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HARLEs XII. King of Sweden, a man the. 
| moſt extraordinary, perhaps, that ever ap- 
. peared in the world, was born June 27. 1682. | 

All the great qualities of his anceſtors were united in 

1,» him; nor wo he any other favlt or misfortune, but | = 

that be carried them beyond all boands. © 12 2 - 
At ſix years old he was taken from the women, 14 
put under the tuition of Mr. de Nordcopenſer; a wi 
and underſtanding man. The firſt book he was mats... 
to read was Puffendorff's introduction to the hifloty | 
of Europe, that he might be ſoon made acquainted.” 
with his own dominions, and thoſe of, his neighbours; . 
He'then learnt the German language, which he ever 
after ſpoke as well as his mother tongue. At ſeven _ © 
years old he could manage a horſe; and the violent 
exerciſes he delighted in, and which diſcovered his © 

_ inclinations to war, laid early the foundation of a vi- 

gorous conſtitution, which enabled him to ſupport 2 
the fatigues his temper led him to undergo. 3 Y 
Though good natured in his inſancy, he di ſcove· 
red an invincible obſtinacy ; the only way to gain up- 

Ton him was to touch upon his honour; if PRE 888 

; 5 >; 3 Ne RY Fig: 


6 The HISTORY of 
but glory, they could get any thing from him. He 


had a great averſion to learning of Latin; but when 
sey told him that the kings of Polland and Denmark 


underſtood it, he ſoon applied himſelf to it, and re- 


tained fo much of it, as to be able to talk it all the 
reſt of his life. They endeavoured to engage him to 
learn french after the ſame manner; but he could not 
be prevailed upon, ſo long as be lived, ever to make 
uſe of it, not even with the French ambalſagors who 
underſtood no other language. ; 
As ſoon as he had ſome little kndwlege i in Latin, 
they made him read Quintus Curtius; and he took a 
fancy to that book, which the ſubjed inſpired him 
with rather than the ſtyle. The perſon who-explain- 
| ed this author to him, having aſked him what he 
thought of Alexander, I think, ſays the prince, that I 
would be like him : But, ſays the other, he lived but 
two. ond thirty years. Ah! replies he, and is not that 
enough, when one has conquered kingdoms ? They did 
not fail to carry theſe anſweys to the king his father, 
Who, upon bearing them would cry our, this child 
will excel me, and even go beyond the great Guſta- 
Vus. One day he was diverting himſelf in the king's 
orient with looking upon two plans, the one of a 
town in Hungary, taken by the Turks, from the em- 
peror, and the other of Riga the capital of Livonia, 
a province conquered by the Swedes about a century 
go. Under the plan of the town of Hungary were 
* words taken from the book of Job, The Lord 
gave it tome, the Lord hath taken it from me; bleſſed 
e the name of the Lord. The young prince, upon ead- 
ing this, ſtrait took a pencil, and wrote under the 
lan of Riga, The Lord hath given it to me, and the 
devil ſhall it take it from me. Thus in the moſt in- 
different actions of h's childhood, ſome little traces 
of his reſolute diſpoſition would often fall from him, 
Which diſcovered what he would one day be. 
He was ele ven years old when he bolt 2 
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CHARLES XII. B, F. 7 


Je 7 Ulric Eleonora, daughter of Frederick III. King of 
en Denmark, a princeſs of great virtue, and worthy of 
ik greater confidence than her huſband repoled in her. 
e-' His father Charles XI. died within four years after 
he her, on the 15th of April 1697, in the forty ſecond 
to | year of his age, and the thirty ſeventh of his reign. 
ot lle lefi to his Son, then filteen years old, a throne © 
ke ſecured and reſpected abroad; ſubjects poor, but va- 
ho liant and loyal ; a treaſury in good order, and ma- 
naged by able miniſters. VVV 
in, Charles XII. upon his coming to the crown, not 
ka only found himfelf abſolute and undiſturbed maſter of 
im |: Sweden and Finland, but alſo of Livonia, Carelia, 
in- and Ingria; he was farther poſſeſſed of Wiſmar, Wi. 
he bourg, the iſles of Rugen, Oeſel, and the moſt beau- 
at 1 tiful part of Pomerania, with the dutchy of Bremen 
but and Verden, all the conqueſts of his anceſtors, and 
that 3 ſecured to the crown by long poſſeſſion, and the ſo- 
did lemn treaties of Munſter and Oliva, ſupported by the 
her, terror of the Sweddiſh arms. The peace of Ryſwick, 
hild begun under the direction of the Father, was eonclu- 
ſta- ded under that of the ſon; and he found himſelf the me- 
ng's diator of Europe, from the moment he began to reign. 
of a Tue las of Sweden fix the majority of their kings 
ems to the age of fifteen years. But Charles XI. who wag 
"nia, intirely abſolute, put off the majority of his ſon, by his 
:ury laſt will, till he ſhould come to be eighteen ; and by 
were this diſpoſition he favoured the ambitious views of 
Lord his mother Eduiga Eleonora of Holſtein, the dowa- 
lefſed © ger of Charles X. who was appointed by the king her 
ead- ſon, to be guardian to the young king her grandſon, 
r the and regent. of the kingdom, ia conjuction with a 
d the council of five perſons, „ 
ſt in- One day in the month of november, the ſame year 
traces that his father died, when he had been taking a re- 
him, ¶ view of ſeveral regiments, and Piper the counſellor of 
es ate ſtood by him, the king appeared quite Joſt in a 
other 


depth ol thought, May 1 take the liberty, fays Piper 


Us 


* 


W 
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to him, of ask ng your majeſty upon what it is that your 
thoughts are ſo ſeriouſly employed? 1 am thinking, anſwers 
the king, that I am capable of commanding theſe brave 
fellows youder, and don't care that either they, or J, 


ſhould receive orders from a woman. Piper immediately | 


laid nold of the opportunity of railing his fortune, and 
knowing his own intereſt ſufficient to venture on ſo 
dangerous an enterprize, as removing the queen from 
the regency, and haſtening the king's majority, he 
- propoſed the affair to count Axel Sparie, who was a. 


* 1 man of ſpirit, and ſought to m ke himſelf conſiderable: 


he flattered him with the thought of being made the 
king's confident, which Sparre veryeaſily believed, took 
thewhole upon himſelf, and laboured for none but Pi- 
per. The counſellors of the regency were ſoon drawn 
into the ſcheme, and haſtily proceeded to the executi- 
on of it, that they might thereby the more an, re- 
commend themſelves to the king's eſteem, 

They went in a body to propoſe it to the queen, 
who did not in the leaſt expect ſuch a declaration, 
The ſtates general were then aſſembled, and the coun- 
ſellors of the regency laid the matter before them, 
They were all unanimous in their approbation, and 
the point was carried with a rapidity, that nothing 


- coald withiland; ſo that Charles XII. did but wiſh to 


reign, and in three days the ſtate: conferred the go- 


E - > vernment upon him, The queens power and intereſt 


fell in an inſtant, and ſhe afterwards led a private life, 


which was more ſuitable to her age, though leſs 10 | 


her humour. The king was crowned on the 24th of 
December following. He made his entry into Stock- 
holm upon a ſorrel horſe, ſhod with ſilver, having a 
ſcepter in his hand, and a crown upon his head, amidſt 
the acclamations of & whole people, adorers of every 
novelty, and forming to themſelves en expeRatis 


ons from a young prince. 
The ceremony of the conſecration md coronation 


7g belongs to _ n of pla, and! as ame the 
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ed moſt under the tyranny of the father, were betrayed 


and careleſs of buſineſs. Even the ambaſſadors who 
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enly privelege remaining to him among ſo many as 
were claimed by his predeceſſors, After having anoin- 
ted the king according to cuſtom, whilſt he was hold» 
ing the crown in his hands, in order to put it upon 
his head, Charles ſnatched it haſtily from the arcubi- 
ſhop, and crowned himſelf, looking ſternly all the 


' while upon the poor prelate. The crowd, who are al- 


ways eaſily impoſed onby an air of grandeur, applaud- 
ed this action of the king. Even thoſe who had groan- 


into the folly of praiſing in the ſon that ſtern beha- 
viour which was the preſage of their ſlavery. 
As ſoon as Charles was become the maſter of the go- 
vernm ent, he gave his ear and the management of af- 
fairs to counſellor Piper, who was in reality his firſt 
miniſter, though he wanted the name. He ſoon aſter - 
created him a count, which is a dignity of great emi- 
nence in Sweden, and not an empty title, to be taken 
up without any conſequence. | | 5 1 
Thbe beginning of the king's adminiſtration did nos 
raiſe any favourable ideas of him; he ſeemed to be 
more impatient after rule, than deſerving of it. He 
had indeed no dangerous paſſion ; but there was no- 
thing to be obſerved in his conduct, except the tran- 
ſports of yonth and obſtinacy. He appeared proud 


reſided at his court. took him for a perſon of a mean F 


capacity, and repreſented him as ſuch to their maſters,” | £3 


The Swedes had entertained the ſame opinion of him 


themſelves, ſo that no one as yet knew his real cha- 
racter; he was not even acquainted with it himſelf, till 


3 
- 
* 


the ſtorms, which all at once were gathering in the 


North, furniſhed him with an opportunity of diſplay- 
ing thoſe great talents which as yet lay concealed; | 
+ Three powerful princes taking the advantage of 
his youth, conſpired his ruin almoſt at the ſame in- 
Rant,” The firſt was Frederick IV. King of Denmark, 


his conſin; the ſecond Auguſtus, Elector of Saxony, 
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10 | The HIS TO K of 
Muſcovy was ihe third and the molt dangerous. 


WI all together 10 fall upon the infancy of Charles XII. 
Ihe whiſpers of theſe preparations alarmed the 
kings council, and they deliberated upon them in his 


4 te ltorm by negotiations. Charles rifng from his ſeat 
_— with an air cf gravity and reſolution, Gen lemen, ſays 
, he, am reſolved never to enter upon an unjuſt war,” nor 


miei. My re/«lufioftis fixed. I will go attack the firſt 
uo ſball declare againſt me, and when I have conquered 

' bim, may hope to ſtrike g terror into the reſt. Theſe 
_ Words aſtoniſhed: all the old counſellors, they looked 
upon one another without daring to reply, and at laſt, 
”, aſhamed to hope leſs than their king, they received 
">= bis orders for the war with admiration.” _ ./ 
© _ They were ſtill more ſurprized, when they ſaw him 
of a ſudden renounce all the moſt innocent amuſe» 
ments of youth. From the moment he prepared for 
me war, he entered upon a new courſe of life, from 


. 
i 


=  ;whichhe never after departed in one ſingle particular. 
Pull of the idea of Alexander and Caeſar, he propo- 
| fed to immitate thoſe two conquerors in every thing 


mot fro gality. He had been fond of gaiety and dreſs, 


—— 


had ſuſpe ted him of having entertained a paſſion for 
a lady of his court; but whether the ſuſpicion, was juſt 
or no, it is certain he renounced all converſation with 
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becoming a ſlave to them, but ro give the ſoldiers an 
example of his reſolution to reſtrain himſelf to the ſe- 
vereſt diſcipline; or it may be, through the vanity of 
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' and the king of Poland: Peter the great, Czar of 7 


Theſe then were the enemies which were preparing 
preſence; and ſome.of them were propoſing to divert 


put an end to a juſt one but by the deſtruction of my ene 


© |. but their vices. He no more admired magnificence, 


the women for ever after; not only through fear of 


| being the (ole prince who knew how to ſuppreſs an 
| inclination ſo difficult to be conquered, He determi 
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of Holſtein of aſſiſtance. | 
immediately ſent into Pomerania, a provine not far 
from Holſtein, to ſtrengthen the duke againſt the at- 
tacks of the Danes. 


CHARLES XII. B. I. 11 
Boos fs to abſtain. from wine all the reſt of his life; 

not, as has been pretended, to puniſh himſelf for He 
Heels which, as they ſay, led him into the commiſ- 


1 ſion of ſome irregularities; ; nothing is more abſolute- 


y falſe than this vulgar report; he never ſuffered wine 


to get the maſtery over his reaſon, but it over-heated 
his conſtitution, which was warm enough already; he 
> ſoon after left off bear too, and confined himſelf to 


pure water. Beſides, ſobriety was a virtue till then 


unknown in the North, and he was deſirous of being 
a model to the Swedes in every particular. 


He began with aſſuring his brother-in law the duke 
Eight thouſand men were 


And the duke indeed ha] need 
of them. His dominions were already raviſhed, the 


} caſtle of Gottorp taken, and the town of Tonningen 
preſſed by a cloſe ſiege, to which the king of Denmark 
| was come in perſon, to enjoy a conquelt he thought 


| ſecure. This ſmall ſpark began to inflame the empire. 
On one ſide the Saxon troops of the king of Poland, 
| thoſe of Brandenburg, Wolfembutile, and Heſſe Caſ⸗ 

| ſel. marched to jdin the Danes. One the other, the 


To of Sweden's eight thouſand men, the troops of 


Hanover and Zell, and three dutch regiments went 
to aſfilt the duke. Whillt the little country of Holſtein 
vas thus-made the theater of the war, two ſquadrons, 
the one from England, and the othet from Holland, 
appeared in the baltick. Theſe two eftates were gua- 
rantees of the treaty of Altena, which the Danes had 
broken: They were eager to relievethe oppreſſedduke, 
becauſe the intereſt of their trade wis incompatible 


with. the growing power of the king of Denmark. 


key knew the Dane, if he was once maſter of the paſ- 


lage of the ſound, would be tempted to impoſe hard 


aws on the trading nation, ſhould he ever be ſtrong . 
0 do i it with W And this reaſon. has long n 
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in his dominions, his mind, now free from every other 
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engaged the Engliſh and Dutch, as much as poſſible ts b we 
hold the balance even between the princes of the ba 
North. They joined themſelves to the young king of + joi 
Sweden, who ſeemed ready to be cruſhed by io many qui 
enemies, united together againſt him, and ſuccoured anc 
him for the ſame reaſons the others fell upon him, be- ſha! 
cauſe they thought him incapable of defending him ſm⸗ 
ſelf. In the mean time Charles ſet out for his firlt am- the 
aign on the Sch of May new ſtyle in the year 170d. oni 
He left Stockholm, and never after returned thither. ther 
An immenſe body of people attended him as far as Ca- wit! 
relſcroon, offering up their prayers for him, and burſt- to f 
ing into tears of admiration. Before he left Sweden, c 
he eſtabliſhed at Stockholm a council of defence, made the 
up of ſeveral ſenators. This commiſſion was to take whi, 
care of all that regarded the fleet, the troops and fortiſi: p Z ticl 
| cations of the country. The body of the Senate was Upo 
to regulate every thing beſides proviſionally within Y thre: 
the kingdom. Having thus ſettled order and regularity at th 
the 8 
care, was bent wholly upon the war. His fleet con- what 
ſiſted of three and forty veſſels, that which carried him, ſtopp 
named the king Charles, and the biggeſt they had ever Y Cope 
ſeen, was a ſhip of an hundred and twenty guns ; 5 horſe 
count Piper his firſt miniſter, general Renchild, and thick 
the count de guiſcard, embaſſador of France in Swe- | get th 


dien embarked with bim. He joined the ſqadrons of Fh 


3 


the allies. The Daniſh fleet declined the engagement, into tl 
and gave the three united fleets the opportunity of embaff 
drawing ſo near to Copenhagen, as to throw ſome © ſays: qt 


bombs into the town, 
I ᷑ be king then, as in a ſudden tranſport, king, 
count Piper and general Renchild, by the hands: 
And what ſaid he, if we ſhould lay 5004 of the oppor- 

unity of making 4 deſcent, an” beſiege Copenhagen by F 
land, whilſt it is blocked up by ſea? Renchil arſwer 
ea, Sir, the great Guſtavus after fifteen years experi the 

| ence would not _ made any other propoſe tion. R 7 


12 — 
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le ts 4 were immediately given for five thouſand men to em- 
the bark, who lay upon the coalt of Sweden, and were 
, 1.4 7 joiged-to the troops they had on board. The king 
nany |: 1242 his veſſel, and entered into a lighter frigate ; 
ured | and they diſpatched three hundred grenadiers in ſmall 
„ be- 1 towards the ſhore. Among theſe ſhallops were 
him- | 7 ſwall flat bottomed boats, which carried the faſcines, 
cam- # the Chevaux de Frize, and the inſtruments of the pi- 
= | oniers, - Five hundred ſelect men followed after in o- 


ther. F ther ſhallops. [Then came the kings men of war, 
s Ca- | with two Engliſh frigates and two dutch, which were 

— 0 favour the deſcent with their cannon, _ 

en, Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark, is ſituate in 
made e iſle of Zealand, in the midſt of a beautiful plain, 
take dich bas the ſound on the northweſt, and the Bal - 


1 tick on the eaſt, where the king of Sweden then lay. 

e was Upon the unexpected movement of the veſſels, which 

/ithin $ threatned a deſcent; the inhabitants in a conſternation 

larity at the inaQtivity of their, own fleet, and the motion of 

other the Swediſh ſhips, looked round with terror to ſee in 

con- what place the ſtorm would fall. The fleet of Charles 

| him, ſtopped over againſt Humblebeck within ſeven miles of 

d ever Copenhagen. Immediately the Danes drew up their 

zuns; 5 horſe to that place. The foot were poſted bebind 

| and thick entrenchments, and what artillery they could 

Swe- | get thither was directed againſt the Swedes, - _ 

ons o Fhe king then quitted his frigate, to throw bimſelf 

ment, | into the firſt ſhallop, at the bead of his guards. The 

ity of embaſſador of France was conſtantly at hiselbow; Sir, 

ſome ſays the king to him in Latin (for he would neyer 
2 ſpeale French) you have no difference with the Dangs,, 

king, hall go no further if you pleaſe. Sir, anſwered he 


ands: Count de Guiſcard in French, the king my maſter bar 
oppor 5 ordered ne 19 attend your mojely ; I. latter myſelf r 5 
gen E will not this day drive me from your court, which never 
Wer- . appeared fo ſplendid. As he ſpoke theſe words, 9 


-xpertÞ 


$ gave bis hand to the king, who leapt into the ſnal- 
Order 


| R Copn 9 and the — ws 


IG > The HISTORY: of ' F 
ca him. They advanced under cover of the cantion- 
ball of the veſſels, which favoured the deſcent. The _*. 
ſmall boats were bat about an hundred yards'oft tbe 
ſaote; Charles, impatient of landing, threw himſelf 
trom the ſhallop into the ſea, wilb his ſword in his 
hand, and the water op to his middle. The miniſters, ; 
the embaſſador of France, the officres and ſoldiers, . 
ftrait followed his example, and marched to ſhore a- - 4 
midſt a thower of muſket ſhot, which the Danes diſ- 
* charged; The king, who had never in his life before 
' heard adilcharge of muſkets loaden with ball, aſked' i 
Major Stuart, who ſtood next him, hat whi/tling that 
. was hich be had in his ears. It is the noiſe of the wuſ> ©. 
ker hall which they fire apon you, ſays the major, That i? 1 
| right, ſays the king, hencefirward it ſball be my muſic. ki 
Asad that moment the major who explained the noiſe d 
| 10 him, received a ſhot in the ſhoulder ; and a lieute: 
nation the other ſide of him fell dead at his ſeet. It 
is aſual for troops that are attacked in their rettench- 
ments to be beaten, decauſe the aſſalants have gene- 
rally as impetdoſity, which the deſenders cannot 
base; beſides, to wait for the enemy in one's lines, 
is generally a confeſſion of one's own weak neſe, and | 
the other's advantage. The Daniſh horſe and four 7 
took to their heels after a taint reſiltance. As ſoon as 
ie king was maller of their retrenehments, he fell on 
his knees to thank God for the ſirſt ſucceſs of his arms. 
He immediately cauſed redoubis tobe raiſed towards fell 
the town, and himſelf marked out the encampment. 151 
At the ſame time he ſent back his veſſels 10 Schonen, 
2̃ part of Sweden not far from Copenhagen, for freſh 
keeruits of nine thouiznd men. Every thing conſpired 
- _ tv aflifi the vivacity of Ghartes; The nine thoutand 
men wee apon the ſhore ready to embark, and the next 
morning a favourable wind-brought them to him. 
All mis paſſed within fight of the Daniſh fleet, who 
diaͤurſt ndtventureto intetpoſe; Copenhagen in a fight 
immediately lent deputies to the King, to entreat him 
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"8 | hack at the head of his diene of guards, and the 
ded of the town four hundred thouſand rix dollars, 


. with orders to ſupply his camp with. ail ſorts of pro- 
viſions, which be promiſed theyſhould be honellly paid 


y 4 For, ITbey brought him the proviſions, becauſe they 


of  turſt not reſuſe them, but were in no expectation. that 
9 Ahe conqueror would vonchſafe to pay for them; and 


; El thoſe who brought them were alloyiſhed to Sad that | 
"F they were paid generouſly; and without delay by the 
= meaneſt ſoldier n the amy. There had long reigned 


1 F inſthe Swediſh troops aſttict diſcipline, which contri- 


2X kingmade it ſtill more ſevere., There was nat, a ſol - 
80 : dier tbat dared to rgfyle. payment for whatever he 
- = dought, much leis 89A, marauding, or ieyen-fir.out 
ol ite camp. He would pt fomuch ad allo his troops 

aſter a victory the privilege of firipping the dead, till - 
ben had his permiſſien, and eaſiſy bronght them ip tlie 

' & obſfervanceof his otder. Prayers were canſtantly ſaid 

ines, Is his comp twice a day, at ſe ven in ie morning, and 
and dur in the aſter - noon; and he never failed to he pre- 
foot ent at them himſelf, to give his ſoldiers an-exemple | 
nas |} pf piety as well ag valour, His camp, whith;was far 
Il on Petter governed than Copenhagen, had every, thing in 
ms. abundance; and the country people gboſe; x2 her 10 
ards fell their proviſions to ibeir enemies the. Swen es tñan 
dent. 15 their on country men, ho did not pay ſo well for 
nen, ibem. And the, townſmen were mots than once obii- 
freſh ged to fetch iheit proviſions from the king pf Swe- | 
ired |} den's gamp,, which they,wanted in thely markes, 
tand The king of Denmark was then in Holſtein, whiaker 
net he. ſeemed to baye marched only te reiſe.the ſiege af 
n. | Tonningen. He ſaw, the Baltick covered withthis Lag 
who mige ſpips, a young conqueror already Maſter 

ight - Rug, ad ready, to takeipoſſeſſion of . „die 
him f publics * * Whocuer ö * 
- 2 
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1 deputies fell upon their knees before him. He deman- 


27 buted-not a little 40 their conqueſt; and the young 
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arms againſt the Swedes ſhould have their liberty. This 
declaration was of great weight in a country, where 
all the peaſants, and even many of the townſmen were 
* ſlaves. But Charles XII. was in no fear of an army of 
ſlaves, He let the king of Denmark know, that he made 
war for no other reaſon but to oblige him to make 
peace; and that he muft either reſolve to do juſtice 
to the duke of Holitein, or ſee Copenhagen deſtroyed, 
and his kingdom put to fireand ſword, The Dane was 
doo fortunate to have to do with a conqueror, who 
valued himſelf upon his juftice, A congreſs was ap- 
pointed to meet in the town of Fravendal, on- the 
frontiers of Holſtein, The king of Sweden would not 
ſuffer the artifice of the miniſters to protract the ne- 
gotiations into any length; he would have the treaty 7 
Nniſhed with as much rapidity las he made his deſcent 
into Zealand. And it was effect ually concluded ou 
the 5th Avguſt, to the advantage of the duke f 
Holltein, who was indemnify'd from all the expences 
of the war, and delivered from oppreſſion. The king 
of Sweden would accept of nothing for himſelf, be- 
ing ſatisfied with having reheved his ally, and humbled 
\ Hig enemy. Thus Charles XII. at eighteen years old 
began and ended this war in leſs than ſix weeks 
Preciſely at the ſame time the king of Pollant laid 
ſiege in perſon to the town of Riga, the capital of Ei- 
vonia; and the Czar was upon his march on the 
. eaſt at the head of an hundred thouſand men. Riga 
was defended by the old cou d derg, a'Swediſh! ge. 
neral, who at the age of foorſcore joined all the fire of 
youth to „ aigns, | Count 
Flemming; fince miniſter of Bolland, a great man 
both in the field and at the council board, and Mr. 
Patk il. carried on the ſiege under the king's" direct 
tion; the one with all the activity proper to his eh. 
radletʒ and the other with the utmoſt obſtinacy 
revenge. But notwithſtanding ſeveral advantbges 
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which the belicgers bad gained the experienee Of l 


« Ws #4 a 


i, <, 


wn. aid hold of an honourable oppor- 
val of ra 
gods beloppg to the Dutch. The ſtates general 
ordered thſ ambaſſador attending upon king Au · 
guſtus, to e proper repreſentations of it to him. 
The king poland did not ſtand in need of much in- 
treaty. Honſented tp raiſe the ſtege, rather than 
wha Jeccalion:rijicalt damage to his allies, who were not 
% mighrily iq riſed. at this exceſ ot complaiſance, as 
tibey knewpe res] cauſe of it. ii ben 
d not No moſthen remained-for Charles XII. te do, for 
rde fGigithig his-firſt campaign, than to march againſt 
dis rival iglory, Peter Alexiowiz. He was the more 
cen enraged agnft bim, as there were ſtill cee Muſcovire 
40% embafſadq at Steckholen; who were ready to ſwear 
e of 20 the renving an inviolable peace. He who valued 
* himſelf ugn a ſevere probity, could not comprehend 
how alegator like the Czar could make a jeſt oſ what 


3 
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kg Hogbt toc beid fo ſacred. The young Prise, full 


9 * 


- be- 1 

e TO of honox did not ſo much as dream, that there 
could de different morality. for prinoes and private 
perſons. he emperor of Muſcovy publiſhed à mapi» 


fello, wh 
2 alleged 4 
paid himſufficient honours, when he paſſed intagnito 
to Riga j and that they had ſold proviſions too dear 


a reaſon of the war, that they had not 


15 be raviſtid Iugria with an hundred thoꝝſand men. 
le anleared before Narva at the head of this great 


& The Cxd, who in ſuch weather woa 
poſt four hundred leagues to ſee a mine or canal, 

bis toom no more than he ſpared himſelf. Belides, 
be knew that the Swedes, ever ſince the time ol Galta» 


3 


3 


- 


i 


h he had much better have duppreſled. - He 


10 bis emlaſfadors. Theſe were the griefs, for which 


army onſhe firſt of October, in a ſeaſon more ſevere 
in tduat clnate, than the month of January is at Paris. 
1d fometimes ride 


vas Adolphus, would make war in the epth-of wintes 


march to relieve it. 


only the rank of a ſingle lieutenant i im hiswn troops. 


time to form experienced troops, and di ipline to $2 


army were thirty thouſand Stretletſets, vp were in | * 
Muſcovy what the Janiſaries are in Turky. The reſt þ w 


over with the ſkins of wild beaſts. fome armed with ar- 


— 


% ͤ ͤd 
as well as in ſummer, and he wanted accuſtom the not on 
Muſcovites alſo to loſe all diltinction ſeaſons, and dred a 
to make them one day at leaſt equal the Swedes. mult | | 
Thus at a time when the froſt and ſrio| oblige other 
nations in. temperate climates to a ſuſſſion of arms, 
the Czar Peter laid ſiege to Narva,''win thirty de- zit 
grees of the Pole, and e * e 5 


RE, * 


The Czar was no ſooner, ds ere « the: place, * 
than he made haſte to put in practice wi he had late 
ly learnt abroad in his travels. He drewht this camp, Me 
fortified it on all ſides, raiſed redoubts certain dif» $7 
tances, and opened the trench himſelf. e had given 
the command of his army to the duke d{roy a Ger- ftwent 
man, and an able general, but at that ti very litile 
aſſiſted by the Muſcovite officers. For hiſelf, he had 


He judged it neceſſary to give his nobilitun example be 
of military obedience, who till then hadeen undiſ- 


_ ciplinable, and accuſtomed to march at thhead of it gi 

armed i ſtaves without any experience or orer, He had 
2 mind to teach them, that places in the any were to 
de obtained by ſervices; he began himſel with bea- hem 


ting a drum, and was as raifed to an officer y degrees. this 2 


It is by no means to be wondered at, thahe who at the c: 


Amſterdam turned carpenter to procure hilſelf fleets, | 
ſhould become a Lieutenant * Natvs to te: h his na- 
tion the art of war. ow” 

The Muſcovites are ſtrong and indefati ble, . gh 
it may be, as ourageous as the Swedes; buiſt requires 


make them invincible, The ouly good folders in the I, 


were Barbarians forced from their forreſts, atd covered 3 CY 
r 


rows, and others with clubs; few of them hid Ry far a 
nor neden of them 8 a regular ſiegeʒ there wa was hou 


— 


m the 5 5 not one good eannoneer in the whele army. An hun- 
dred and fifty cannon, which one would have thought 


„ and 
edes. 2 ult have ſoon laid the little town of Narva in aſhes, 


other were ſcarce able to make a breach, whilll the artillery 
arms, of the town deſtroyed every moment whole ranks 
ty de- jn the trenches. Narva was almoſt without fortifi- 
n his *Fations, and Count Hoorn wh6 commanded there, 


had not a thouſand regular troops; and yet this im- 


place, 3 enſe army was not able io reduce it in ten weeks. 
Ilate- On the 15th of November, the Czar had inſorma- 
camp, tion that the king of Sweden, having croſſed the ſea 
n dif- with two hundred tranſpoit-, was upon his march 


33 


given 
Ger- twenty thouſand; but the Czat had no advantage 
little except ſuperiority of number, Far theretore from de- 


e bad ſpiſing his enemy, he employed all the agt he had to 
oops. oppreſs him; and, not content with an h dred thou« 
ample ſand men, he was getting ready another army to op- 
indiſ- poſe him, and check his progreſs. He had already 
of ill given orders for near forty: thouſand recruits, who 
je had | were coming up from Pleſcow, with great expedition. 
ere to He went in perſon to haſten their march that he might 
1 bea» hem in the king between: the two armies. Nor was 
grees. this all; a detachment of thirty thouſand men from 


ho at the camp before Narva, were poſted at a league's diſ- 
fleets, | wor from the town, directly in the king of Sweden's 


ol upon the ſame road, and ſive thouland others 


and, Baade up an advanced guard; an d he mult neceſfarily 
ne to before he could reach the camp, which was fortified 


had landed a Pernaw in the gulf of Riga with about 
e reſt ¶ ſixteen thouſand foot, and a few more than four thou- 
vered © ſand ore... 

thar- From Pernaw he had nh a | precipitate march as 
uſees, far as Revel, followed by all his horſe, and only four 
e ve houſand of bis ſoot. But he ſtill kept on his march, 
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o relieve: Narva. The Swedes were no more than 


force his way through the body of all theſe troops 


vith a rampart and double f5/e, The king of Sweden ; 


£ 


a camp of an hundred thouſand 


T 
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for the reſt of his troops; and ſoon 


without waiting 
thouſand men only, be · 


found himſelf with his eight 


time to learn with how ſmall a number they had to 
engage. The Muſcovites ſeeing the Swedes come upon 
them, made no doubt but they had a whole army to 
enoounter with; and the advanced guard of five thou · 
ſand men immediately fled apon their approach, 
The twenty thouſand beyond them, terrified wich the 


ght of their countrymen, made no reſiſtance; and 
carried their conſternation and confufion. among the 


thirty thouſand, who were polted within a league of 
the camp; and the pannic ſeizing upon them too, 
they retired to the main body of the army without 
ſtriking a blow. Theſe three poſts were carried in 
two days and an half; and what upon other oeraſi - 
ons would have been reckoned three victories, did not 
zetard the king's march the ſpace of one hour. He 
appeared then at laſt with his eight thouſand men, 
wearied with the fatigues of fo long a march, before 
uſcovites, with an 
hundred and fifry pieces of braſs cannon in their 
front; and he ſcarce allowed them any time for reſt, 


before he gave his orders for the attack without delay. 


The ſignal was tus ſuſren, and the word in Ger- 
man. ib me aid of God. A general officer having 


' repreſented to him the great hazard of the attempt, 


Mat, ſays he, de you make any queſtion whether with 
my eight thouſand brave Swedes 1 jhall wt raat a hundred 
t#hmſond Muſcovites? but upon reflection, fearing 
there was too much oftentation in what he faid, he 
ran after the officer in a moment, Aud are not jou, 
fays he, of the /ame opinion? have net I adubie advun- 


tage oder the enemy 7 the 1e, that their horſe Can be, q 


ef no ſervice to then, aud the other, that the place being 
flrait, their great number will only inc mmode them, and 


thus in reality I bell be ſtronger thun they ? The offi» 


fore the firſt poſts of the enemy. He withouthelitation | 
attacked them one after another; without giving them 


cer did not think fir to differ from him, and thus they 
marched againſt the Muſcovites about noon. on, the 
goth of November 1700. 1 


As ſoon as the cannon of the Swedes had made a 


breach in the entrenchments, they advanced with their 
bayonets at the end of their fuſees, well loaded with 
ball, which they furiouily diſcharged upon their ene» 
mies. The Muſcovites ſtood their fire for half an hour, 
without quitting their poſts. The king attacked the 


Czar's quarter, which lay on the other ſide of the 


camp, and was in hopes of a rencounter, not khow- 
ing that the emperor was in queſt of the forty thou- 
ſand men, who were daily expected. Upon the firſt 


diſcharge of the enemy's ſhot, the king received a ball 
in his left ſhoulder, bur it grazed only in a flight man- 


ner upon the fleſh ; his activity even hindred him from 
perceiving that he was wounded, Preſently after his 
horſe was killed under him, A ſecond bad his head 
cattied off by a cannon ball. And as he was:nimbly 
mounting a third, Theſe fellows, ſays he, make me e 
erciſe, and then he went on to engage and give: orders 
with. the ſame preſence of mind as before. Within 
three hours the entrenchments were carried 
ſides, The king purſued the right of his enemy. as far 
as the river of Narva, with his left wing, if one might 
properly call by that name, about four thouſand men, 
who were in purſuit of near fifty thouſand. Ihe bridge 
broke under them as they fled, and the river was in a 


moment covered with the dead. The reſt in deſpair 


returned to their camp, without knowing whither they 
went; and” finding certain barracks, they took their 
poſts behind tbem. There they defended themſelves 
for a while, as not knowing how to make their eſcape. 
Bot at laſt their generals Dolhoruky, Gollowin, and 


Fedorowitz, ſurrendered themſelves to the king, and 


laid their arms at his ma jeſty's feet. And in the inſtant 
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on all 


tiny. were offering them, came up the duke of Coy, 
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the general of ine army, to ſurrender himſelf witihnd' 
thicey officer. , + 
Charles received all theſe iſe of CiſtinAia 
with as eaſy a politeneſs, and as obgyiging an air, 2s ilſſWainin 
he had been to pay them the honours of an enxectain 
ment in his own court. He put only the general off 
cers under a guard; all the ſubaltetn officers and [ſol 
diers were diſarmed and conducted to the river 0 
Narva, where they were furniſhed with boats to carry 
them over, and return them back to their own homes, 2 
In the mean time night came on, and the rigbt wing 
of the Muſcovites {til continued fighting. The Swedes 
had not loſt fifteen hundred men; eighteen thouſand 
Maſcovies had been killed in their entrenchments; 
a gteat number was drowned; many bad paſfed the ri-ould 
ver; but ſtill there remained enough! in their camp tofſreatm 
exterminate the Swedes even to the laſt man. But it is be le: 
not the number of the dead, but the terror of thoſ 
Who ſurvive that gives the finiſhing ſtroke to viftories, 
The king employed. rhe [mail remains of che day in 
ſeizing upon the enemy's actillery. He poſted himſelf | 
to advantage between their camp and the town, and 
there ſlept ſome hours onſthe ground, wrapt up in his 
cloak, expecting to fall at day break gpon. the Jeft 
wing of the enemy, which was not yet entirely routed, 
Bot at two o clock in the morning, general Wade, if 
who commanded that wing, having heard of 3 
 clous reception the king had given to the ther gen 
rals, and how he had. ſent home all the, ers Vd 
_ officers and 3 deßred he would grant him the Il - 
+ ſame favour. . uenor made anſwer, Thut he 
ſhould have it, if 4s d draw near at the head of bis 
troops, and lay down hit arms and rplours at His feet, 
The general appeared ſooo after with his Muſcovites, 
to the number of about thirty thouſand. They match: 
ed, ſoldiers and offibers, with their heads uncovexed, 
5 acroſs leſs than ſeven thouſand Swedes, /'The Joldiers 
as they paſfed before him, threw down their foſees 


ES 
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nd' ſwords upon che ground, 21d the officers pre- 
-pted him with their enſigns and colours. He cauſed 
he whole multitude to croſs the river, without re- 


ſelf as il 
illincl ion 


air, as ¶aining a ſingle ſoldier pritoner If he had put them 
ntertain under the guard, the number of the priſoness would 
era! oſfi t leaſt have been five times greater than that of the 


and ſob 
river o 

to carry 
a homes. 
bt wing 


onquerors. 1 361 Tr | | 
He then entered victorious into Narva, attended 


the duke of Croy and the other general officers 
f the Muſcovites, He ordered their ſwords to be re- 
tored, to them; and being informed, they wanted 
> SwedcMhoney, and that the tradeſmen of Natva refuſed to 
bouſandMruit them.” be ſent the duke of Croy a thouſand du- 
ments; Mats. and every Muſcovite officer five hundred, who 
q the ri-Mould never ſufficiently admire the civility Jof their 
camp toſceatment, of which they could not form to themſelves 
But it is be lealt idea. Immediately a relation of the victory 
of choſe as drawn up at Narva to be ſent to Stockholm and 
tories, Ibe allies of Sweden; but the king cut off with his own 
2 day in and whatever was reported ioo much to his own 


himſelſ i dvantage, or to the detriment of the Czar. His mo- 
n, and fleſty could not hinder the ſtriking at Stockholm ſeve- 
p in his Hal medals to perpetuate the memory of theſe events. 
the Jeft Among the reſt they {truck one which repreſented him 
royted, n the one fide ſtanding on a pedeſtal, to which were 
Wade, [Khbained a Muſcoviie, a Dane, and a Polander; and 
be gra- In the #everſe an Hercules armed with his club, fread- 
r-gene» Ina upon a Cerberus, with this inſcription TRES 
paltera NNO, CONTUDIF ICTU. ov. 
im the Among the priſoners taken at the battle of, Narva 
ut he there was one, who was a great inſtance of the revo» - 
/ of | bis Nutions of fortune. He was the eldeſt ſon and heir 
ert. Ito the king of Georgia. They call him the Czaraſis, 
ovites, In name which ſignifies prince or ſon of Czar amongſt 
natch- Hal the Tartars, as well as in Muſcovy ; for the word 
vered, Czar ſignifies king among the ancient Scythians from 
pldiers NWhom all theſe people are deſcended, and is by no 
fuſees means derived from the Caeſars of Rome, fo long 
uuknown to theſe Barbarians, His der Mitelleſki 
ARS. by | 
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Czar, who was maſter of the moſt beautiful part o 
the country, ſituate between the mountains of Arra- 
rat and the eaſtern coalt of the Black ſea, had been 
driven from his kingdom by his own ſubjects in 1688. 
and choſe rather to throw himſelf into the arms of 
the emperor of Muſcovy than apply to the Turks. 
This king's ſon at nineteen years of age, attended 
upon Peter the great, in his expedition againſt the 
| Swedes, and was taken fighting by ſome Findland ſol. 
diers, who had already (tripped him, and were upon] 
the point of killing him. Count Renchild reſcued him 
from their hands, ſupplied him with cloaths, and pre. 
ſented him to his maſter. Charles ſent him to Stock. 
holm, where the unfortunate prince died ſome few 
years after. Upon his taking leave, the king could 
not avoid making aloud, in the hearing of his officers, 
a natural reflection upon the ſtrange fate of an Aſiatic 
prince born at the foot of mount Caucaſus, who was 
going to live a priſoner among the ſnows of Sweden. 
It is, ſays he, as if I as to be one day priſoner among 
2he Crim Tartars: Theſe words at that time made no 
impreſſion, but wereafterwards but too much thought 
on, when the event had confirmed the prediction. 

The Czar was advancing by long marches with an 
army of forty thouſand Ruſſians, in expectation of 
ſurrounding his enemy on all ſides. In the mid-way 
he had intelligence of the battle of Narva, and the 
di ſperſion of his whole camp. He judged it not con- 
venient with his forty thouſand, raw and undiſciplin- 
ed to engage with a conqueror, who had lately de- 
ſtroyed an hundred thouſand entrenched in their camp. 
He returned back from whence hecame, ſtill purſuinp his 
© reſolution of diſciplining his troops, at the ſame time 
that he civilized his ſabjefts, I know, ſays be, that 
the Swedes will long beat us, but in time they will learn 
us to beat them. Muſcow, his capital, was in the nt- 
molt terror and defolation at the news of this defeat. 
And fo great was the pride and ignorance of the peo- 
ple, that they could not be perſuaded but that they 
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they had been conquered by more than human power, 


and that the Swedes had been victorious by the force 
of magic. This opinion was general, that public 
prayers were ordered to be put up to faint Nicolas 
the patron of Muſcovy, upon this occaſion. The 
form was too ſingular to be here ommitted. It runs 
thus, | | | 
O thou, whe art aur perpetual comforter in all our ad- 
verſities, great St. Nicholas, infinitely powerful, by 
what ſin have we offended thee in our ſacrifices, genu- 
flections, and tharkſgivings, that thou haſt thus forſa- 

hen un? We have implored thy aſſiſtance againſt theſe _ 
terrible, inſolent, enraged, ' dreadful, inſuperable de- 


ſtroyers, when like lions and bears, who have loſt their 


young, they have fallen upon us, terrified, wounded, and 
flain by thouſands us who are thy people. As it is ime 
poſſible this. ſhould eve happened without diabolical in- 


fuence and enchantment, ue beſeech thee, O great St. 
Nicholas, to be our champion and ſlandard-bearer, to de- 


liver us from this troop of ſorcerers, and drive them far 
off from our coaſts, with the recompence that is due 
unto them, - 4 | 
Whilſt the Muſcovites were thus complaining of 
their defeat to St. Nicholas, Charles XII. returned 
thanks to God, and prepared himſelf for freſh viao- 


* 


BOOK II. 


HE king of Poland with reaſon expected, that . 


2 bis enemy, already victorious over the Danes 
and the Muſcovites, would come next to vent his fu- 


ry on him. He entered into a league more ſtrict than 


ever with the Czar, and the two princes agreed upon 


an interview, the better to contrive their meaſures. 
They met at Birſen, à ſmall town in Lithuania, with- 
out any of theſe formalities, which ſerve only to re- 
ge 2 = C : 3 _ i — 
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tard bulineſs, and were neither agreeable to their ſitu- 
ation nor their humour. They paſſed fifteen days to- 
gether in the enjoyment of ſeveral extravagant plea- 
ſures ; for the Czar, amidſt his cares for the refor- 
mation of his kingdom, could never correct in himſelf 
his dangerous inclination to debauchery. 

Count Piper, the king of Sweden's principal mini- 
ſer. had the firſt information of the interview intended 


between the emperor of Muſcovy and the king of 
Poland. He adviſed his maſter to oppoſe to their 


meaſures a little of that policy which he had hitherto 
too much diſregarded, . Charles XII. liſtened to him 
and for. the firſt time gave conſent to the uſe of in- 
triguing, a practice ſo frequent in other courts, There 
was in the Swediſh troops a young Scots gentleman, 
who was one of thoſe that leave their country, where 
they are very poor, in a lucky ſeaſon, and are to be 
met with in all the armies of Europe. He ſpoke the 
German tongue extremely well, and could eaſily ac- 
commodate himſelf to whatever part he ſhould under- 
take. Him therefore they choſe to be a ſpy upon the 
conferences of the two kings. He applied himſelf to 
the colonel of the regiment of Saxon horſe, who were 
to ſerye as puards to the Czar during the interview. 


le paſſed for a gentleman of Brandenbourg, and his 


addreſs and certain well-placed ſums, eaſily procured 
him a lieutenancy in the regiment. When he came to 
Birferrhe artfully inſinuated himfelf into the familiarity 
of the ſecretaries of the miniſters, and was made a 
party in all their pleaſures ; and whether it was that 
he took the advantage of their indiſcretion over a bot- 
tle, or that he gained them by preſents, but he cer- 


tainly drew from them all the ſecrets of their maſters, 


and made hafte to give an account of them to Charles 
C 

The king of Poland had engaged to furniſh the Czar 
with fifty thouſand German troops, which they were 
to-hire of ſeveral princes, and the Czar was to pay 
for. And he on the other hand was to ſend fifty thou- 
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and Muſcovites into Poland, to be trained up to war- 
and promiſed to pay king Auguſtus three millions of 


# rixdollers within the ſpace of two years, This trea- 
ty, if it had been executed, might have proved fata) 
to the king of Sweden. It was a ready and certain 
way to make the Muſcovites good ſoldiers j and per- 
haps it was forging chains for one part of Europe. 

Charles XII, uſed his utmoſt endeavours to prevent 
the king of Poland from reaping the benefit of this 
treaty. After he bad paſſed the winter at Narva, he 


appeared in Livonia near that very town of Ripe, 


which king Auguſtus had ſo unſucceſsfully beſieged. 
The Saxon troops were polted along the river Duna, 
whiek is very broad in that place, and Charles was 
to diſpute the paſſage as he lay on the other ſide the 
tiver. The Saxons were not commanded by their 
prince, who then lay ſick, but were headed by Ferdi- 
mand Duke of Courland, one of the bravelt prinees 
in the North, and Mareſchal Stenau, an officer of re- 


putation. The King of Sweden had alone formed the 


plan of the paſſage, he was about to attempt. He | 


_ cauſed great boats to be made after a new manner 


whoſe ſides were far higher than ordinary, and 
could be lifted up or let down like a draw-bridge. 
When lift up they covered the troops they carried; 


and when let down, they ſerved as a bridge to land 


by. - He made ufe likewiſe of another ſtratagem. Ha- 
ving obſerved that the wind blew directly from the 
North, where he lay, to the South, where his ene- 
mies were incamped, he ſet fire to a large heap of wet 
ftraw,which ſpreading a thick ſmoke over the river, hin- 
dred the Saxons from ſeeing his troops, or judging. 
what he was about to do. By means of this cloud 
he ſent out barks loaden with more of the ſame ſmoak- 
ing ſtraw, ſo that the Cloud encreaſing, and being dri- / | 
ven by the wind directly in the face of his enemies, 


t made it impoſſible for them to know whether he 
5 A rixdiller is worth about as much as a French | 
croun / three li vres. + G4 | 
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was upon his paſſage or not. He alone conducted the 468 
execution of his ſcheme, and being got into the midſt 15 
of the river, ell, ſays he to General Renchild, the ou 
 \ Dung will be as good to us as the ſea of Copenhagen ; q | 
Like my word for it, General, we ſhall beat them, He | dhe 
got to the other fide in a quarter of an hour, and 70 
was vext to find that three people had leapt aſnore x f 
before him. He immediately landed his cannon, and bit 
drew up his troops before the enemy, who were quite 2 


dlinded with ſmoak, and could not make any oppo- Bir 
ſition but by a few random ſhot. And the wind ha- C: 
ving diſperſed the miſt, the Saxons ſaw the king of f 5 
Sweden already upon his march againſt them. wore 
Mareſchal Stenau loſt not a moment, but at the firſt * 
appearance of the Swedes fell furiouſſy upon them WM pe 
with the beſt part of his horſe. The violen: ſhock 
of that troop falling upon the Swedes in the inſtant WM 0 
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they were forming their battalions, threw them into a 

diſorder. They gave way, were broken, and purſu- 25 

ed even into the river, The king of Sweden rallied hi 

Wo them ina moment in the midſt of the water, with as = 
much eaſe, as if he had been making a review. The F. 
ſoldiers then marching more cloſe than before, beat WF S 

' back Mareſchal Stenan, and advanced into the plain. 7 
The duke of Courland ſinding his troops in a con- 11 
ſternation, made them retire very dexteroufly into a 11 

dry place, flanked with a moraſs, and a wood where 18 

his axtillery lay. The advantage of the ground, and 8 

the time he had given the Saxons to recover from * 

their firſt ſurprize, reſtored them to their courage. = 

Charles immediately fell upon them, having with him 41 

fifteen thouſand men, and the duke of Conrland a- _ 

bout twelve thouſand. ' The battle was rough and tt 


bloody; the duke had two horſes killed under him, 
and thrice penetrated into the midſt of the king's guard; "k 
but being at laſt beat off his horſe with a blow ; 
ſrom a muſket, his army fell into confuſion, and diſ= . : 
puated the victory no longer, His cuiraſliers carried 
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e Kim off with great difficulty, all ver bruiſed and half 
wiah M44" from the thickeſt of the fight, and from under 

1, the ide Horſes heels, which trampled on him. 
omg The king of Sweden upon this victory makes haſte 

S He to Mittau, the capital of Courland, and takes it. All 
zu db towns in the duchy ſurrender to him at diſcretſon; 


| a J 1 ens wi tid Fin fo «*** {1 1134 fv on S. 7 . 

* it was rather a l Kine a conqueſt. He paſſed 
and without delay into Lithuania, ahd conquered where- 
quit 4 ever he came. And he foiind'a'pleafant ſatisfaclion, 


quite © Le be ound bimſel, Ven hs entred the town of 
44 0 Hirſen in triumph, where the king of Polland and the 
g £zar had plotted bis deſtruction but a few months be- 

ng of SE yrs ines ri eng gant f:, analy yall 
bs in tin lies that de Aid the aflon: of . 

e firſt It was in this place that he laid the deſign of 


ber Foles themſelves, As he was one day ar table wholly 
tant ſtaben up with the thoüghts k this efterprife, and 
A, . ' obſerving his uſual ſobtiety, in a profound ſilence, 


procure them ſuſtenance as 
C3 * ks ; 8 A 
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olf their ſoldi iers. 


harneſs. 

Their Gens d' Armes er which they diſ- 
. tinguiſh into Honflarts and pancernes, march always 
attended by ſeveral valets, who lead their horſes, 
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— 


a — => cw Pn 
—— 
— F . Ca ee ers — ets Aug 1 
= = 1 
— — ——— > —— - — - 


"the foot were as. wretched and ragged, ill cloathed 
+ and: ill armed, without proper furniture or any thing 
uniform; and yet theſe foot who reſemble the vaga- 
- bond; Tartars, ſupport. hunger and cold, fatigues 
and all the weights of war, with, incredible reſoluii - 
on. 

One may ſtill . in the Poliſh foldiers the 
e the ancient Sarmatae their anceſtors, as 
little diſciphne, the ſame fury in the aſſault, the 
ſame readineſs to nun away and return to the battle, 
and the ſame cruel diſpoſition to Daughter, when 
they are conquerors, 

The king of Poland at firſt ffatered himſelf that 
in bis neceſſity theſe two armics would fight for him, 
that the Polliſh Poſpolite would atm at his orders, 
end that all theſe forces joined to the Saxons his ſvh- 
jects. and the * bis allies *, would make | vp 


F 


1 


they can, and pay them. But as they are ſeldom paid 
themſelves, they lay waſte the country, and ruin the 
huſpandmen to ſatisfy their own greedineſs, and that 
The Poliſh lords appear in theſe 
armies wih more magniſicence than in their tawns; 
and their tents are better furnifhed than their houſes, 
The horſe which makes up two thirds of the army, 
is. almoſt alt compoſed of gentlemen, and is remark- 
able for the gracefulneſs of the riders, the beauty of 
the horſes, and the richneſs of the accqutrements and 


- which have e bridles with ys of filver 


But how gorgeous ſoever the IO ebe appear, 
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mipaid a body, before which the ſmaller number of the 
uin the N Swedes would not venture to appear. But he ſaw 
1d that ¶ himſelf almoſt on a ſudden deprived of theſe ſuccours 
a theſe MW by the very care he had taken to have them all together. 
tawns, Accuſtomed in his hereditary dominions to ab- 
10uſes, ſolute power, he too readily ſuppoſed: that he could 
army, govern in Poland as in Saxony. The beginning of 
mark- his reign raiſed malecontents. His firſt proceedings 
uty of | provoked the party which had oppofed his election, 
tsand and alienated almoſt all the reſt. The Poles mur- 

mured to ſee their towns filled with Saxon garriſons, 
y diſ- and their frontiers with Muſcovite troops. The 
Iways nation far more jealous of maintaining their own li- 
orſes, berty, than concerned in diſturbing their neighbours, 
ſilver did not look upon king Auguſtus's war with Sweden, 
bows and the invaſion of Livonia, as an enterprize advan- 
ver, tageous to the republic. It is not an eaſy matter to 
nner, hinder a free nation from diſcerning their true inte- 
te as reſts. The Poles perceiving, that if this war under- 

| taken without their confent ſhould prove unſucceſsful, 
pear, their country lying open on all ſides, would become 
athed a prey to the king of Sweden; and if it ſhould ſur- 
thing ceed, they ſhould be ſubdued by their own king, 
7aga- ho being then malter of Livonia, as well as Saxony, 
igues would enſlave Poland, as it lies between thoſe two 
Juti - countries, which are filled with fortifted places. In 

| this alternative, either of becoming ſlaves to the king 
_ the whom they had elected, or of being raviſhed by 
„ as Charles XII. who was juſtly incenſed, they only rat- 

the ſed an outcry againſt the war, which they judged to 
ttle, be rather declared againſt themſelves, than againſt 
hen Sweden; and they looked upon the Saxons and Mul- 
1 covites as the inſtruments of their chains. Upon the 
that king of Sweden's defeating all that had oppoſed his 
um, paſſage, and advancing with a victorious. army into 
ers, the heart of Lithuania, they clamoured loud againft 
oh- their ſovereign, and with ſo much the more freedom, 
b becauſe he was unfortunate. | 


/ 
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Lithuania was then divided into two parties, tha 
ef the princes Sapieba, and that of Oginſky. Theſe 
two factions had begun from private quarrels, and 
degenerated i intoa civil war. The king of Sweden drey 
over to his intereſt the princes Sapieba; and Oginſky, 
being but badly aſſiſted. the Saxons, found his party 
2 moſt extin uiſhed, The Lithyanian army, v which ihe. 
troubles Tod, want of money had reduced to a ſmal 
number, was in part diſperſed by the conquetor. The 
few who held out for the king of Polland, were ſepa- 
rated into. ſmall bodies of wandring 
over ran the country, and ſubſiſted by ſ oil. So that 
. Auguſtus beheld nothing i in Lithuania, ut the weak. 
; neſs of his own party, the haired of his ſubjects, and 
the army of the enemy conducted by a young prince, 
Ancenſed, victorious, and implacaple. 
Fhere was indeed an army in Poland, but inſtead 
of ſix and thirty thor and men, the number preſeri. 
bed by the laws, it conſiſted but of eighteen thou- 
ſand. And it was-not only ill paid and ill-armed, 
but the genexals were undetermined what courſe they 
ſhould. take. | 
The king's beſt. refuge was to order the nobility 
tio follow him; but he durſt not expoſe himſelf to 1 
refuſal, which would have too much diſcovered: his 
weakneſs, and conſequently increaſed it. 
In this ſtate of trouble and uncertainty, all the pa- 
Jatinates of the kingdom demanded a diet of the king; 
in like manner as in England in- times of difficulty, 
all the bodies of the ſtate: preſent addreſſes to the 
king, to deſire him to call a parliament, Au- 
_ « guſtus ſtood more in need of an arm than a diet, 
' Where the actions of kings are examined. He was o- 
dliged however to call one, that he might not exaſ- 
perate the nation beyond a poſſibility of reconcile- 
ment. A diet therefore was appointed to meet at 
Warſaw on the ſecond of December 1701. And he 
ſoon perceived that Charles XII. had at leaſt as much 
Power in the aſſembl y as h. mſelf. Thoſe who held for 
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. he Sapieba, the Lubomirſky and their friends, tie 
els 55 Palatine Lecliniky ts eaſurer of the crown, and above 

; en dre all, the partizans of the Princes Sobieſky, were all 
5 infles ſecretly attached to the king of Sweden. 

5h bY The moſt conſiderable enemy be king. of Poland 
: bi 1 had, was Cardinal Radjouſky, archbiſhop of Gneſna, 
ee primate of the kingdom, and preſident of the diets. 

a. ſmal PR x , 1 EY 

r. Th: He was a man full of artifice and re erve in his con- 
cus; entirely governed by an ambitious woman, 
Te lepa· hom the Swedes called Madame la Cardinale, who 


„ which never ceaſed to puſh him 6n to intrigue and faQtion, 


80 th WF The primate's talent lay chiefly in making his advan- 
Ay , 1 tage of the conjectures which fell in his way, with- 
e's 8 out endeavouring to give riſe to them. He would ap- 
Prince, pear unreſolved when he was molt abſolutely determi- 
inſtead ned in his projects, ſeeking always to gain his ends 

f 2 8 by ways which ſeemed molt oppolite to them. King 
Reign John Sobieſky, the predeceſſor of Auguſtus, had for- 

5 fooy- merly made him biſhop of Warmelent, and vice-chan- 
fee cellor of the kingdom. And Radjouſky, whilſt a pri- 
1 they vate biſhop, obtained the cardinals hat by the favour 
obiljey fil . ſave prints..- This.digeity lone opyncd Bins 
E760 the way to the primacy; and this uniting in his per- | 
od: his ſon whatever is apt to imgoſe upon others, he was in 
da nis a condition to intrigue with impunitʒ. 9s 
he pa Upon the death of John he uſed his utmoſt endea - 
kino: vours to place prince James Sobieſky upon the throne; 

I Ne but the torrent of hatred they bore to the father, 
ek though ſo great a man as he was, ſet aſide the fon. 
ip: the The cardinal primate then joined with the Abbe de 
e Polignac, embaſſador of France, to give the crown to 
diet, WY the prince of Conti, who in reality was elected, but 
91 15 the money and troops of Saxony got the better of his 
nd eloquence. He at laſt ſuffered himſelf to be drawn 
ws into the party which crowned the elector of Saxony, 
500 10 and waited with impatience for an opportunity to 


much bow, diviſion between the nation and the new king. 
for Rk 'The victories of Charles XII. protector of priuce 


" * 


7 


< he diet; that he made war againſt Auguſtus and the 
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James Sobi: fs „, the civil war of Lithuania, the gehigable. 
neral dilaffection of all mens minds to king Augultui 
gave the cardinal hopes that the time was now come 
when he might be able to ſend back Auguſtus into 
Saxony, and open to the ſon of king John the way 
to the throne, This prince, before, the innocent 
object of the Poles hate, was now become their idol 
from the time that king Auguſtus grew out of favour; 
hut he durſt not indulge himſelf in the thoughts of wedes, 
ſo greata revolution; and yet the cardinal had inſen-Wavagin 
| fibly laid the foundations "rs Jaed b 
He at firſt ſeemed deſirous of reconciling, the king Wnore 1 
with the republic: he ſent circular letters dictated in Wpwn cc 
appearance by the ſpirit of concord and charity, uſual {axons 
and noted ſnares, but ſuch as never fail to entrap: Wo win 
he wrote a pathetic letter to the king of Sweden, Whowev 
conjuring him in the name of him, whom all Chri- Wincenſ; 
ſtians equally adore, to give peace to Palland, and Th 
her king, Charles XII. anſwered the cardinal's in- Wthe dic 
tentions, more than his words. In, the mean time he were! 
remained in the great duchy of Lithuania with his 
victorious army, declaring that he would not diſturb 


daxons, and not againſt Poland; and that far from 
deſi igning any thing againſt the republic, he came to 
reſcue it from oppreſſion. Theſe Jetters and theſe 
anſwers were for the publie. The emiſfaries; which 
went and came continually from the cardinal to Count 
Piper, and the private aſſemblies held at the prelates 
houſe, where the ſprings that moved the diet. They 
propoſed to ſend an embaſſy to Charles XII. and re- 
quired with one conſent of the king, that he ſhould 
bring no more Muſcovites upon their frontiers, and 
| that he ſhould fend back the Saxon troops. 
he bad fortune of Auguſtus had already done. ann 
es the diet demanded of him. The league ſecret · ¶ to b 
: ly concluded with the Muſcovites at Birſen was be · dete 
come as inbonificapt, as at firſt it had e iar. 1 
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the geſhidable. He was far from being able to ſend the Czar 
Augultue fifty thouſand Germans he had promiſed to raiſe 
2W cont the empire. The Czar himſelf, a dangerous enemy 
tus invfflo Poland, was at that time not very eager to aſſiſt 
the wayfhith all his ſorces a divided kingdom, from whence 
nnocentſMWe was in hopes of reaping Tome ſpoils. He content- 

weir 1dolf$d himſelf with ſending twenty thouſand Muſcovites 
ſavour; Into Lithuania, who did more miſchief there than the 
aghts offWwedes, flying continually before the conqueror, and 
d inſen-{Wavaging the lands of the Poles, till at laſt being pur- 
Jed by the Swediſh generals and finding nothing 


he king Whore to pillage, they returned by ſhoals to their 
ated in Ipwn country. As for the ſcattered remains of the 
7, uſual Waxons army beaten at Riga, king Auguſtus ſent them 
-ntrap: Who winter and recruit in Saxony; that this ſacrifice, 
weden, Whowever involuntary, might ſoften the rage of the 
| Chri- {Wincenſed Poles, © | N 


, and The war was then changed into intrigues, and 


1's in · ¶ the diet divided into almoſt as many fattions as there 
ime he were Palatines. One day the intereſt of king Avguſ- 
th his tus prevailed, and the next were preſcribed. Every 
diſturb body cried out for liberty and juſtice, but no body 


nd the Mknew what it was to be juſt or free. The time was 
from {MWſpent in cabbaling in ſecret, and baranguing in public. 
me to The diet neither knew what they would, nor what 
theſe ¶ they ſhould, do. Great companies ſeldom agree u- 
which pon proper counſels in times of civil broils, becauſe 
Lount BW the bold men in ſuch aſſemblies are generally faQtions, 
elates ¶ and the men of probity timorous. The diet broke 
Fhey up in diforder on the 15th of Februray 1702, after 
d re- ¶ three months of cabbaling and irreſolution. The ſena- 
ould tors, who are the Palatines and the biſhops, remain- 
and ed at Warſaw, The ſenate of Poland have a fight to 
| make laws proviſionally, which the diets ſeldom diſ- 
done, WW annul. This body being not ſo numerous, and uſed 
cret- ¶ to buſineſs, was far leſs tumultuous, and came to a 
s be · ¶ determination more quickly. F 5 
lor - They 22 to ſend the embaſſy to the king of 
weden propoſed in the diet, that the Poſpolite ſhould 
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mount their horſes, and be ready upon all event, 
They made ſevera] regulations to appeaſe the trouble: 
in Lithuania, and ſtill more to diminiſh the king! 
authority, tho' they had leſs reaſon to be afraid of it, 
| than that of Charles, 


Auguſtus choſe rather to receive hard laws from hi 
conqueror than his ſobjects. He determined to aſk 
peace of the king of Sweden, and would have conclu- 
ded a private treaty with him. But he was obliged to 
conceal this ſtep from the ſenate, whom he looked 


upon as an enemy ſtill more untractable. As the af. Jo 


air was delicate, he entruſted it wholly to the Coun- 
teſs of Koniſmar, a Swediſh lady of great birth, to 
whom he was then attached. This Lady, who was ſo 
famous in the world for her wit and beauty, was more 
capable than any miniſter whatever to give ſucceſs to 
a negotiation. - Beſides, as ſhe had an eſtate: in 


. * Charles XlIth's dominions, and had lived long in 


his court. ſhe had a plauſible pretence of waiting 
upon him. She came then to the Swediſh camp in 
Lithuania, and ſtreight applyed herſelf to Count 


Piper, who too ligh:ly promiſed. her an audience of 
his maſter. The counteſs, among the perſections 


which rendred her one of the moſt agreeable perſons 


in Europe, had a ſingular talent of ſpeaking the 
languages of ſeveral countries, which ſhe had never 


feen, and with as much propriety as if ſhe had been 
born in them. She would ſometimes amule herſelf with 


writing French verſes, which might eaſily have been 
* miſtaken for the compoſition of a perſon brought up 


at Verſailles. She made ſome for Charles XII. which 
ought not to be forgotten in his hiſtory, She intro- 


_ duced the. fabulous gods, commending his different 


virtues; and the peace concluded thus, which (being 
rendered into Engliſh). is, . 
The hero's acts, while other gods proclaim, 
' And praiſe, and promiſe him immortal ſame 
Silent ſit Bacchus, and tbe queen of ve. 
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All her wit and charms were loſt upon ſuch a man 
as the king of Sweden, and he conſtantly refuſed to 
ſee her. But as he frequently rode out to take tlie 


air, ſhe reſolved to ſpeak to him upon the road. | 


And. accordingly meeting him one day in a narrow 


road, ſhe alighted out of her coach, as ſoon as ſhe 


ſaw him. The king made her a low bow withont 
ſpeaking one word to her, turned the bridle of his 
horſe, and rode back in an inſtant. So that the coun- 
teſs of Koniſmar gained no other advantage from her 
journey, but the fatisfaQion of believing that the king 
of Sweden feared no body but her. | = 

The king of Poland was therefore obliged to throw 


himſelf into the arms of the ſenate. He made them' 


two propoſals by the palatine of Mariembourg ; the 


one that they ſhould leave to him the diſpoſition of 


the army of the republic, whom he would pay two 


quarters advance out of his own revenue; and the 
ether, that they ſhould allow him to bring twelve 
thouſand Saxons back into Poland. The cardinal 
primate gave an anſwer as ſevere, as the anſwer of 


the king of Sweden. He told the palatine of Mari- 
embourg in the name of the aſſembly. That they 


were reſolved to ſend an embaſſy to Charles XII. that 


their buſine/s now was to reconcile the king with Poland 


and Sweden; that it would be of no ſervice to pay an 


army, which would not fight for him, without orders 


from the republic ; and for the Saxons, he would adviſe = 


hum to bring none into Poland. 155 


- The king in this extremity was deſirous of prefer- . 
ving at leaſt the appearance of the royal authority. 


He ſent one of his chamberlains to-Charles, to know 
of him, where and how his Swediſh majelty would 
receive the embaſſy of the king his maſter apd of the 


republic. They had unhappily neglected to demand 
a paſs port for his chanberlain to the Swedes. And 
the king of Sweden impriſoned him, inſtead of giving 
kim audience, and ſaid that he expected to receive 


oy - 
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| 8 from the republic, and not from king Au · 
gultus. . 8 3 e 
Charles then leaving garriſons behind him in ſome 
towns of Lithuania, advanced beyond Grodno, a 
place famous in Europe for the diets that are held 
there, but il! built and worſe fortified. 
At ſome miles from Grodno he met the embaſſy of 
the republic, which conſiſted of ſive ſenators. The 
Waiwede Galeſky, and count Tarlo who ſince died 
in France, were appointed to deliver it. The king 
gave them audience im his tent, with a pomp which he 
always diſdained, but then thought neceſſary. 4 lieu- 
renant general with an hundred Drabans on horſeback, 
who are the guards of the king of Sweden, went to 
meet the ambaſſadors ; they lighted off their horſes 
within fifty foot of the royal tent, and were conducted 
between two lines of guards under arms to a great 
antichamber. A major general introduced them 
from thence into a very large chamber, where the 
_cetling, floors, and walls, were all covered with Per- 
ſian tapeſtry. The king received them upon a throne. 
. He roſe and took off his hat upon their firſt bowing ; 
and then the king and the ambaſſadors being covered, 
the Waiwode ſpoke firſt, and count Tarlo after him. 
Their diſcourſes were full of caution and obſcurity ; 
they did not once pronounce the name of the king of 
Poland, as they were determined neither to ſpeak in 
dais favour, nor openly to complain of him, but only 
left him to.gueſs at what they thought not proper to 
explain. Charles treated each embaſſador in private 
With friendſhip and confidence. + But when he came 
do give his anſwer to the republic which ſent them, 
and which did not enter in his meafures with a ſub- 
- miſſion ſo ready as he expected, he told them by 
a wag Piper, that he would give an anfwer at War- 
The fame day he marched towards that town. * 
This march was preceded by a manifeſto, which the ht 
cardinal and his party fpread over Poland in eight WM ft 


* 
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days. By this writing Charles invited all the Poles 


that their intereſts and his were the ſame. They ware 
notwithſtanding very different; but the ma wos 
ſupported by a great party; by the diſorder of the ſe - 
nate, and the approach of;the conqueror, made very 
ſtrong impreſſions... They were obliged to own Char- 


and it was well for them, that he contented himſelf 
with that title, EO OE; | 8 1 
The ſenators who oppoſed Auguſtus, publiſhed 
this writing aloud even before his face, and the few 
who adhered to him, kept filence. At laſt when they 
heard that Charles was advancing by long marches, 
they all prepared in confuſion to depatt; the cardi- 
nal left Warſaw'one of the firſt ; and the major patt 
followed haſtily ; ſome fled to their own coun'* y ſeats 


to arm their friends, There remained with the king 


the Popes Nuncio, and ſome few biſhops and pala- 
tines, who were attached to his fortune, he was forced 
10 fly, and nothing yet had been decided in his favour. 
a Before his departure he made haſte to hold a council 
ty; with the ſmall number of ſenators, which ſtill repre- 
ſented the ſenate. But how zealous ſoever they were 


_ that they d ot allow bim the liberty of bringing 
above ſix thouſand men ffom thence for his defer: ce. 
and they farther voted, that theſe ſix thouſand men 


and immediately ſent home after the concluſion of a 
the diſpoſition of them to him. 


Upon this reſolution of the council, the king left 
'- Warſaw, being too weak to oppoſe the enemy and 


13-2 


to join their revenge with his, and. pretended io ſhew 


les for their protector, fince he was refolved to be fo, 


waiting to ſee how things would terminate, and others - 


only the ambaſſadors of the emperor and the Czar, ' 


for his ſervice, they were ſtill Poles, and had all 
conceived A an averſion to the Saxon troops, 


ſhould be commanded by the grand general of Poland, 
peace. At to the armies of the republic, they left. 


_ little ſzrisfied with the conduct of his own party. He | 
_ eight publiſhed his orders for aſſembling the Poſ-. 


_ 
., 
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polite, and armies which were ſcarce any thing but a 
bare name. There was nothing to be hoped for out 
of Sxithrania, where the Swedes were poſted, And the 
 Dwngof Poland reduced io a ſmall number of troops, 
'_ whated arms, proviſions; and good- will. The greateſt 
part of the nobility were intimidated, unreſolved, or 
iL diſpoſed, and cor fined themſelves to their own 
houſes : their king in vain, though authorized by 
the laws of the ſlate, gave orders under the pain of 
death to every gentieman in the country to appear 
on horſe-back and follow him. It was now become 


rate, where the form of government, being intirely 
abſolute, left him under no apprehenſions of being 
diſobeyed. He had already privately given orders 
for twelve thouſand Saxons, who were upon their 
march with all poſſible ſpeed. He farther recalled the 
eight thouſand he had promiſed to the emperor to aſ- 
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neceſſity he was reduced to, he was obliged to with - 
draw. This introdudtion of ſo many Saxons into 
- Poland, was a ſure means of alienating all men's af- 
fections; as it was a violation alſo of the law made by 
his own party which allowed him but fix thouſand : 
but he knew very well, that if he was. conqueror, they 
durſt not complain; and if he was conquered, they 
would never forgive his having introduced even ſix 
thouſand, Whilſt theſe foldiers were marching up in 
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nate to »{T-mble the nobility that adhered to him, the 


fifth of May 1702. The gates were opened to him upon 
the firſt ſummons, He ſent away the Poliſh garriſon, 
diſmiſſed- the city guard, every where poſted guards 
of his own, ordered the inhabitants to bring in their 
arms, and content with having difarmed them, and 
not willing to exaſperate them, he demanded no more 
of them than a contribution of an hundred thouſand 


Fd 


' a diſpute, whether they owed him obedience, His 
chief dependance was upon the troops of his eleRo- 


- fiſt him in his wars againſt France, and which in the 


troops, Mhilſt he was flying from palatinate to palati- 


king of Sweden at laſt arrived before Warſaw, on the 
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leres. King Auguſtus was then getting together his 
forces at Cracow, and was much ſurpriſed to ſee tbe 


capdinal primate one of the comany. That man, 


whoſe heart burnt within him to finiſh the work 


he had begun, pretended to keep up the de- 
cency of his character to the laſt, and to dethrone 
his king with all the reſpectful behaviour of a good 
ſubject. He told him that the King of Sweden ap- 
peared diſpoſed to a reaſonable agcomodation, and 
humbly begged leave that he might attend him. King 


| Auguſtus granted him what he could not refuſe; that 


is, the liberty of doing him a miſchief. 

| The cardinal primate, thus covering the baſeneſs 
of his conduR, by the addition of treachery, made 
haſte to viſit the king of Sweden, before whom he 


had never yet ventured to preſent himfelf. He ſaw : 


his Majeſty at Praag, not far from Warſaw, but 


without the ceremonies, which had been uſed towards 
the ambaſſadors of the republic. 


He found the 
conqueror clad in a coat of coarſe blue cloath, with 


"braſs buttons gilt, jact boots, and buff-ſkin gloves 


that reached up to his elbows, in a room without 
hangings, in company with the duke of Holſtein his 
brother-in-law, count Piper his firſt miniſter, and ſe - 
veral general officers. The king advanced ſome ſteps 
to meet the cardinal, and they had a conference to- 


gether ſtanding, of about a quarter of an hour, which 
Charles put an end to by ſaying along, I vill never 


give the Poles peace, till they have elected another King. 
The cardinal, who waited for this declaring, imme- 
diately ſigniſied it to all the palatines, aſſuring them 


he was extremely concerned at it, and at the fame 
time laying before them the neceſſity of complying 
with the conqueror. FVV 
D pon this news the king of Poland ſaw plainly, that 
he muſt either loſe his crown or preſerve it by arms; 


and he uſed his utmoſt efforts to ſueceed in that great 


deciſion. All his Saxon troops were arrived from the 


frontiers of Saxony. The nobility of the palatine of 


D 3 
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Cracow, where he {till remained, came in a bady to 
offer him their ſervices. He in perſon exhorted every 
one of theſe gentlemen toremember the oaths they had 
taken, and they aſſured him that they would fpill the ſalt 
drop of their blood in his defence. Fortified with theſe 
| Juecours, and the troops which were called the army of 
the crown, he went for the firſt time to ſeek in per- 
ſon the king of Sweden; and he was not Jong before 
he found him, ſor he was already marching againſt 
him towards Cracow. 1 Te, 


The two kings met on the 19th of July 1 70 2. ina 


large plain near Cliſſau, between Warſaw and Cracow. 
Auguſtus had near four and twenty thouſand men, and 
_ Charles XII. not above twelve thouſand, | Fhe battle 
began with the playing of the artillery. Upon the firſt 
volley which was diſcharged by the Saxons, the duke 
of Holſtein who commanded the Swediſh horſe, a young 
prince of great courage and virtue, received a cannon- 
ball in the reins. The king enquired if he was dead, 
and was told that he was; he made no anſwer, but 
the tears fell from his eyes; and then covering his 
face for a moment with his hands, on a ſudden he 
ſpurred his horſe with fury, and ruſhed into the thick- 
eit of the enemy, at the head of his guard. 

The king of Poland did all that could be expected 
from a prince who was fighting for his crown. He 
. thrice led up his troops in perſon to the charge; but 
the aſcencant of Charles XII. carried it, and gained a 
compleat victory. The enemy's camp, colours, and 
_ artillery, And Auguſtus? war ehelt, were leſt to him. 
UHe made no ſtay upon the field of battle, but marched 
trait ro Cracow, purſuing the king of Poland, who 
pedbboforetbimg: ES © 
T The citizens of Cracow were bold enougb to ſhut 
their gates upon the conqueror. He cauſed them to be 
burſt open, and took the caſtle by aſſault, His ſoldiers, 
the only men in the world who could abſtain from pil- 
lage aſter a viclocy, did net offer the leaſt il] treatment 

io any one citizen; but the king made them pay fuffi- 


+, * 


"CHARLES XI: B. HR 13 


ciently for the raſnneſs of their reſiſtance, by raiſing 
upon them exceſſive contributions. 3 


He departed from Cracow in the full reſolution of | 


purſuing Auguſtus, without intermiſſion ; but within 


ſome miles from the city his horſe fell under him, and 


broke his thigh. They were obliged to carry him back 
to Cracow, where he was confined to his bed for fix 
week in the hands of his ſurgeons, This accident 
gave Auguſtus leiſure to breathe a little. He cauſed it 
immediately to be ſpread throughout Poland and Ger- 


many, that Charles XII. was killed by his fall. This 


falſe report, which was credited for ſome time, filled all 


mens minds with aſtoniſhment and uncertainty. In 
this ſmall interval he aſſembles all the orders of the 


kingdom at Mariembourg, and then at Lublin, who 
had before been called together to Sendomir. 


In the mean time Charles XII, recovered of his. 


wound, and overturned all before him. Always ſixt 
in his reſolution of forcing the Poles themſelves to de- 


throne their king, by the intrigues of the Cardinal pri- 

mate, he cauſed an aſlembly to be called together at 
' Warſaw to oppoſe that of Lublin. His generals re- 
preſented to him that the affaic might thus be pro- 


trated to a tedious length, and at length yaniſh'in de- 
lays; that during this time the Muſcovites were daily 
engaging with the troops he had left behind in Livonia 


and Ingria, and that the event was not always fiyour- 
able to the Swedes, and that his preſence there in all 


probability would very ſoon become neceſſary. Charles, 
who was as ſteady in the execution of his projects, as 


he was briſk in his ations, anſwered, though I were 
to ſlay here fifty years, I would not leave the place till I 


had dethroned the king of Poland, — + 
Having augmented his victorious troops with fix 


thouſand horſe and eight thouſand foot, which he re- 


ceived from Sweden, he marched' againſt the remains 


of the Saxon army he had beaten at Cliſſau, which had | 
gained time to rally and recruit, whilſt his fall from 


his horſe had confined him to his bed, This army 
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ſhunned his approach, and retired towards Pruſſia on 


the north-weſt of Warſaw. The river Bugh lay be- 


- tween him and his enemies, Charles ſwam over it at 


the head of his horſe, whilſt the foot went to ſeek 2 
ford ſomewhat higher. On May 1. 1703. he came up 
with the Saxons at a place called Pultuſk. They were 
commanded by general Stenau to the number of about 


ten thouſand. The king of Sweden in his precipitate 
- March had brought no more along with him, being 
confident that a leſs number would have ſufficed. The 


terror bf his arms was ſo great, that one half of the Sax. 
on army ran away at his approach, without ſtaying for 
the battle. General Stenau ſtood firm for a while with 
two regiments, but the moment after, he was drawn 
along in the general flight of his army, which was dif- 
perſed before it was conquered, The Swedes did not 
take a thouſand priſoners, nor kill ſix hundred men, 


having more difficulty in purſuing than defeating them. 
Auguſtus who had nothing left him but the ſcattered 
remains of the Saxons beaten on all ſides, retired in 
all haſte to Thorn, a town of royal Pruſſia, ſituate u- 
pon the Weiſſel, and under the protection of Polland. 


Charles immediately prepared to beſiege it. The king 


of Poland not thinking himſelf ſecure, withdrew into 


Saxony. In the mean time Charles, who made nothing 
of fo many briſk marches, ſwiming of rivers, and hur- 
rying along with his foot mounted behind his horſe, was 


not able to bring up. his cannon before Thorn; but was 
_ Obliged to wait till it was ſent him from Sweden by ſea: 


WWhilſt he was waiting for it, he took up his quar- 
ters within ſome miles of the town, and would oſten 
advance too near the ramparts, to view it. The plain 


dreſs he always wore was of greater ſervice to him 


than he had ever imagined in theſe dangerous walks. 
It hindred him from being taken notice of, and point- 


ed out by the enemy, as a perſon to be fired at. One 
day having approached very near with one of his ge- 
nerals named Lieven, who was dre ſſed in ſcarlet trim- 


med with gold, and fearing leit the general ſhould be 
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F ieft laſted, the king takes him by the arm, puts bim- 
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Perceived, he ſlrait ordered him to walk behind him, 
moved by that magnanimity ſo natural to him, which 
even hindered him from reflefting that he expoſed his 
own life to a manifeſt danger to ſave that of his ſub- 
i Lieven diſcerning his error too late in having put 
on a remarkable habit. which expoſed alſo thoſe that 
were with him, and fearing equally for the king in 
Whatever place he was, heſitated a while whether he 
dught to obey him; in the moment while this con- 


ſelf before him, and hides him; at the ſame inſtant 
a cannon ball, which came in flank, ſtruck the ge- 
neral dead upon that very ſpot which the king had 
ſcarce quitted, The death of his man, killed direct · 
y in his ſtead, and becauſe he had a mind to fave him, 
contributed not a litile to confirm him in the notion 
he ever held of abſolute predeſtination, and made him 
believe, that his fate, which protected him in fo ſin- 
gular a manner, reſerved him for the execution of 
Cm / ((( 5 
Every thing ſucceeded with him, and his negotia - 
tions and his arms were equally fortunate. He was 
in a manner preſent throughout all Poland; for his 
grand Mareſchal Renchild was in the heart of thoſe 
dominions with a great body of the army. Near thirty - 
thouſand Swedes. under different generals, diſperſed 
towards the north and the eaſt upon the frontiers 
of Muſcovy, withſtood the efforts of the whole em- 
pire of Ruſſia; and Charles was in the weſt at the 
other end of Poland, at the head of the beſt part of 
lis troops 8 15 l 
The king of DentMfirk, tied down by the treaty of 
Travendal, which his weakneſs hindred bim from 
breaking continued ſilent, The elector of Branden- 
bourg v-10had acquired the title of king of Pruſſia, 
without any increaſe of power, durſt not expreſs his 
diſzult at ſeeing the king of Sweden ſo near his domi-. _ 
nions. His grandfather had been deprived of the 
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beſt part of Pomerania by Guſtavus Adolphus : and 
he had no ſecurity for the reſt, but\the moderation 
of Charles. Farther towards the ſouth-weſt between 
the rivers of Elbe and Weſer lay the duchy of Bremen, 
the laſt territory of the antient conqueſts of the 
Swedes, filled with ſtrong garriſons, which opened to the 
conqueror the gates of Saxony and the empire. Thu: 
from the German ocean almoſt to the mouth of the 
HBoriſthenes, which make the breadth of Europe, and 
to the gates of Muſcow, all was in conſternation, and 
every moment expecting an entire revolution. His 
veſſels were maſters of the Baltic, and employed in 
tranſporting priſoners from Poland into his own coun: 
try. Sweden alone was calm in the midſt of theſe 
great emotions, taſting the ſweets of a profound peace, 
and enjoying the glory of her king, without bearing 
the weight of it; fince his victorious troops were 
paid and maintained at the expence of the conquered, 
In this general ſilence of the North before the arms 
of Charles XII. the town of Dantzic ventured to diſ. 
oblige him. Fourteen frigates and forty tranſport 
veſſels were bringing the king a ſupply of ſix thouſand 
men, with cannon and ammunition, to finiſh the 
fiege of Thorn. Theſe ſuccours mult neceſſarily paſs 
up the Weiſlel. At the mouth of this river lie: ! 
Dantzic, a rich and free town, enjoying with Eib- Lanz 
ing and Thorn the ſame privileges in Poland, as the J. 
- Imperjal towns have in Germany. Its liberty had 
been attacked by turns, by the Danes, the Swedes, 
and ſome German princes, and was eren only 
| ad of each other, 
Count Steinbock, one of . ere al- 
ſembled the mapiſtrates in the Nngs name, demanded 


ol them and ſome ammunition. The magiſtrates, by 
an uſual imprudence in thoſe who treat with their ſu- 

periors in ſtrength, durſt neither abſolutely refuſe, not 
expresſliy grant what he demahded. General Stein 
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ſor their imprudent denial. At laſt the recruits, the 
cannon and ammunition being arrived before Thorn: 
the ſiege was begun on the 22d of September. 

Rovel, governor of the place, defended it a month 
with a garriſon of five thouſand men. And then it 
was forced to ſurrender at diſcretion. The garriſon 
were made priſoners of war, and dat ante 8 


jeſty, who never loſt an opportunity of doing honour 
to merit in his enemies, gave him a ſword with his 
own hand, made him a conſiderable preſent in money, 


and ſent him away upon his parole. The honour the _. 


town of Thorn bad, in having formerly produced 
Copernicus the founder. of the true ſyſtem of 'the 
world, had no influence upon a conqueror, too little 


converſant in ſuch matters, and who knew how to 


reward nought elſe but valour. This poor petty 
town was condemned to pay forty thouſand crowns ; 
am exceſſive contribution for ſuch a place! 
Elbing a town built upon an arm of the Weiſſel, 


ſounded by the Teutonic knights, and alſo annexed 


to Poland, did not make a proper advantage for the 
Dantzikers miſtake, but heſitated too long about gi- 


ving paſſage to the Swediſh troops, and was more ſe- 
Charles entred there 
in perſon on the 13th of December at the head off 


verely puniſhed than Dantzic. 


four thouſand men armed with bayonets at the end 


of their muſtets. The inhabitants in a fright threw - 
themſelves upon their knees in the ſtreets, and beg 
ged for mercy. He took from them all their arms, 
lodged his ſoldiers in their houſes, and then having 


called the magiſtrates together, obliged them to raiſe 


that very daya contribution of two hnundred and ſixty 


thoufand crowns. There were in the town two hun- 


dred pieces of cannon, and four hundred thouſand 


weight of gun · powder, upon which he ſeized. The 


| | 3 
dock made them give by force more than he had aſked; 
and farther exacted from the town a contribution of 
an hundred thouſand crowns by way of recompence 


weden. 
Rovel was preſented to the king unarmed.” His ma- 
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gaining a victory would not have brought him ſo 
many advantages. All theſe ſucceſſes were forerun- 
ners to the dethroning of king Auguſtus. 

The cardinal had ſcarce taken an oath to his king, 
that he would attempt nothing againſt him, before he 
went to the aſſembly at Warſaw, but ſtill under the 
pretence of peace. He was attended by three thou- 
ſand ſoldiers raiſed upon his own eflate, but upon 
coming thither talked of nothing but concord and 
obedience. At laſt he threw off the maſk, and on the 
14th of February 1704, declared in the name of the 
aſſembly, Azguſtius, elector of Saxony, uncapable of 
wearing the crown of Poland, They then pronounced 
with a common voice, that the throne was vacant, 
The ſeſſion of that day was not yet ended, when a 


cC.ourier from the king of Sweden brings a letter from 


his majeſty to the aſſembly. The cardinal opens the 
letter, which contained an order in form of a requeſt, 


select prince James Sch ies) for their king, They 


were diſpoſed to obey with joy, and fixed the day of 
the election. The prince was then at Breſlau in Si- 
leſia, waiting with impatience for the crown, which 


| his father had wore. He was complimented upon it, 


and ſome flatterers had even already given him the title 
of majeſty, in ſpeaking to him. As he was one day 
hunting at ſome leagues off from Breſlau with prince 
_ Conſtantine one of hig brothers, thirty Saxon horſe- 

men, ſent privately by king Auguſtus, break out of 
a ſudden upon them from a neighbouring wood, ſur- 
round the two princes, and carry them off without 
reſiſtance. Freſh horſes ſtood ready at a diſtance, upon 
which they were immediately carried to Lipſic, and 
cloſe confined. This ſtep at once broke all the mea- 


ſures of Charles, the cardinal, and the aſſembly at 


A . | 
Fortune, which makes ſport with crowned heads, 

threw king. Auguſtus almoſt at the fame time upon 

the point of being taken himſelf, He was at dinner 
within three leagues of Cracow, relying upon an ad- 
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vanced guard polled at ſome diſtance, when general 
Renchild came ſuddenly upon him, after having car- 
ried off the guard, The king of Poland had but juſt 
time to gei on horſeback with ten others. General 
Renchild puriued him four days, ready to ſize upon 
him every moment. The king fled to Sendomier, and 
the Swediſh general followed him thither; and it was 
2 ſingular piece of good fortune, that he made his eſ· 
n the mean time the kings party treated that of 
the cardinal, and were reciprocally treated by them, 
as traitors to their country. The army of the crown 
was divided between the two factions. Auguſtus for- 
ced at laſt to accept of ſuccours from the Muſcovites, 
repented that be had not applied to them ſooner. 
Sometimes he marched into Saxony," where his forces 
were exhauſted ; and ſometimes he would return into 
Poland, where they durſt not ai tim. On the o- 
ther ſide the king of Sweden Teigned in Poland calm 
and victorious; and more abſolutely than Auguſtus 
had ever done. „ | 8 

Count Piper, who was as much a politician; as 
his maſter was a hero, laid hold of the opportunity 
to adviſe Charles XII. to take upon himſelf the croun 
of Poland. He repreſented to him how eaſily he 
might bring it aboat with a victorious army, and 
a poyerful party in the heart of a kingdom, which 
he had already brought under ſubjection. He tempt- 
ed him with the title of defender of the Evangelical 


| religion, a name which flattered the ambition, of 
Charles. It was eaſy for him, he ſaid, to do in Po- 


land what Guſtavus Vaſa had dane in Sweden; to in- 
troduce Lutheranifm, and break the chains of the peo- 
ple, now flaves to the nobility and clergy. Charles 
gave way to the temptation for a moment; but glory 


was his idol. He ſacriſiced his intereſt to it, and the 


pleaſure he would have had in taking Poland from the 
pope. He told Count of he liked better to 
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give away kingdoms than gain them, and added 
ſmiling; Joa were made for the miniſter of an Italian 
3 
Charles ſtill lay near Thorn, in that part of royal 
Pruſſia which belongs to Poland; he thence obſerved 
all that was tranſacted at Warſ uo, and kept the neigh- 
bouring powers in awe. Prince Alexander brother of 
the two Sobiſſcys, who were carried off in Sileſia, 
came to demand vengeance of him: The king pro- 
miſed it him the more readily, as he judged it eaſy, and 
that he ſhould be thereby revenged himſelf, But be- 
ing impatient to give Poland a king, he offered the 
throne to prince Alexander, which fortune ſeemed 
| bent to deny to his brother, He did not in the leaſt 
expect a refuſal. But prince Alexander told him, 
that nothing ſhould ever engage him to make an advan- 
tage of his eldeſt hrothers misfortune, The king of 
* Sweden, Count Piper, and his friends, and eſpecially 
- wmeyoung palatine of Poſnania, Staniſlaus Lecſinſky, 
preſſed him to accept of it. But he continued firm in 
his reſolution, The neighbouring princes were aſto- 
niſned at the news, and knew not whom they ſhould 
admire moſt; a king of Sweden, who at two 
and twenty years old gave away the crown of Po- 


a „ BOOK III. 
8 UN G Staniſl;us Lecſinſky was then deputed 

1 by the aſſembly at Warſaw to give an account 
10 the king of Sweden of ſeveral differences which 
had aroſe among them ſince prince James was carried 
away. Staniſlaus had a very engaging aſpect, full of 
brrvery-and ſweetneſs, with an air of probity and 
openneis, which is doubtleſs the greateſt of all outward 

advantage, aud adds a greater weighi to words than 
% 5 * 
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eloquence itſelf. 
ſpoke of king Auguſtus, of the aſſembly, the cardi- 
val primate, and the different intereſts which divided 


Poland, made an impreſſion upon Charles XII. He 


was 2 prince that underſtood mankind exceedingly 
well; and had ſucceeded in the choice he had made 
of his generals and miniſters. He deſignedly pro- 
longed the conference, thar he mighe the better ſound 
the genius of the young deputy, And after the audi- 
ence he ſaid aloud, That he had not /eeii d man {+ fit 
to reconcile all parties. He (trait made enquiry into 
the character of the palatine of Leclinſky ; and wos 
informed that he was a pet ſon of great courage and 
inured᷑ to fatigue; that he lay conſtantly upon a kind 
of ſtraw mattreſs, requiring no ſervice of his domeſ- 
ticks about his perſon; that he was of a temperance 
before unknown to that climate; liberal, and adored 
by his vaſſals; and the only nobleman perhaps in 
Poland, who had any friends, at a time when no re- 
gard was paid to any ties but thoſe of intereſt and 
faction. . e Ea ter | 

- Fhis character, which in many paryicutars reſem- 
| He adviſed 
with no body, but without any cabbaling, or even 
public deliberation, he ſaid to two of his generals, 
ſewing them Lecſinsy; ſee there is the king whom 


be Poles [hall have. + ge | | 
His reſolution was fixt, and Staniſlaus as yet knew 


nothing of the matter, when the cardinal primate 


came to wait upon Charles, The. prelate was king 


during, the interregnum, and was deſirous of prolong- 
ing his tranſient authority. Charles aſked him whom 


be thought in Poland deſerving of the crown. I 
know but three, anſwered the cardinal, The firſt is 


the prince Sapieba; but his imperious, cruel and 
deſpotick humour will never agree well with a free 


people. The ſecond is Lubormiſky, grand general 
of the crown; but he is too old, and is farther 


* 


The diſcretion with which he 
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ſuſpeted of loviag money too much, The third MW aſſt 


is the palatine of Poſnania, more deſerving indeed carr' 
than the other two, if his want of experience did and 
not render him uncapable of governing ſo capricious bot! 
a nation. The cardinal thus excluded all whom he 0 
propoſed and would have them believed anfit to reipn for | 
whom he had pronounced alone worthy of it. The ſem! 
| king of Sweden concluded the converſation by telling» mon 
him, that Staniſlaus Lecſinſky ſhould be their king. the 


Tbe cardinal had ſcarce left ihe king, before he 
received a covrier-from the lady, who was abſolute 
over him. She told him in her letter, that ihe was 
reſolved to marry her daughter to the ſon of Lubor- 
miſky, and conjured him to employ all his intereſt 
with the king to give the crown of Poland to the fa- 
ther. The letter came too late, the cardinal had 
given impreſſions of Lubormiſky, as he could never 
efface. He uſed his utmoſt addrefs to draw the king 
of Sweden inſenſibly into the new intereſt which he 
embraced, and ſtrove more eſpecially to divert him 
from the choice of Staniſlaus, But what have 
you, fays the king, to object againſt him? fir ſays 
the prelate he is too young. The king dryly anſwe- 
red he is much about my age, turned his back upon 
the are and immediately diſpatched Count Hoorn 
to ſignify toabe aſſembly at Warſaw, that hey mult 
elect a king im five days, and that they Huff chuſe 
Staniſlaus Lecſinſky. '' Count Hoorn arrived upon the 
7th of July, and fixed the day of the election on the 
- 22th, as if he had ordered the decampment of a bat - 
talion. The carginal primate, 'diſſappoirfted of the 
fruit of ſo many'mtrigues, returned to the aſſembly, 
where he left no ſtone unturned to make the election. 
wherein he had no ſhare, prove abortive. But the 
Hing of Sweden. coming himfelf incognito to War- 
au, he was obliged to be ſilent. All that the primate 
could do was to abſent himſelf from the election; 
he determined to act as neuter, without appearing to 


- mony, and 

the primate. He came attended with ſeveral perſons 
of diſtinction, and a large body of gentlemen of the 
party. The king of Sweden mixt with them that he- 


CHARLES XIE WH. 


aſſiſt or oppoſe the reſolution of the king of Sweden, 


carrying himfelf even between Auguſtus and Staniſlaus, - 
and waiting for an opportunity of prejudicing them 


: both. mw | 


'On Saturday the 12th of July, the day appointed | 


for the election, about three in the afternoon the aſ- 
ſembly met at. Colo, the place deſigned for the cere- 
the biſhop of Poſnania preſided inſtead of 


might in ſecret enjoy the fruits of his power. Count 
Hoorn and two other general officers, aſſiſted publicly 


at the ſolemnity, as ambaſladors extraordinary from 
Charles to the republic. The ſeſſion laſted till nine 


in the evening; and the biſhop of Poſnania put an 
end to it by declaring in the name of the diet, Sani- 
laus elected king of Poland, Charles XII. was the firit. 


in the crowd to cry out vivt, they threw up their 


hats into the air, and the noiſe of the acclamations 

quite ſtifled the cries of the oppoſers. | 
The name of king made no alteration in the man- 

ners of Staniſlaus ;. it only cauſed him to turn his 


thoughts ſomewhat more towards war. A ſtorm had 


placed him upon the throne, and another might drive 
him thence, He had one half of his kingdom yet to 
conquer,. and was to ſecure, himſelf in the other, and 
being treated as a ſovereign at Warſaw, and a rebel 


at Sendomir ; he prepared, by force of arms, to make 


himſelf acknowleged by all the world, 


Charles XII, immediately departed from Warſaw 


to go finiſh. the conqueſt of Poland. He had fixed the 
general rendezvous of his army before Leopold, the 
capital of the great palatinate of Ruſſia, a place con- 


fiderable in itſelf, and much more ſor the riches it 
contained. It was thought that it wonld hold out fif- 
teen gays,. by means of the fortifications which king 


Auguſtus had made there. The conqueror fat down 


betoze it on September 5. a 


nd the next day carried i 
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by aſſault; and all that reſiſted were put to the ſword. who 
The vicorious troops who were now maſters of bad 
the town, did not disband to run after pillage, not- tarrie 
withſtanding the report of the treaſures which were mily 
in Leopold; but ranged themſelves in order of battle thoſe 
in the great ſquare. | There the remains of the gar- ſiden 
rifon came to furrender themſelves priſoners of war. to th 
The king then proclaimed his orders by ſound of [M8 differ 
trumpet, that all the inhabitants who had any effects Char 
belonging to king Anguſtus or his adherents, ſhould force 
bring them in perſon before night came on, under had | 
pain of death. The meaſures were fo well taken, biſho 
that ſew ventured to diſobey him, and they brought confi 
his majeſty four hundred chefts filled with gold and part 


ſi ver coin, plate and other things of value. and. 
The beginning of Staniſlaus's reign was almoft the into 
ſame day made remarkable by a gery different event. to tl 


Some affairs which abſolutely required his preſence had Aug 
obliged him to continne at Warſaw, He had with of V 
him his mother, his wife, and his two daughters, of took 
Which the youngeſt was then but a year old, and has hun 
figce been queen of France. The eardinal primate, WE 
the biſhop of Poſnania, and ſome great men of po- and 
land made up his new court, His guards conſiſted of his © 
ſix thouſand Polanders of the army of the crown, dina 

who were lately brooght over into his ſervice ; and lord 
whoſe fidelity he had not yet make trial of. Gene- try, 
ral Hoorn, the governor of the town, had not with the 
him beſides above fifteen hundred Swedes. They be v 
were at Warſaw in perfect tranquillity, and Staniſ- able 
laus reckoned to depart thente in a ſew days to go to rem: 
the conqueſt of Leopold: when all on a ſudden he Swe 
received information, that a numerous army was draw- | 
Ing neat to the town, This was king Avpuſtus, who the 
by a freſh effort, and one of the fineft marches that He 
ever general made, having efuded the king of Sweden, Leo 
Was coming up with twenty thouſand mens 20 fall the 
upon Warfaw, and carry off his riral. 0 den, 


© Warſaw was very ill fortified, and the PAMli troops, — 5 
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who deſended it, were not to be relied on. Auguſtus 
had intelligence within the town; and if Staniſlaus 
tarried, he was fure to be undone, He ſent his fa- 
mily therefore into Poſnania, under the guard of 
thoſe Poliſh troops, in whom he could put moſt con- 
fideynce. The cardinal primate fled one of the firſt 


different roads. The new king went directly to 
Charles XII. learning early to ſuffer diſgrace, and 
forced to quit his capital within fix weeks after he 
had been there advanced to the ſovereignty. The 
biſhop of Poſnania, alone could not eſcape, being 
confined to Warſaw by a dangerous illneſs. One 
part of the fix thouſand Polanders followed Staniſlaus, 
and another conducted his family. They ſent thoſe 
into Poſnania, whoſe fidelity they would not expoſe 
to the temptation of returning into the ſervice of king 
Avguſtus, As to general Hoorn, who was governor 
of Warſaw in the name of the king of Sweden, he 
took up his reſidence in the callle with his fifteen 
hundred Swedes. 


ate, MW Auguſtus entered the capital as a ſovereign incenſed 
Po- and victorious. Every inhabitant was taxed beyond 
| of his abilities, and ill treated by the ſoldiers. The car- 
wn, dinal's palace, and all the houſes of the conſederate 
and lords, with all their poſſeſſions both in town and coun- 
ne- try, were given up to plunder. Count Hoorn ſtood 
ith the conſtant fire of the enemy in the caſtle, wherein 
hey de was encloſed ; bur the place at laſt being no more 
iſs IU able to hold out, he was forced to beat a parley, and 
to remained priſoner of war, with his fifteen hundred 
he Swedes, This was the firſt advantage that king Au- 
W. guſtus gained, in the torrent of his ill fortune, againſt 
ho the victorious arms of his enemy, © — 
vat Count Hoorn, releaſed upon his parole, came to 
n, Leopold, within a ſmall time after Staniſlaus. He took 
all the liberty of complaining a little to the king of Swe 
den, that his majeſty had not relieved Warſaw. Be 
Pe, 20 under much concern about it, my dear count, (ſays 
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to the frontiers of Pruſſia. Several gentlemen took 
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the king) we muſt let king Auguſtus do ſomething . 
way of amuſenent, or otherwiſe he would grow tired if 
having us fo hung in his neigbourhoad; but take my 
word for it, he ſhall not be the better for this advun- 
tage. 


The conqueror, accompanied by king Staniflaus, ' 


went in queſt of his enemy at the head of the beſt 
part of his troops. The Saxon army fled con(lantly 
before him. The towns for thirty miles round ſent 
him their keys, and no-day pafled which was not 
ſignalized with ſome advantages. Socceſſes began to 


grow too familiar to Charles. He ſaid it was rather 


hunting than fighting, and e of not buying 
a victory. 

Auguſtus committed the care of his 2rmy for ſome 
time to count Shullemburg, a very able general ; and 
indeed he ſtood in need of all his experience at the 
head of an army under ſuch diſcouragements. He 
was under moreconcern to preſerve his malter's troops, 
than to conquer ; he acted by ſtratagem, and the two 


kings with vigour, He marched off unknown to 


them, ſeized upon advantageous paſſages, and ſacri- 
'ficed ſome horſe, to give time to his foot to retire 


8 with ſafety. | 
After ſeveral artifices TY Rn ce EAN he BF 


himſelf near Punitz in the palatinate of Poſnania, ima- 
gining that the king of Sweden and king Staniſlaus 
were above fifty leagues off from him, But coming 


thither, he learnt that the two kings had marched 


thoſe fifty leagues in nine days, and were ready to 
fall apon him with ten or twelve thouſand horſe, 


Shullemburg had not a thouſand: horſe, nor above 


eight thouſand: foot, and was to keep his ground a- 


gainſt a ſuperior army, the name of the king of Swe - 


den, and the natural ſears which ſo many defeats had 
raifed:i in the Saxons.” He was ever of  opinion,. tho! 
oppoſed in it by the German, generals, that; the foot 


might itand againſt the borſe in an open campa'gn, 


even without the benefit of Chevaux de Friſe ; end 


he ventu: red to make trial of it that day againſt the 
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victorious horſe commanded by the two kings, and 
the moſt experienced of the Swediſh - generals. He 
poſted himſelf ſo advantageoully, that he could not be 
ſurrounded ; his firſt rank bent one knee upon the 
ground, and was armed with pikes and fuſees ; the 
ſoldiers ſtood extremely cloſs, and preſented to the 
enemies horſe a kind of rampart pointed with pikes 
and bayonets; the ſecond rank bending a little upon 
the ſhoulders of the firſt, fired ovec their heads, and 
the third ſtanding upright, fired at the ſame time be- 
hind the other two. The Swedes fell upon the Saxons 
with their uſual impetuoſity, who waited for them 
unſhaken; the diſcharge of the muſkets, the pikes and 
bayonets ſtartled the horſes, and ſet them a capering 
inſtead of advancing. By- this means the Swedes 
made their attack in diſorder, and the Saxons de- 
fended themſelves by keeping their rank 

If Charles had ordered his horſemen to alight, the 
army of Shollemburg muſt have been inevitably de- 
ſtroyed. There was nothing the general was ſo much 
afraid of, and he every moment expected that the ene- 
my would have taken that reſolution. Buz neither 
the king of Sweden, who had ſo often practiſed all the 
ſtratagems of war, nor any of his generals ever 
thought of it. This unequal fight of a body of horſe 
igainſt the foot, tho? often interrupted and renewed; 
laſted three hours. The Swedes loſt more horſes than 
wen. 'Shullemburg at laſt gave way, but his troops 
were not broken, He drew them up into an oblong 
battalion, and, though he had received five wounds 
in the engagement, he retired in good order in 


his form about midnight to the ſmall town of Gu- 


rau, within three leagues of the field of battle. And 


he ſcarce began 10 breathe in that place, before the 


two kings appeared ſuddenly at his heels. | 
Beyond Gurau, towards the river Oder, lay a thick 
wood, through which the Saxon general led his fa- 
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tigued army, The 5wedes without pauſi ing purſued 


him through the thickets of the wood, making their 
way with difficulty through places which were ſcarce 
paſſible by people on foot; and the Saxons had not 
c:0%ed the wood above five hours before the Swediſh 


. horſe, On the other fide the wood runs the river 


Parts; at the foot of a village named Rutſen. Shul- 


jemburg had fent before in all haſte to get the boats 


together, and carried his troops acroſs the river, 
which were already half loſt. Charles was come to 
one {ide of the river by that time Shullemburg had got 
to the other, No general ever retreated with ſo much 


art, nor did ever conqueror fo briſkly purſue bis ene- 


my. The reputation of Shullemburg depended upon 
his eſcaping from the king of Sweden, and the king 
thought his glory concerned in taking Shullemburg 


and the reſt of his army, he loſt no time, but ſwam- 
his horſe crofs the river. And thus the Saxons were 


encloſed between the river Parts) and the great river 
Oder, which has its ſource in Sileſia, and is in this 


| nav very deep and rapid. | 
The loſs of Shullemburg appeared na Tide; be 
ſtill ſtrove all he could to extricate himſelf from this 


extremity by one of thoſe turns of art, which are as 
valuable as victorious, and the more glorious, becauſe 


fortune bas no ſhare in them. He had not above 


four thouſand men left; a mill, which-he filled with 
granadiers, lay on his right. band, and a moraſs on 
his left; he had a Foſſe before bim, and his rear 


guard was upon the barks of the Oder. He had no 
. bridges of boats to throw over the river, but in the 
| area gave orders for planks. Charles, upon bis 
immediately attacks the. mill in full perſuaſion 

that, aher he had taken it, the Saxons muſt either 
periſh in the river, or die {word in hand, or at leaſt 


Arriva 


ſarrender themſelves priſoners at diſcretion with their 
generals, In the mean while the planks were got 


: 3 and the Saxonz — the Oder c over them in 
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. dight; and when Charles had forced the mill, he 


found no more of the enemy's army. e, 
kings honoured this retreat with their commendati- 


ons, and it is ſpoke of to this day in the empire with | - 
"coral 7 Bad Charles could not help ſaying, 


burg has conquered us 19 day. | 
x oped was ins glorious to Shullemburg, was 
of very little ſervice to king Auguſtus, | he once 
ore abandoned Poland to his enemies, withdrew in- 
eee and repaired the fortifications of Preſden 
with precipitation, already with reaſon trembling for 
he capital of his hereditary dominions, - + 8 
an was Poland ſubdued ay ne 2 Fn 
general after his example had - beaten ſeve 
bodies of Muſcovites in Courland, who ery ng 
the great battle of Narva had not ſhewn _ e des 
but in ſmall companies and made war in thoſe quar- 


| ters like the vagabond Tartars, who plunder and 5 


ur and appear again but to fly again. 
{Ike e was folemnized 82 20 Ry 
nificently October 4, 1705, in the twp : . 2 hx 
notwithſtanding the uſual cuſtom in Poland of crowns 
40 heir kin 8 at Cracow. 2:8 
his wife Charlotte Opalinſka were . 
and queen of Poland by the hands of the ASE 4 vp. 
Leopold, aſſiſted by ſeveral other prelates. Charles 


| ncogxito, ag he had 
XII. was preſent at the ceremony 4ncogx119, | 
been at * election; the only fruit he reaped from 


i ele . 
omg he was thus giving a king to the annie 
Poles, and Denmark did not preſume 2 | ”m 
whilſt the king of Pruſſia courted. his friend! 2 IN 
Auguſtus was retired to his ee e 3 i N 
Czar grew every day more formidable. Go "” R 
feebly aſſiſted Auguſtus in Poland, but had ma 

werful diverſions in Ingcia. He: neg 
Wong 3 to Ni 2 great ſoldier himſelf, but 


alſo to teach his Muſcovites the art of war: diſcip · 


3 a Py 1 


Staniſlaus Leclinſky and 


6  —- The HISTORYeof 
line was eſtabliſhed in his troops: he had great en. 
, gineers, a ſerviceable artillery, and a great many good 
officers; and had learnt the great art of ſubſiſting 
his armies. Some of his generals both knew how to 
fight, and if occaſion required, to decline it; and 
beſides, he had got together a fleet which was able to 
make head againſt the Swedes in the Baltick ſea, 
Grown ſtrong by all theſe advantages which were 
_ owing to his genius only, and the abſence of the 
king of Sweden, he took Narva by aſſault, on Au- 
guſt 21, 1704. after a regular ſiege, having prevent- 
ed its deing relieved either by ſea or land. As ſoon 
as the ſoldiers were maſters of the town, they fel] to 
plunder, and gave themſelves up to the moſt enor- 
1 mous barbarities. The Czar ran from place to place 
to put a ſtop to the diſorder and maſſacre. He him- 
ſelf ſnatched the women out of the hands of the fol. 
diers, who were going to cut their throats, after hav- 
ing raviſhed them. He was even obliged to kill with 
his own hands ſeveral Muſcovites, who did not hear- 
ken to his orders. They yet ſhew the table in the 
town-houſe at Narva, upon which he laid his ſword; left 
| as he entered, and tell the words, which he ſpoke to dell 


tze citizens, who flocked thither after him : It #5 not He 
ſays he, with the blood of the inhebitants, that my fword pe” 
is ftained, but with that of the Muſcovites, which 1 rop 
have fhef to ſave your lives, _ 1 
The Czar aſpired farther than the deſtruction of tho 
towns. He was at that time laying the foundations pri 
of a city not far from Narva, in the midſt of bis ne 
conqueſts. This was the city of Petersburg, which bed 
he has ſince made the ſeat of his reſidence, and the Ein 
center of his trade. | > ET 
IT̃ be Czar. in thus forming himſelf new dominions, the 
 _. held out lil] an helping hand to king Auguſtus, who fav 
_,, was loaling his; he perſuaded him by general Pat- ſel 
Ekul, who had lately paſſed into the ſervice of Muſco- wh 
vy, and was then the Czars amballador . in Saxony ſtu 
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to come to Grodno to confer with him once more y- 


pon the unhappy ſtate of his affairs. King Avguſtus 
came thither with ſome troops, attended by General 


dered him famous in the no and in whom he 


Shullemburg, whoſe "te de the Oder had ren» 


laced his laſt hopes. The Czar arrived, with an 
hundred thouſand men marching after him, The two 
monarchs formed new ſchemes of war. King Au- 
gultus, as he was dethroned, was no longer afraid of 


exaſperating the Poles by giving up their country to 


Muſcovite troops. It was reſolved that the Czar's 
army ſhould: be divided into ſeveral bodies to oppoſe 
every motion of the king of Sweden. During the 
time of this interview, king Auguſtus inſtituted the 
order of the White Eagle, a weak expedient to draw 
over to his intereſt certain Poliſh lords, who were 
more deſirous of real advantages, than a mere nomi- 
nal honour, which becomes ridiculous, when held of 
a prince, who has nothing left to a king but the title. 
The conference of the two kings ended in an extra- 
ordinary manner. The Czar departed ſuddenly, and 
left his troqps to his ally, to go and extinguiſh a re- 
dellion in perſon, which threatned him in Aſtracan. 
He was ſcarce gone from him, before king Auguſtus 
ordered Patkul to be taken up at Dreſden, All Eu- 


rope were in amaze, that, contrary to the Jaws of na- 
tions, and in appearance, to his own intereſt, he 
ſhould venture to impriſon the ambaſſador of the only 

VS; 


* 


prince who protected him. 


- 


The ſecret of the affair. was thus. Patkul proſcri- 


bed in Sweden for. having maintained the privileges of 
Livonia his country, had been general to king Au- 


guſtus; but his high and active ſpirit ill agreeing with 


the haughty diſpoſition of general Fleming, the king's 
favourite, more imperious and more active than him- 


ſelf, he had paſſed into the ſervice of the Czar, 
whoſe general he then was and ambaſſador to Avgu- 


ſrus. He was a man of great diſcernment, and had 
diſcovered that the views of Fleming and the chan- 
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Sweden at any rate. He formed immediately a deſign 
to prevent them, and to-bring about an accommoda- 
tion betwixt the Czar and Sweden. The chancellor 
countermined his project, and obtained leave to ſeize 
upon his perſon. King Avguſtus told the Czar, that 


both. However, he had no other fault, but that of 
having ſerved his new maſter too well; but an unſea- 
ſonable piece of ſervice is often recompenſed with the 
puniſhment of treaſon. 

in the meanwhile the hundred thouſand Muſcovites 
on one fide, divided into ſeveral ſmall bodies, burnt 
and ravaged the eſtates of the adherents to Staniſlaus; 
and Shullemburg on the other was advancing with his. 
freſh troops, But the fortune of the Swedes diſperſed 
theſe two armies in leſs than two months. Charles 
XII. and Staniſlaus fell upon the ſeparate bodies of 
the Muſcdvites, one after another; fo briſkly, that 


the defeat of his companion, 

No obſtacle could put a ſtop to the progreſs of the 
conqueror. If he found a river in his way betwixt 
him and the enemy, Charles and his Swedes.would 
ſwim their horſes over it, One party of Swedes took 
the baggage of Auguſtus in which were two hundred 
- thouſand crowns of ſilver coin; Staniſlaus made a 
ſeizure of eight hundred thouſand docats belonging 
te prince Menzico the general of the Muſcovites. 
Charles at the head of his borſe would often march 
thirty leagues in four and twenty hours, every ſoldier 
leading another horſe in his hand to mopnt, when his 
own was weary, The Muſcovites, terrifie and reduced 
to a ſmall number, es in diſorder beyond the Boriſ- 
thenes.- a 
Whilſt Charles was thus driving the Muſcovites 
before him into the heart of Lithuania, Shullemburg 
at laſt repaſſed the Oder, and came at the head of 
e thauſend men to give battle to the grand 


\ 


cellor of Saxony» were to offer peace to the king of 


Patkul was a perfidious wre:ch, and would betray them | 


one Muſcovite general was beaten before he knew of 
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Mareſchal Renchild, who was locked upon as the beſt 

eneral Charles XII. had, and was called the Pacme- 
nio of the Alexander of the North. 
mous generals, who ſeemed to ſhare in the fate of 


Theſe two fa- 


their. malters, met near Punitz in a place called Fra- 
venſtad, a territory already fatal to the troops of Au- 
gultus. Renchild had no more than thirteen battalt- 
ons, and two and twenty ſquadrons, which all toge- 
ther made about ten thouſand men: and Shullem- 


burgh had twice as man 


. It is to be obſerved, that 


he had in his army between fix and ſeven thouſand 
Muſcovites, which had long been diſciplined in Sax- 
ony, and were looked upon as experienced: foldiers, 
who joined the German diſcipline to the Ruſſian ſierce- 
neſs. The battle of Fravenitad was fought on Fe- 
bruary 12, 1706. Bat this very general Shullemburg, 
who with ſour thouſand men had in a manner cluded 
the fortune of the king of Sweden,, funk under that 
The engagement laſted not 
a quarter of an hour, the Saxons did not reſiſt a mo- 
ment, and the Muſcovites threw down their arms u- 
pon the firlt appearance of the Swedes ; dhe terror 
was fo fudden, and the diforder ſo great, that the 


of general Renchild. 


- conquerors found. upon the field of battle f{2ven tho - 
ſand fuſees all charged, which they had crown away 
without firing” No defeat was ever quicker, more 
complete, and more ſhameful ; and yer 19 general ga, 


ever made a finer diſpoltition than Shuliegonrg trot 


day, by the confeſſion of all the Saxons and Sucdeſn 


officers, who learnt by the con{:quence how little 


beman prudence is miſtreſs of events. 


Among the, priſoners there was found an entire fe- 
giment of Frenchmen ; thefe wreiches had been taken 


of them to a Frenchm 


#2 


- Priſoners by. the troops of Saxony in 1704, at the 
famous battle of Hocſted, fo fatal to the graqdeur of 
Lewis XIV. They had ſince enhiſted hemſelves into 
"the ſervice of king Auguſtus, who bad formed them | 
into a regiment of dragoons. had given the command 
an of the family of Joyeuſe. 


— 
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The colonel was killed upon the firſt, or rather the MW yeſs o 


only charge of the Swedes : and the entire regiment taken 
were made priſoners of war. From that day theſe thing 
Frenchmen deſired that they might be allowed to ſerve Kit 
Charles XII. and were received in his ſervice by a, at on 
fingular fate, which reſerved them to. change again wrote 
their conqueror and matter, ; 55 | aſk a 
As to the Muſcovites they begged for life upon imho 
their knees; but Renchild ordered them to be inhu- count 
manly maſſacred in cold bleod above ſix hours after Char 
the battle, to revenge on them the violences of their The 
countrymen, and diſencumber himſelf of a number of the x 
priſoners he knew not what to do with. moꝛne 


But though the troops of Charles XII. lived under as fo 
ſo ſevere a diſcipline, that they plundered not the 5 
towns Which were carried by aſſault, before they had T ( 
leave; that they even plundered in a regular man- | 
ner, and left upon the firſt ſignal, and the Swedes to 
this day boaſt of the diſcipline they obſerved in Sax- 
ony: yet the Saxons complain of moſt terrible rava- 
ges committed by them; contradictions which it 
would be impoſſible to reconcile, if we did not con- 
fider that men are apt to look upon the ſame objects 
with different views, It can ſcarce be conceived but 
that the conquerors muſt at ſome times have tranſgreſ- 
ſed the rules of decency ; ànd the conquered ſhould 
cenfure the ſlighteſt damages, as the moſt ſhocking 
injuries. One day, as the king was riding out near 
Lipſic, a Saxon peaſant threw himſelf at his feet to 
_ aſk juſtice of him againſt a grenadier, who had juſt 
taken from him what he had deſigned for his family.s , 
dinner. The king ordered the ſoldier to be brought 
before him, And js it true, ſays he, with a ſtern 


counterſance, Mat you have robbed this man? Sir, ſays 105 
the ſoldier, I have nat done him ſo much miſchief, as | Kt 
pour majeſly has done his maſter ; you have taken-a king- wy 
c;m from him, and I have only tuken a turkey from this _ ny 
fellow. The king gave the poor man ten ducats with dit 


his own hand, and pardoned the ſoldier for the bold- 


| 


* 


; „%%% FF 
er the if neſs of his reply, ſaying, Remember, friend, if I have 
Iment taken a kingdom from king gn; I have laten no- 


theſe Ping for myfelf. 


King Auguſtus wandring i in Poland, and deprived 
at once both of his kingdom and electorate, at _ 
wrote 2 letter with his own hand to Charles XII. 
alk a peace. This letter he ſecretly ſent by ans 


| Imbof and Monſ. Finſten, referendary of the privy 
council; his two plenipotentiaries came by night to 


Charles XII's camp, and had a private audience. 
The king read the letter, and, Gentlemen, ſays he to 
the plenipotentiaries, I will give you my anſwer in 4 


moment, He ſtrait retired into his cabinet, and wrote 
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nder as enn: I 
the | þ 
had Conſent to give peace upon the followin conditions, 'Þ 
chars 1* in ter 15 nes not Fg . that 7 ſhall make | 
3 the leaſt alteration : | * 
Jan- I. That king Auguſtus renounce for ever the Crown i. 
3 of Poland: that he acknowlege Staniſlaus as lau- 0 
* * ful king, and that he promiſe never to remount the throne, 0 
oy” not even after the death of Staniſlaus, ! 
ne II. That he renounce all other treaties, and Parti- 3 
but cularly thoſe he has made with Muſcovy. 1 
we” III. That he fed back withhonsur into my camp the  ' | 
+3 = prince Sobieſky, and all the priſoners he has been able 
8 40 take, 
66d IV. That he liver into my hands all the Aefortercy 
* which have entered into his ſervice, and particularly 
a John Patkul; and that all proceedings be ſtopped againſt 
— 8 ſuch as have paſſed from his ſervice into mine. 
- He gave this paper to count Piper, charging him 
4 to negotiate the reſt with the 0 of king 

* Auguſtus, 
75 Whilſt this peace was Glently negotiating in Saxo- 
th ny, fortune ſeemed to put king Auguſtus into a con- 
d- dition of obtaining one more honourable, and of 
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of treating with his conqueror upon a more equal 


footing... 


Prince Menzicoff, generaliſſimo of the Muſcovite 


army, brought him into Polind a body of thirty 
thouſand men, at a time when: he not only did not 
deſire their-afliſtance any longer, but even feared it. 
In this nice circumſtance there appeared in view 
of the army, one of the Swediſh generals, named 
Maderfield, at the head of ten thouſand men at Ca- 


liſh, near the palatinate of Poſnania. Prince Menzi- 
eoff preſſed king Auguſtus to give them battle. The 


king in the utmoſt perplexity delayed it under ſeveral 
pretexts; for though the enemy had but one third 


number, there were four thouſand Swedes in Mader- 


fields army, and that was enough to render the event 
doubtful; and to fall upon the Swedes during the ne- 


gotiation, and loſe the victory, was to =” him paſt 


all redemption. He therefore determined to ſend 1 
perſon upon whom he could rely to the general of 


tihe enemy, to let him into part of the ſecret of the 


peace, and adviſe him to retreat; but this advice had 


a very different effect from what was expetted.. 


General. Maderfield imagined that a ſnare was laid to 
intimidate him, and upon the bare force of that ima- 
gination he reſolved to riſk the hate, 

The Muſcovites that day conquered the Swedes. in 


a pitched battle for the firſt time, This vifory, 
Which king Auguſtus gained almoſt againſt his own 


inclination, was compleat, and he entered triumph- 
ant in the midſt of his bad fortune into Warſaw, for- 
merly the capital of this kingdom, but then a diſman» 


tled and ruined town, ready to receive any conqueror, 


and to acknowlege the ſtrongeſt for king. He was 
tempted to ſeize upon this moment of proſperity, and 
to fall upon the king of Sweden in Saxony with the 


Muſeovite army. But upon recollection, that Charles 
XII. was at the head of a Swediſh army, which till 


then had been invincible, that the Muſcovites would 


forſake him upon the firſtinformation of the treaty = 
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CHARLES XII. B. III. 67 
he had begun; that Saxony, his hereditary domini- 
ons, already exhauſted of men and money, would be 
equally ravaged by the Muſcovites and Swedes; that 
the empire taken up in a war with France could not 


aſſiſt him; that he ſhould be left without dominious, 


money, or friends; he judged it better to comply 


with the terms the king of Sweden ſhould impoſe 


upon him. Theſe terms were made more ſevere, when 
Charles had information, that king Auguſtus had fal- 


len upon his troops during the negotiation. His paſ- 


fion and the pleaſure of humbling an enemy ſtill more, 
who had gained an advantage over him, made him 


the more inflexible upon all the articles of the treaty, 


Thus the victory of king Auguſtus ſerved only to 
render his fituation the more unfortunate, a circum- 


| ſtance which in all probability never happened to any 
oe dot huatel},.  _- 5 . 
He had juſt ſung Te Deum at Warſaw, when Fin- 


ſten, one of his plenipotentiaries arrived from Saxo- 


ny, with the treaty of peace, which deprived him 


of his crown. Auguſtus pauſed a while, but ſigned 
it, and then ſet out for Saxony, in vain hopes, that 


bis prefence might ſoften the king of Sweden, and 
that his enemy would perhaps call to mind the anti- 


ent alliances of their houſes, and the blood which u- 


The two princes firſt met at Gunterſdorf in Count 
Piper's quarters, without any ceremony. Charles XII. 
was in Jack boots, with a piece of black raffety tied 


round his neck inſtead of a cravat; his cloths were as 


_ fſual made of coarſe blue cloth, with braſs buttons. 
He had a long ſword by his fide, which had fzrved 


him in the battle of Narva, and upon the pummel of 


which he would often lean. The converſation turned 
_ wholly upon this ſtrange kind of dreſs, and thoſe great 
boots. Charles XII. told king Auguſtus, he had not 
laid them̃ aſide for ſix years, except when he went to 
ſleep. Thele trifles were the ſole diſcourſe, that paſſed 
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between two kings, whereof one had taken away the 
. crown from the other. Auguſtus ſpoke all the while 


with an air of complaiſance and ſatisfaction, which 
princes and great men accuſtomed to buſineſs knoy 
how to put on in the midft of the moſt cruel mortifi. 


cations. The two kings dived together ſeveral times“ 


afterwards. Charles always affected to give the right 
hand to king Auguſtus ; but ſo far from ſoftening the 
rigour of his demands, that he made them (till harder, 


Hie obliged the King Eledtor, not only to ſend Stani. 


ſlaus the jewels and records of the crown, but withal 
to write him a letter of congratulation upon his acceſ. 
fion. And he abſolutely inſiſted upon giving up of ge- 


neral Patkul without delay. Auguſtus therefore was 


forced to write his rival the following letter, 


Stix and BROTHER, 


925 \ S I ought to have regard to the requeſts of the 
«C 


king of Sweden, { cannot avoid congratulating 


_ © your majeſty upon your acceſhon to the crown, tho' 


perhaps the advantagious treaty the King of Sweden 
© has lately concluded for your majeſty, might have 
« excuſed me from this correſpondence : however, 1 
© congratulate your majeſty, beſeeching God, that 
your ſubjects may be more faithful to you than they 


Lipſic. April 
„„ | | 
" $Q- STANISLAUS anfwered, 
Stk and BROTHER, 


Avevsrvs King, 


\ 


ö 2 3 correſpondence of your majeſty is a freſh 


obligation which I owe to the king of Swe- 
* den; I have a jult ſenſe of the compliments you 


make me upon my coming to the crown: and I hope 
my ſubjects will have no room io fail of their ſedility 
8 2 ee me as I ſhall obferve the laws of the king - 
dom.“ 


SraxrsLaus king of Pol AND. 


| King Staniſlaus came bimfelf to Lipſic, where he 
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Vay the one day met king Auguſtus; but the two princes 
e while MW bowed to each other without ſpeaking. This was the 
which IM heighth of Charles XIIth's triumph, to ſee two kings 


3 know in his court, whereof one had been crowned, and the 
nortifi. WM other dethroned by his arms. : N 
times Avguſtus was further obliged to order all the magi- 


rates under him not to treat him as king of Poland 
any longer, and to efface the title he renounced, out 


harder. of the public prayers. He was leſs concerned about 
Stani. ſetting the Sobieſkies at liberty; tho' theſe princes, 
withal W upon coming out of priſon, refuſed to ſee him; but 


the ſacrifice of Patkul was a circumſtance of great 
mortification. The Czar on one ſide loudly demand- 
ed him back as his ambaſſador, and on the other the 
king of Sweden made terrible threats, if they refuſed 
to give him up to him. Patkul was then ſhat up in the 
caltle of Koniſting in Saxony. King Augulius thought 
he might find an expedient to ſatisfy Charles XII. and 
his own honour at the ſame time. He ſent his guards 
tho' I to deliver vp the unhappy priſoner to the Swediſh 
eden troops; but ſent before a ſeeret order to the governor 
have of Koniſting to let him eſcape, Parkul's ill fortune took 


er, 1 place of the care that was taken to ſave him. The 
that governor knowing him to be very rich, would have 


had him bought his liberty. But' the priſoner relying 
ſtill upon the law of nations, and informed of the in- 


ing, I tentions of king Auguſtus,| refuſed to pay for -what 


be thought he ſhoufd obtain for nothing, During this 
interval, the guards appointed to ſeize upon him ar- 
rived, and immediately gave him up to four Swed:ſh 


reſh officers, who carried him ſtraight to the generals quar- 

we- ters at Alrnſtad, where he continued three months 

you tied to a [take with a heavy chain of iron; and thence 

ope he was earried to Caſimir. | BS: 

ity Charles XII. forgetting that Patkul was the Czar's 

19 ambaſſador ; and conſidering only that he was born 
bis ſubject, ordered a council of war to paſs ſentence . 


upon him-with the utmoſt rigour, He was condemned 
he to be broke alive and quartered, A chaplain came to 


CHARLES M Bit. 
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70 The . HISFOR Y-of.-. 
Jet him know, that he was to die, without informing 
Him of the manner of his puniſhment. Upon the intor. 
mation, this man, who had braved death in fo many 
battles, finding himſelf alone with a prieſt, and his 
courage no longer ſupported by glory or paſſion the 
ſources of intrepidity, poured out a flood of tears into 
the chaplains boſom. He was engaged to a Saxon lady, 
named, madam D' Enſilden, who had all the advantz. 
ges of birth, merit and beauty, and whom he had 
thoughts of marrying much about the fame time that 
he was given up to puniſument. He deſired the chap. 
lain to wait upon her, to comfort her, and aſſure he 
that he died full of the tendereſt regards for her. When 
he was led to the place of puniſhment, and ſaw the 
wheels and ſtakes prepared for his execution, he fel 
| Into convulſions of terror, and threw himſelf into the 
arms of the miniſter, who embraced him, and covered 
him with his cloak, and wept over him. A Swediſh 
officer then read aloud a {Papers which contained the 
5 following words. a 
* This is io declare, het the expreſs 3 order of his Me 
 Jefly, our me/t merciful Lord, is, That this man, v.00 is 
a traitor to his country, be grole upon the whoe! onl 
- quartered, for the reparation of his crimes, and for an 
example to others ; that every one may take care of tres. 
fon, and faithfully ferve his ting. Ai the words, ml 
merciful lard. Patkul cried out, What mercy ? and af 
tho/e rf traitor to his country; clas, ſays he, 1 have 
ſerved it tos well. He received fixteen blows, and 
_ endured the longeſt and molt dreadful tortures, that 
can be imagined, Thus died the unfortunate John 
Renold Patku}, ambaſſacor aud general to the empe- 
ror of Moſcovy. | | 
His members were quartered, and remained expoſed 
upon gibbets, till 1713, when Auguſtus having re- 
gained his throne, ordered theſe teſtimonies of tht 
neceſſity he was reduced to at Alranſtad to be 
Collected together. They were brought to him in 
A box to oe in preſence of the French am- 
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the miniſter, ſaid ſimply to him, See the members of 
Pat tul, without any addition of blame or complaint, 
or without any of the perſons prefent venturing to 
ſpeak upon ſo tender and ſo mournful a ſubject. 
Charles behaved in the ſame manner towards gene- 
ral Fleming, the favourite, and ſince the firſt mini- 


ter of king Auguſtus. Fleming was born in the Swe» 


dim Pomerania; and though from his infancy he had 
been attached to the Ele tor of Saxony, Charles look- 


ed upon him always as his ſubjed, and had long 


demanded him to be given up to him. Fleming, when 
he ſaw his maſter in a condition of refuſing nothing 
fled into Pruſſia. from whence he wrote a letter to 
king Staniſlaus, with whom he had been acquainted 
in Poland, to beg of him, that he would prevail with 
the king of Sweden to lay aſide his reſentments againſt 
him, Staniſlaus applied in his favour with warmth, 
and for eight days ſuceſſively repeated his entreaties, 


without any effect; at laſt he almoſt threw himſelf at 


the feet of. Charles, who ſaid to him, My brother, at 
your requeſt I grant you his life: but remember, you 
will ane day repent of what you have done, Indeed 


Fleming did afterwards ſerve his maſter againſt Stan- 


il ius, much beyond what his duty obliged him to. 

About the ſame time one Paikel, a Livonian, and 
an officer in the Saxon troops, who was taken priſo- 
ner in the field. was condemned at Stockholm by a 
deeree of the ſenate; but his ſentence was only to 


loſe his head. This difference of puniſhment in the | : 


ſame caſe ſhewed too much, that Charles, in putting 
Patkul to ſo cruel a death, had ſought more to re- 


venge himſelf than to puniſh him. However, Paikel, 


after his condemnation, propoſed to the ſenate, to 
let the king into the ſecret of making gold, in caſe 


he would pardon him. He made the experiment in 
priſon in preſence of colonel Hamilton and the magiſe 
trates of the town; and, whether it was that he had 


in reality diſcovered any uſeful art, or whether he 
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it very heroical in a prince, 
When it was told king Auguſtus, 
hs ſaid, He did not onder that the king of Sweden 


Hud found it in Saxony. 


— — — — 


— — — ¹˙(—— I 


72 The KIS FON ot 
had found out one but that of deceiving plauſibly; 


which ſeems moſt probable, they carried the gold which 


was found at the bottom of the crucibie to the mint 
at Stockholm, and made a report ſo juridically, and 


which appeared ſo important, that the queen, grand. 


mother of Charles, ordered the execution to be ſuf. 
pended, till the king being informed of this particu- 
larly, ſhould ſend his orders to Stockholm. 


Ihe king made anſwer, That he had refiſed the 
Pardon of a criminal to the intreaties of his friends, and 


he would never grant that to intereſt, which he han deni- 
ed to friendſhip. This inflexibility had ſomething in 
| who otherwiſe thought 
the ſecret poſſible. 


had ſo much indifference about the philoſophers ſtone; he 


# 


| 5 
It was propoſed in the Czar's council to make reta- 


liation by treating the Swediſh officers, who were 


priſoners at Muſcow, in the ſame manner, But the 
Czar would not conſent to a barbarity, which would 


have been attended with ſuch fatal circumſtances; 


there were-more Muſcovites priſoners it Sweden, than 


© Swedes in Muſcovy. 


He ſought for a more advantageous revenge. The 


body of his enemy's army lay idle in Saxony. Le- 


venhaup, the king of Sweden's general, who was leſt 
in Poland with about twenty thouſand men, was not 
able to guard the paſſes in a country without forts, 


and full of factions. Staniſlaus was in the camp of 


Charles XIT. The emperor of Muſcovy ſeizes upon 
this conjuncture, and re- enters Poland with above 


fixty thouſand men; he divides them into ſeveral bo- 


dies, and marches with a flying camp as far as Leo- 
pold, which was not garriſoned by the Swedes. 
Poland had then two primates, as well as two kings, 


the one nominated by Auguſtus, the other by Stani- 


ſlaus. The primate, nominated by Auguſtus, ſummon- 
ed the aſſembly of Leopold, and drew thither all thoſe 


lauſibly; 
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whom this unfortunate prince had abandoned by the 
ace ot Alranſtad, with ſuch as the Czars money 
had brought over to his intereſt, and it was propuled 
to elet a new king. So that Poland was upon the 
point of having three kings at a time, without being 
able to ſay which was the true one. 2 


, 


During the conferences of Leopold, the Czar uni- 


ted intereſt with the emperor of Germany thro? the 


common fear they had of the king of Sweden, ſecret- 
ly obtained of him a number of German officers, 


"Theſe came daily to make a conſiderable augmentati- 


on in his forces, by bringing with them experience 
and diſcipline, He engaged them to his ſervice by 
great rewards ; and for the better encouragement of 
his own troops, he gave his picture ſet round wich 
diamonds to all the general officers and golonels, 
who had fought at the battle of Caliſh; the lower 
officers had medals of gold, and every private ſol- 
dier a medal of ſilver. Theſe monuments of the 
victory at Caliſh were all ſtruck in his new town of 
petersburg, where arts and \c:ences flooriſhed in pro- 
ee as he trained up his troops to a ſenſe of emu- 
at | 


ion and glory. 


Ihe confuſion, multiplicity of factione, and conti-- 


neal ravages prevailing in Poland, hindred the diet of 
Leopold from coming to any r-{vlution. The Czar 
tranſlated it to Lublin. But the change of place did 
not leſſen the diforder and uncertainty, which all 
mankind were in; and the aſlembly ſatisficd theme 
ſelves with neither owning Auguſtus, who had ab- 
dicated, nor Staniſlaus who had been eledt againſt 


| their inclinations; but they were neither {ufficiently 


united, nor reſolute enough to name another king. 
King Staniſlavs ſet out from Alranſtad on the 15th 
of July 1707. with general Renchild, ſixteen Swediſh 
regiments, and abundance of movev. to appeaſe all 
theſe troubles in Poland, an make himſelf peaceably 
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the diſeipline of bis troops, which the better expoſed 


the barbarity of the Muſcovites, gained him the peo- 


ples inclinations; his extreme affability re-united to 


him almoſt all the factions, in proportion as it was 
known; and his money procured him the preateit 
part of the army of the crown. The Czar fearing 


be ſhould want proviſions in a country, which his 


troops had laid deſolate, retired into Lithuania, where 
he had appointed the rendezvouz of the ſeveral bran- 
cbes of his army, and eſtabliſhed magazines. This 
retreat left king Staniſlaus in the peaceable poſſcſſion 
of almoſt all Poland. | 

The only one, who then troubled him in his do- 
minions, was count Siniauſky, grand general of the 
crown, of the nomination of Augullus, He was a 
perſon of very great abilities, and as much ambition, 
and was at the head of a third party. He neither 
owned Auguſtus nor gtaniſlaus; and after having uſed 


bis utmoſt efforts to make himſelf elected, he was 


contented to be head of a party, as he could not be 
king. The troops of the crown, who continued un- 


der his command, had ſcarce any other pay, beſides 
the liberty of ravaging their. own country with impu- 


nity. And all who had ſuffered from their plun- 
der, or were apprehenſive of it, prefently ſubmitted 
to Staniſlaus, whoſe power was daily confirmed. 

. The king of Sweden was then receiving ambaſſa- 


dors in his camp at Alranſtad, from almoft all the 
princes in Chriſtendom. Some deſired him to quit 


the dominions of the empire, and, others preſſed him 
to turn his arms againſt the Emperor; and it was 


then a current report, that he deſigned to join with 
France, in depreſſing the houſe of Auſtria, Amongſt 


thefe ambaſſadors, was the famous John duke of 
Marlborough, ſent by Anne queen of Great: Britain, 
This man, who never laid fiege to a town which he 
did not take, nor fouglit a battle which he did not 
gain, was at St, James's a perfect courtier, the head 
of a party in parliament, and in foreign” countries 
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the moſt able negotiator of his time. He did France 
as much miſchief by his underſtanding, as by his 


arms; and Fagel, ſecretary of the, (lates general a 


man of very great merit, has been heard to ſay, that 


more than once the ſtates general having reſolved 19 
' oppoſe what the duke of Malrborough was to lay be- 
ſore them; the duke came, ſpoke to them in French, 


in which language he expreſſed himſelf very ill, and 
brought them all into his ſentiments. 


In conjanction with prince Eugene, the companion | 
of his victories, and Heinſius the grand penſionary 


of Holland, he ſupported all the weight of the enter- 
izes of the allies againſt France. He knew that 


Charles was exaſparated againſt the empire and the 


Emperor; that he was fecretly ſolheited by the French,; 
and that if the conqueror ſhould join himfelf to 0 
Ran: the allies would be undone. 

It is true, that Charles had given his word in 1 2005 


Hot to intermeddle in the war of Lewis XIV. with 


the allies, but the duke of Marlborough did not be- 
lieve, that any prince would, be ſo great a flave to his 
word, as not to ſacrifice it to his grandeur and in- 
tereſt. He therefore ſet out for the Hague, with a 
deſign to found the intentions af the king of Sweden. 

As ſoon as he was arrived at Lipſic, where Charles 


| then was, he applied himſelf ſecretly, not to Count 


Piper the firſt miniſter, but to. Baren Goerts, who 


told Goerts, that the deſign of the alſies was very 


Hortly to propoſe to the king of Sweden, to be a des 
cond time mediatcr between them and France. He wi 
ſaid'this, in hopes of diſcovering by Goerts anſwer, - 
the king s intentions, and becaufe he chuſe much ra- 
ther to have Charles for an arbitsaior than an a | 


At laſt, he had his public audience at Lipſic. 
en his firſt addreſs to the king, he told him i in 


French, that he ſhould think himfelf happy, if he 
could be taught under his ordets, what he yet want» 
a, to Sow in the art of war. He then had a pris 


6.3; 
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began to ſhare the king's confidence with-Piper. He | 
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vate audience of an hour long, in which the, king 
ſpoke in German, and the duke in French, The 
who was never in haſte to make propoſitions, 
had learnt by a long courſe of experience, the 
bes of penetrating into the fentiments of mankind, 
and finding out the ſecret connection between their 
jon oll thoaghts and their aQions, geſtures, and diſ. 
courſe, fixed his eyes attentively upon the king, when 
he ſpoke to him of war in general, He thought he 
perceived in his majeſty a natural averſion towards 
France, and obſerved that he was pleaſed when het:1 ed 
ol the conqueſts of the allies. He mentioned the Czar 
to him, and took notice, that his eyes always kin- 
dled at his name, notwithſtanding the moderation of 
the conference; and he farther remark'd that a ma 
of Muſcovy lay before him upon the table. He 
wanted no more to determine him in his judgment, 
that the real deſign of the king of Sweden, and his 
ſole ambition, were to dethrone the Czar, as he had 
already done the K of Poland. He underſtood, that 
| he had vo other views, by continuing in Sexony, 
. than to impoſe by that means certain hard laws upon 
the Emperor of Germany. But he knew that the 
Emperor would comply with them, and that thus mat- 
ters would be eaſily made up. He left Charles XII. 
to his natural inclination; and being fatisfied with 
having diſcovered his intentions, he made him no 
- Kind of propoſal. 

be king, who had not as yet ene ill for- 
tone, or even any interruption of his ſucceſſes, thought 

"that one year would be ſufficient for dethroning: the 
Czar, and that then he might return and raiſe himſelf 
by his own power to the dignity of arbiter of Eur- 
ope; but he had a mind firſt to bring down the ſpicit 
of the Emperor of Germany. 
Count Zoher, the Emperor Feber ties had ſpoke 
very diſreſpectfully of the king of Sweden, in the 
preſence of the Swediſh ambaſſadot at Vienna. The 
Emperor had 1 though mach ns his 


— 


he. king 

The 
tions, 
ce, the 
ankind, 
n their 


nd diſ. 
5 when 
ght he 
Wards 
talh ed 


as much a ſoldier, and as enterpriſing; but more in- 
defatigable, more robuſt, and more virtuous; and 
ee * Es 


* 
— 
— 


HAN LES XII. B. II. 77 
will, by baniſhing the count. But this would not ſatisfy 
the king of Sweden; he inſiſted upon the delivery of 
count Zober into his hands. The pride of the court 
of Vienna was obliged to ſtoop, and give the count 


Ls the king, who ſent him, back, after having kept 


him ſometime a priſoner Sſetin. 

The emperor, who was forced to mak? this and 
other conceſſions, abſolutely complied with the will 
of Charles XII. was named Joſeph, the eldeſt fon of 
Leopold, and brother to the wife emperor Charles 
VI. who ſucceeded him. Ys 

Count Weratiſlaw, his ambaſſador with Charles 

XII. brought the treaty to Leipſic in favour of the 
Silefians, ſigned by his maſter's own hand. Charles 


then ſaid, he was ſatisfied, and was the emperor's: 


very good friend. However, he was much diſguſted 


at the oppoſition he had found from Rome upon eve- 


ry occaſion. He looked with the utmoſt contempt 
upon the weakneſs of that court, which being, at 
preſent an irreeoncilable enemy to one half of Europe, 
is always in diſtruſt of the other, and ſupports its 
eredit only hy its (kill in negotiations. In the mean 
time he meditated revenge. He told count Wratiſ- 

law, that the Swedes had formerly conquered Rome, 
and had not degenerated as Rome had done. And 
he let the Pope know, that he would one day demand 


back the effects which queen Chriſtina had left at 
Rome. One cannot tell how far this young conque- 


ror would have carried his reſentments and his arms, 
if fortune had proſpered his deſigns. Nothing then 
appeared impoſſible to him. He had even ſent pri- 
vately ſeveral officers into Aſia, and as far as Egypt, 
to take the plan of the towns, and inform him of the 
ſtrength of thoſe countries. It is certain that if any 
one could have overturned the empire of the Perſi- 
ans and Turks, and then have paſſed into Italy, it 
was Charles XII. He was as young as Alexander, 
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the Swedes perhaps exceeded the Macedonians : but I their 
ſuch projects, which are looked upon with aſtoniſh- ¶ enqui 
ment, when attended with ſucceſs, are treated as chi- took 
maera's when they want it. | and t 


* 


At laſt, all difficulties being removed, and what- .. in gre 
ever he had a mind to be executed; after having on, 
humbled the emperor, given law in the empire, pro- H. 
tected the Lutherian religion in the midſt of Roman. make 
catholics, dethroned one king, crowned another, I on h 
and ſcen himſelf the terror of all the princes around ficers 
Him, he prepared for his departure. The pleaſures 1 was 
of Saxony, where he had Jain idle a full year, bad kno\ 
made no alteration in his manner of living. He havil 
mounted on horſe-back three times a day, roſe at only 
four in the morning, dreſſed himſelf alone, drank no couk 
wine, fat at table but one quarter of an hour, ex- the 1 
'erciied his troops every day, and knew no other but ( 
Pleaſure, but that of making Europe tremble. Aug 


The Swedes did not yet know, whether their king Was 

would lead them; only it was ſuſpected in the army, him 

that he might go to Muſcow. Some days before his trav 
departure, he ordered the grand mareſchal of his ther 

= HÞHoufhold to give him in writing the ront from Lip- tion 
ic. — He pauſed a while at that word, and that wall 
the mareſcha] might have no ſuſpicion of his projects den 

he added ſmiling to all the capital cities of Eu- he 

rope. The mareſchal brought him a liſt of them all, of « 

and at the head of them bad affected to put in great to 2 

Jetters, The roud from Lipſic to Stockholm. The ge- Jeſt! 
nerality of the Swedes wiſhed only to return thither ; fro! 

but the king was far from the thought of carrving pov 

them back into their own country. / /ez. Sir, ſays upo 
be, hit her you would lead me, but we ſball not return fro 
oh 29 St:ckholm ſo ſoosn. | | Ho 


The army was already upon their march, and tha, 
paſſed near Dreſden, Charles was at their head, and him 
riding, according to his cuſtom, about a quarter or ber 
half a mile before hi guards, They loft Gght of ing 
him all at once, and ſome of the officers ſpurted on in 
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13: but their horſes to ſee where he was; but with all ther 
ſtoniſh- | enquiry they could not find him. The whole army 
as chi- took the alarm in a moment. They made a halt, 

and the generals met together; and whilit they were 


I what- . in great conſternation, they learnt at laſt from a Sax- 


having on, who was paſſing by, what was become of him. 

e, pro. i He had a mind, as he paſſed ſo near Dreſden, to 
Loman- make a vifit to king Auguſtus. He entered the town 
nother, | on-hocſe-back, attended by three or four general of- 


around if ficers, and went directly to alight at the palace. He 
ealures vas got as far as the electors apartment, before it was 


r, had known that he was in the town. General Fleming 
. He baving ſeen the king of Sweden at a diſtance, had 
ofe at only time to run and inform his malter, - All that 
nk no could be done on ſuch an occaſion was preſented to 
„ ex · the idea of the minilter, who laid it before Auguſtus; 
other but Charles entered the chamber in his boots, before 
Auguſtus had time to recover from his ſurpriſe. He 
r king was then ſick, aud in a night gown, but dreſſed 
army, N himſelf preſently, Charles breakfaſted with him as a 
e his traveller, which tame to take leave of his friend, and 
f his then he expreſſed his deſire of viewing the fortifica- 
Lip- tions. During the little time that was taken up in 
that walking round them, a Livonian condemned in Swe- 
jects den, Who ſerved in the troops of Saxony, thought 
Eu- he could never have a more favourable opportunity 


1 all, of gbtaining pardon, and begged of king Auguſtus, 
great to aſk it of Charles; being fully aſſured, that his ma- 


e ge- jeſty could not refuſe ſo flight a requeſt to a prince, 
her; from whom he had taken a crown, and in whoſe 
ving power he then was. Auguſtus was eaſily prevailed 
ſays upon to undertake it. He ſtood at a little diſtance 
turn from the king of Sweden, and was diſcourling with 


Hoord, a Swediſh general. I believe, ſays he ſmiling, . 
and that your maſler will not refuſe me. Tou do not know _ 


and hin, replies general Hoord, he will rather refuſe you- 
r or bere than any where elſe. - Augultus, notwithſtand- 
of ing, aſked a pardon for the Livonian, of the king, 


on in very preſling terms ; and Charles, denied him in i 
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| The HISTORY of 
fach a manner, that he did not think fit to aſk it 3 
After having paſſed ſome hours in this 
odd kind of viſit, he embraced king Auguſtus, and 
took him leave. Upon his returning to his army, 

he found all his general officers aſſembled in a coun-. 
cil of war, and aſked the reaſon. General Renchild 

told him, they had determined to beſiege Dreſden, 

in caſe his majeſty had been detained a prifoner, 
Right, ſays the king, they durſt not, they durſi not. 

The next morning, upon the news that king Augu- 

ſtus held an extraordinary council at Dreſden, Hu 

fee, ſays Renchild, they are deliberati 
ſhould have done yeſterday, 


| fecond time. 


ng upon what they 
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> _FYHARLES at laſt took lea we of Saxony in Sep- 
tember 1707, followed by an army of three 
and forty thouſand men, formerly covered with ſteel, 
but then ſhining with gold and filver,: and enriched 
With the ſpoils of Poland and Saxony. Every loldier 
carried with him fifty crowns in ready money; alf 
the regiments were complete, and not only fo, but in 
every company there was ſeveral ſupernumeraries, 
waited for vacant places, Beſides this army, count 
Levenhaup, one of his beſt generals, waited for him 
in Poland with twenty thouſand men; and he had 
beſides another army of fifteen thouſand in Finland; 
and freſh recruits were coming to him from Sweden. 
With all theſe forces it Was n 
dethrone the Czar. 

The emperor of Muſcovy was then in Lithuania, 
employed in keeping up the ſpirits of a party, which 
king Auguſtus ſeemed to have renounced, His troops, 

divided into ſeveral bodies, fled on all fides upon 
_ the firſt report of the king of Sweden's approach, He 
had himfelf adviſed all his generals never to wait for 
the coming up of this conqueror with uncqual force. 
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The king oſ Sweden in the midſt of his victorious 


aſk j 
s in 2 march, received a ſolemn embaſſy from the Turks. 
us, and © The ambaſſador had his audience in count Piper's 
army, quarters; for 'twas there always that ceremonies of 
a coun, pomp were performed. He ſupported the dignity 
enchild Jof his maſtec by a magnificent appearance; and the 
rreſden I king, who was always worſe lodged, worſe ſerved, 
riſoner- and more plainly clad than the meanelt officer in his 
-/? nt, army, would often fay that his palace was Piper's 
Augu- I quarters. The Turkith ambaſſador preſented Charles 
n, Ye vith an hundred Swediſh ſoldiers; who having been 
"at they taken by the Calmucks, ſold in Turkey, and redeem- 
| ed by the grand Seignoir, were ſent by him to the 
king, as the moſt apgreable preſent he could make 
— him; not that the Ottoman pride pretended to pay 
homage to the glory of Charles XII. but becauſe the 
Sultan, a natural enemy to the Emperors ol Muſcovy 
n Sep- and Germany, was deſirous of ſtrengih'ning himſcif 
three againſt them by the friend/hip of Sweden, and the al- 
ſteel, I fiance of Poland. The ambaſſador complimented 
riched | Staniſlaus upon his advancement to the crown; and 
oldier thus he was owned as king in a very little time by 
„; aff I Germany, France, England, Spain, and Turkey, 
but in There remained only the Pope, who before he ac- 
aries, knowleged bim, was willing to wait, till time had 
count ſeitled the crown upon his head, which a turn of 
r him fortune might ſtrike off, - ” 13 ve 
e had Charles had ſcarce given audience to the ambaſſa- 
and; ¶ dor of the Ottoman port, before he began his march 
eden. la ſearch of the Muſcovites, 50 Mt hy 
muſt Charles left Staniſlaus in Poland with ten thouſand 
Swedes and his new ſubjects to aſſiſt him in the pre- 
ania, ſervation of his kingdom, againſt his foreign and do- 
which meſtie enemies; for himſelf, he marched at the head 
bops, of his horſe amidlit ice and ſnow towards Grodno 


in the month of January 1708, 


upon a | | e 
ho He |} © Charles ſurmounted all difficulties, advancing ſtill 
t for towards tbe Boryſthenes. He met with twenty thou- 


AI CG 


and Maſcovites in his way entrenched in a place named 
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Folloſin, behind a morals, which could not be come I em 


et without paſting a riyer, Charles did not wait tor 
the aſſault till the reſt of his infantry came up, but 
threw himſelf into the water at the head of his foot 
guards, and crofſed the river and the moraſs, wit 

the water ſometimes above his ſhoulders, W pili be 
thus marched againlt the enemy, he ordered his hock 
to paſs round ihe moraſs, and tail upon them in flank, 
The Muſcovites in amaze, that no barrier could de. 
fend them, were at the {ame time routed by the king 

on foot, and by the Swediſh horſe. | 

The horſe having made their way through the e. 
nemy, joined the king in the midſt of the battle. He 
then mounted on horſeback, but fome time after find. 

ing a young Swediſh gentleman, named Gullenſtierd, 
whom he very much eſteemed, wounded in the bel 
and unable to march, he obliged him to take his horſe, 
and continued to command on foot at the head of his 
infantry. Of all the battles he had ever fought, this 
in all probability was the moſt glorious, that where 
in he was expoſed to the moſt dangers and wherein 
he ſhewed the greateſt abilities. The memory of it 
is preſerved by .a medal, with this inſcription on one 
hde, Sylvae, Paludes, aggeres, hoſtis victi ; and on 
| the other, Victrices copeat alium laturus in ads, 

The Muſcovites thus obliged to fly, repaſſed the 
Borylthenes, which ſeparates the dominions of Pol- 
and from their own'country. Charles loſt no time in 
the pur ſuit, he croſſed that great river after them at 
Mohilou, the laſt town in Poland, which ſometimes be- 
longs to the Czar, and ſometimes to the Poles, ac- 

cording to the common fate of frontier places. 

The Czar thus ſeeing his empire, in wich he was, 
giving birth to arts and trade, become a prey to war, 
which in a little time might ruin all his ꝓrojects, and 
perhaps take him from his throne, was inclined to a 
peate, and even ventured ſome propoſals by a Poliſh 
gentleman, whom he ſent to the Swediſſi army. Charles 

* who had not been uled to grant _ to his 


* 
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enemies, but in their capitals, only anſweged, / will 
reat with the Czar at Muſcow, When this hanghty: - 
anſwer was reported to the Czar, My brother Charles, 
ſays he, ſtill aſſects to act the Alexander ; but 1 flatter 
m/elf, he will nat find a Darius in ne 

About thirty miles gorthward from Mohilou, the 
pace where the king croſſed the Boryſthenes, along 
the river, and ſtill upon the frontiers of Poland and 
Muſcovy- is ſituate the country of Smolenſko, in which 
lies the great road from Poland to Muſcow. This way 
the Czar retreated, and the king followed by long 
marches ; and ſo eloſs, that part of the rear guard of- 
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tle. He WW he Muſcovites was frequently engaged with the dra». 
ter find. ons of the Swediſh van-guard, The latter had ge- 
nſtierd, erally the advantage; but they weakened themſelves _ 
e field, Weren by conquering in theſe ſmall ſkirmiſhes, which 
s horſe, ¶ were never deciſive, and in which they always loſt a- 

| of his bundance of men. Ts | 

t, this On the 22d of September, in this year 1708, the 
where WW king attacked a body of ten thoufand horſe, and ſix 


i herein 


thouſand Calmouks near Smolenſko. The king ſell 


y of it ¶ upon them with only fix regiments of horſe, and four 
on one, W thouſand foot; broke their ranks upon the firſt onſet. 
nd on IF at the head of his Oſtrogothick regiment, and forced 
Ms . the enemy to retreat. He advanced upon them through 
ed the rough and hollow ways, where the Calmouks lay hid; 
Fol- they then appeared again, and threw themſelves be- 
me in i tween the regiment where the king was fighting and 
em at i the reſt of the Swediſh army. The Muſcovites and 
es be ·¶ Calmouks in an inſtant ſurrounded this regiment, and 
„ ac- made their way quite up to his majelty, They killed 
| two aid de camps, who fought near his perſon. The 
was, MW king's horfe was ſlain under him; and as one of his 
war, equerries was preſenting him with another, both the 
, and equerry and horſe were ſtruck dead upon the ſpot. 
to a Charles fonght on foot, encircled by ſome- of his of- 
olifh fieers, who immediately flew to relieve him, by ſur- 
my rounding him. Le IR | 
0 


Several of ihem were taken, wounded or ſlain, or 
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carried off to a diſtance from the king by the multi. 
tade that fell upon them, ſo that only five men were 

left about him. He was a0 ſpent with fatigue, hay- 
ig killed above a dozen of the enemy with his own 
hand, without receiving ſo much as one wound, by, 
that inexpreſſible good fortune, which till then had 
ever attended him, and upon which he ſtill relied, at 
laſt, colonel Dardoff forced his way through the Cal. 
mouks with a ſingle company of his regiment, and 
eme time enough to diſengage the king. The reſt of 
toe Swedes put the Tartars to the ſword; the army 
recovered its ranks, Charles mounted his horſe, and, 
fitigued as he was, purſued the Muſcovites two 
oe TE 0, 5 | 

The king appointed the rendezvous near the river 
Deſna. Mezeppa prince of Ukrania promiſed to meet 
him there with thirty thouſand men, proper amuni. 
tion and proviſions, and all his treaſures, which are 
inmenſely large. The Swediſh army therefore was or- 
dercd to march towards that fide of the country, to 
th- great altoniſhment of all the officers, who knew no- 
thing of the kings treaty with the Colſacks. Charles 
ſent orders to Levenhaup, to bring up his troops, and 
proviſions with all ſpeed into Ukrania, where he deſign» 
ed to paſs the winter; that having ſecured that coun- 
try to himſelf, he might conquer Muſcovy the next 
ſpring ; and in the mean time he advanced to wards the 
river Dreſna, which falls into the Boriſthenes at Kio, 
The obſtacles they had hitherto encountred in their 


march were trifles to thoſe they met with in this neu 


road. They were obliged to croſs a foreſt full fif:y 
leagues broad, which abounded in marches, General 
Lagercorn, who marched before with five thouſand 
men and pioneers led the army tbirty miles. eaſtward 
out of the right way; and they had marched ſour days 
before the king diſcovered the miſtake, With d:fhco]- 


ty they did get into the right road again, but left al- 


. moſt all their artillery and waggons behind, which 
were either ſtuck faſt, or quite ſunk in the mud. 
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"Charles hoped at leaſt that 
would come and repair this ill fortune, He was to 


N CHARLES xit. B. W. g 
They marched for twelve days in this painful and 
laborious manner, till they had eat up the I ttle biſ- 

et that was left, and then they arrived quite ſpent 


with hunger and wearineſs upon the banks of the Deſ- 


meet them; but inſtead of the prince, they found a 
body of Muſcovites advancirg towards the other ſide 
of the river. The king was very much altoniſhed, 


but reſolved immediately to paſs the Deſna, and at- 


tack the enemy. The banks of the river were ſo ſteep, 


that they were obliged to let the ſoldiers down with 
cords; and they crofſed it, according to their uſual ' 


manner, ſome by ſwimming, and others on floats 
haſtily made. The body of Muſcovites, which arri- 
ved at the ſame time, were not above eight thouſand 
men; ſo that they made but ſmall reſiſtance, and this 
obſtacle was alio furmonnted, _ 29 | 
Charles advanced farther into this wretched coun - 
try, uncertain of his road and Mazeppa's fidelify, 
Mazeppa appeared at laſt, but rather as a fugitive 


than a powerful ally. The Muſcovites had diſcovers 


ed and prevented his deſigns. They had fallen upon 
the Coſſacks, and cut them to pieces; his principal 
friends were taken ſword in hand, and thirty of them 
had been broke upon the wheel. His towns were laid 
in aſhes, his treaſures plundered, the proviſions he 
was preparing for the king of Sweden ſeized: and he 


was ſcarce able to eſcape himſelf with fix thouſand. 


men, and ſome few horſes loaden with gold and ſilver, 
However, he gave the king hopes of ſupporting him 


dy his intelligences in this unknown country, and the 
uffeRion of all the Coflacks, who, enraged againſt the 


Muſcovites, came in troops to the camp, and brought 
them provifions. LTH | | 


bring with him about fifteen thouſand Swedes. who 


were more valuable than a hundred thouſand Coffacks, 
wüh proviſtons of ammunition and victual. He ar- 


' l H 


general Levenhaup 


% 


huis maſter, choſe rather to continue on his march 


i 
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rived at laſt, but almoſt in the ſame condition as Mas = 
. Vith 


lle had already paſſed the "hs "EK above Moe 
hilou, and advanced about twenty leagues farther, on n 
the road to Ukrania He brought the king a convoy. Y 


of eight thouſand waggons, with the money he had "i 
raiſed in „Lithuania, and as he was upon his march, 5 
Upon coming up towards Leſno, near the place where 5. 


the rivers of Pronia and Soſſa join to diſemborge them. © 1.x 
ſelves far below into the Boryſthenes, the Czar ap. 
peared at the head of fifty thouſand men. a 

The Swediſh general, who had not quite fixteen i 40, 
thaifaud, reſolved not to entrench. Their many The 
victories had inſpired the Swedes with ſo much con- 


fidence, that they never enquired after the number of "4 
the enemy, but only where they lay. Levenhaup or 
therefore marched againſt them withont heſitation on 1 1 


the ſeventh of Oftober 1708. in the afternoon. Upon 
the ficſt onſet they killed fifteen, hundred Muſcovites, 
The Czar's army fell into confuſion, and fled on all | 
ſides ; and the emperor of Ruſſia was upon the point 17 
of ſeeing himfelf entirely defeated. He perceived freſh 
that the ſafety of his dominions depended upon the tage 
action of that day, and that he was utterly undone if i nail 
Levenhaup joined the king of en with a victori- wag 
ous army. 4 


As ſoon ac he ſaw his troops begin to fall back,” he 2 
| ran to the rear guard, where the CofJacks and Cal- they 
mucks were polted ; J charge you, ſays he, to fire uton ſave 

| \ 
every man that runs away, and even to hill me, if I a + 
ſhould be fo cowardly, as to turn my back. From thence pon 
he turned to the van guard. and rallied his troops in fore, 


- _— aſſiſted hy prince Menzikof, and prince Gal- hay; 
| Heſfin. Levenhaup, who had preſſing orders to join 


than renew the fight, thinking he had done enough 
to diſcourage the enemy from purſuing. - 

At eleven the next morning the Czar attacked him 

on the entrance upon a . and drew out his £8 
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army at length, that he night ſurround bim. The 
"Swedes faced about and the fight laſted two hours 
with equal reſolution. The luſcovites Joſt three 
times as many men, but ſtill kept their ground, and 
| the victory was undecided, | 
” At four in the afternoon general Baver brought the 
Czar a ſupply of troops. The batile wassthen re- 
newed for the third time, wuh more fury and eager- 
nels than ever, and laſted till night came on. At 
lait numbers carried it. The Swedes-were broke, 
, routed, and driven as ſar as to their baggage. Le- 
venhaup rallied his troops behind hs waggons, and 
though the Swedes were conquered, they did not fly. 
They were about nine thouſand, and not one ſingle 
man of them ran away; and the general drew them 
up as eaſily in order of battle, as though they had 
never been beaien, pgs 3 
The Czar on the other fide paſſed the night under 
arms, and commanded his officers under pain of being 
caſhiered, an his ſoldiers under pain of death not to 
VV KD 
The next morning at day-break, he ordered a 
freſh aſſault. Levenhaup had retired to an advan- 
tageous ground at ſome miles diſtance, after having 
nailed down. part of his cannon, and ſet fire to his 
Waggons. Pe 
The Muſeovites came time enoogb to hinder the 
whole convoy from being conſumed in the flames; 
they ſeized upon (ix. thouſand waggons, which they 
ſaved. The Czar, who was deſirous of compleating 
the defeat of the Swedes, ſem general Flug “ fall u- 
pon them again the fifth time; and the general of- 
fered them again an honourable capitulation, Leven - 
haup refuſed ir, and the fifth bgtile was as bloody as 
any of the former, Of the nine thouſand ſoldiers 
he had left, he loſt one half, and the other remained 


unbroken. At Jaſl night coming on, Levenhaup, af- | 


ter having ſuſtained five battles againſt fifty thouſand. _ 
men, ſwam over the Soſſa, followed by the fix thous _ 
4 WL . | . * > * 
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28 The HISTORY of 
fand men he had left alive, ind the wounded were car. 
ried over on floats. The Czar loſt above twenty ti ou- 
fand Muſcovites in theſe five engagements, in which 
he had the glory of conquering the Swedes, and Le. 
venhaup the reputation of diſputing. the victory for 
three days, and of retreating without being broken at 
laſt. He then came to his maſter's camp with the ho- 
nour of having made fo good a defence, but beioging 
with him neither ammunition nor army. 

King Stanifhaons would have been glad to have join- 
ed Charles at the ſame time, but the Muſcovites who 
had conquered Levenhaup, lay in his way, and Sini- 
aoſuy employed him enough in Poland. 

The kirg of Sweden thus found himſelf without 
proviſions or communic tion with Poland, ſurrounded 
with enemies in the midſt of a country, where be had 
ſcarce any reſuge bur his courage. 

In this extremity, the memorable winter as 1709, 
which was till Were terrible in thoſe frontiers of Eu- 
rope, than it was in France, carried off part of his 
>rmy. Charles reſolved to brave the ſeaſons, as he 
had done his enemies, and ventured to make long 
marches with his troops during the exceſſive ſeverity 
of the weather. It was in one of theſe marches that two 
thoufand of his men were ſtarved to death-almoſt be- 
fore his eyes. The horſetnen had no boots, and the 
foot were without ſhoes, and atmoſt without clothes. 

They were forced to make ſtockings of the ſkins of 
beaſts in the beſt manner they could, They often 
wanted bread. They were obliged to throw the beſt part 
of their cannon into quagmires and rivers; for want 
of- horſes to draw them along. So that this once ffou- 
riſhing-army was reduced to four and twenty thou- 
ſand men ready to perifh ſor hunger. They neither 
received news from Sweden, nor were able'to ſend thi- 
ther, In this condition one ſingle officer complained, 
Hou, ſays the king, are you unza/y that. you ate /6 far 
from your wife? if you are a ſoldier indeer, I wil carry 
you to that diſtance, that you ſhall ſcarce. hyar from & wes 
den once in three years, © | 


© car. 
thou- 
w hich 
d Le. 


ry for 


en at 
e ho- 


gin g 


join- 

who 
Sini- 
thout 
nded 
> had 


709, 
Eu- 


A ſoldier grumbling, ventured to preſent him, in 
ſence of the whole army, with a peace of bread, that 
was black and mouldy, made of barley and oats, the 
only food they then had, nor had they enough of this: 


the king received the peace of bread without the leaſt 


emotion, eat it entirely up, and then ſaid coldly to 
the ſoldier, /t i not good, but it may be exten. This 
little turn, if any thing may be called litile, that ſerves 
to increaſe reſpect and confidence, contributed more 
than all the reſt to ſupport the Swediſh army under ex- 
tremities, which would have been intolerable under 
any other general, 1 
The Czar, who was as active as the king of Sweden, 
after having ſent freſh forces into Poland, to the aſſiſt- 
ance of the confederates, united under general Siniau- 
ſky againſt Staniſlaus, advanced very ſoon into Ukra- 
nia, in the midſt of this ſevere winter, to oppoſe the 
king of Sweden. He continued there with a view of. 
weakning the 'enemy by ſmall engagements; for by 
this means he thought the Swediſh army mult be ruin- 
ed intirely at laſt, as it could not be recruited, whillt 
he was able to draw freſh forces every moment out of 
his own dominions. Jes. or 
The cold there muſt have been exceſſive indeed, 
ſince it obliged the two armies to aggree upon a ſuſ- 
penſion of arms. But upon the firſt of February they 
began to engage again in the.midſt of-ice and ſnow. 
After ſeveral {mall ſkirmiſhes, and ſome diſadvan- 


tiges, the king's army was reduced in April to 18000 


Swedes. Mazeppa alone, the prince of the Coſſacks, 


ſupplied them with the neceſſaries of life. Without 


his aſſiſtance, the army muſt have periſhed through 

bunger and miſery, The Czar, in ibis conjuncture, 
offered conditions to Mazeppa, to draw him again 
into his ſervice. But the Coſſack continued faithful. 
to his new ally, whether it were through fear of the 
terrible puniſhment of the wheel, by which he had loſt 


his friends, or whether through a deſire of revenge. 


Charles with his eighteen thouſand Swedes, and | 
6 A H 3 8 : : : 
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as many Coſſacks, had not laid aſide the deſign, or 
hopes of penetrating as far as Muſcow. Towards 
the end of May he went to Jay ſiege to Pultawa, upon 
the river Vorſklat, on the borders of Ukrania eaft- 
ward, about thirteen long leagues from the Boryſthenes , 
where the Czar had made a magazine. If the king 
took it, it would open him the road to Muſcow, and 
in the abundance he fhould then poſſeſs, he could at 
leaſt wait for the coming up of the fuccours he till 
expected from Sweden, Livonia, Pomerania, and Po- 
Jand. His ſote refuge being then in the conqueſt of 
Pultawa, He carried on the ſiege with vigour. Mä. 
 Zeppa, who had a correfpondence in the town, aſſured 

him, he would foon be maſter of it, and hope began 
to revive in his army. His foldiers looked upon the 
taking bf Pultawa as the end of all their miferies. 

The king perceived, from the beginning of the ſiege, 
that he had taught his enemies the art of war. Prince 
Menzikof, notwithſtanding all his precautions, threw 
Freſh troops into the town, and the garriſon, by this 
means amounted to almoſt ten thouſand men. 

The king continued the ſiege with till more warmth, 
he carried the advanced works, gave two affaults to 
the body of the place, and took the courtine. The 
ſiege was in this condition, when the king, having 
rode into the river, to take 2 nearer view of, ſome of 
the works, received a ſhot from a carabine, which 
Pierced through his, boot, and ſhattered a bone of his 
heel. There was not the leaſt alteration obſerved in 
his countenance, by which it could be ſuſpected that 
de was wounded, He continued calmly to give or- 
ders, and remained near ſix hours on horfeback after- 
werds. One of his domeſticks at laſt perceiviog that 
the ſole of his boot was bloody, made haſte to call 
the ſurgeons; and his pain then began to be ſo ſharp, 
that they were forced to take him off his horſe, and 
carry him into his tent. The ſurgeons looking upon 
the wound, obferved, that it already began to mor- 
Uify, and was of opinjon, that the leg mult be cutoff, 
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The army was in the utmoſt conſternation; but one 
of the ſurgeons named Newman, who was better ſkil- 
Jes, and more couragious than the reſt, was poſitive, 
that by making deep inciftons, he could fave the king's 


„leg. Fall to work then preſently, ſays the king, cut 


boldly, fear nothing. He held the leg himſelf with both 
his hands, looking upon the inciſions that were made, 
as though the operation had been performed upon 
another perſon, | „ 
As they were liying on the dreſſing, he gave or- 
ders for an aſſault the next morning; but the orders 
were ſcarce given, before word was brought him, that 
the Czar appeared with an army of above ſeventy 
thouſand men. He was therefore obliged to take ano- 
ther refolution. Charles, wounded, and incapable 
of acting, ſaw himſelf encloſed between the Bory- 
ſthenes and the river which runs to Pultawa, in a de- 
fart country, without any places of ſecurity or am- 
munition, and oppoſed to an army, which had pre- 
vented him either from retreating, or being ſup 1 | 
with proviſions. In this extremity, he aſſemoled no 
council of war, as might have been expected; but on 
the ſeventh of July at night he ſent for Mareſchal 
Renchild into his tent, and ordered him, without de- 
Hberation, and withont uneaſineſs to prepare to attack 
the Czar the next morning. Renchild did not diſ- 
pute his maſter's will, but went out with a reſolution 
to obey him. At the door of the king's tent he met 
count- Piper, with whom he had long been at vari- 


ance, as it often happens between the miniſter and! - 


the general. Piper aſked him, if any thing new had hap» 
pened : no, ſays the general coldly, and paſfed on to 
give his orders. As ſoon as Piper was en ered into 
the tent, Has Renchild ſaid any thing to yu, ſays the 
king to him. Nothing, anfwers Piper. Well then, 
replies: the king, / tell you, that to morrow we bu 
give battle Count Piper was aſtoniſhed at ſo deſpe- 
fate a reſolution; but knew well that his maſter 
could not be prevailed on to change his opinion; he 
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only expreſs'd his altopiſhment by his ſilenee, and lee 
left the king to ſlecp till break of day. neral 
aas on the 8th of July 1709, that the deciſive em 

battle of Pultawa was fought between the two moſt 
famous monarchs then in the world, Charles XII. 
and Peter Alexiowitz. To have a clear idea of this broke 
battle, and the place where it was fought, we muſt wem, 
imagine Pultawa lying on the north, the camp of the ball; 
king of Sweden on the ſouth, drawing a little towards and t] 


the eaſt, his baggage about a mile behind him, and | Ch 
the river of Pultawa on the north of-the town, run- be ha 
ing from caſt to well. | = fre t 

; The Czar had paſſed the riyer about a league from || "he ©! 
Poltawa towards the weſt, and was beginning to form. bat h 
his camp. | 1 . Ways 
At day break the Swedes appeared out of their iſ "vg 
trenches with four cannons for their whole artillery; fell u 
tte reſt were left in the eamp with about three thou- ing {1 
ſand men; and four thouſand remained: with the bag- bew 
gage. Sy that the Swediſh army, which marched a- ment. 
gainſt the enemy, conſiſted of abont five and twenty the ca 
thouſand men, whereof there were hot above twelve ſan & 
Houland regular tes. the 5\ 

' » The generals, Renchild, Field, Levenhaup, Sli- Th 
penbak, Hoorn, Sparre, Hamilton, the prince of Wir- pe 
tenberg who was related to the king, and ſome others, I bim 
moſt of whom had ſeen the battle of Narva, put the dexie 
ſubaltern officers in mind of that day, when eight nne 
thouſand Swedes had deſtroyed an army of a hundred I ©9049 
thouſand Muſcovites in their entrenchments. The 23 


offi-ers ſaid the ſame thing to the foldiers, and all en- 


couraged one another as they march. a 
The king condutted the march, carried in a litter their! 
at the head of his foot. A4 party of horſe advanced oy 


by his order to attack that of the enemy. The bat · pk 
tile began with this engagement at half an hour after I ! 
8 four in the mornings The enemy 's. horſe lay welt. 
ward on the right g the Muſcov'te camp; prince 3 

allo win had placed hem at diſ- bis foo 
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tances between redoudts fortified wiin cannon. Gee 
neral Slipenbak, at the head of the Zwedes, fell upon 
them. All who have ſerved in the Swedith troops 


know that it was almoſt impoſſible to reſilt the fary 


of their fi. ſt ſhock, The Miſ-ovite ſquadrous were 


broken and routed, The Czar himielt ran to rally | 


them, and his hat was ſhot through with a muſket. 
ball; M-nzikof had three horſes killed under Rs 
and the Swedes eried out viſtory. 

Charles did not doubt but the battle was nk 
be had diſpaiched general Creuts about midnight Sith 


five thouſand horſe or dragoons, who. were to take 


the enemy in flank, whilit he attacked them in front; 


but his 6 was, that Creuts went ou: of be, 
The Czar, who had 


way, and did not appear. 
thought himſelf loſt, had time to rally his horſe. He 
fell upon the king's cavalry in his turn, which not be- 


ing ace by Creut's detachment, was broken 
e, and Slipenbak taken priſoner in the engage- 

At the ſame time ſeventy two cannons from 
the camp played upon the Swediſh horſe, and the Ruf- 
ſan foot opening from their lines, advanced to attack 


lie wi 
ment. 


the Swediſd infantry. 


The Czar. ey Jetrahes prince Menzikof ; 
to polt himſelf between Puliawa and the Swedes; 
prince Menzikcf executed his malter's orders with 


dexterity and readineſs ; and not onjy cut off the com- 
munication between the Swediſh army, and the troops 


remaining in the camp, before Pultawa, but meeting. 


with a G:rps de reſerve of three thouſand men, he 
ſutrounded them, and cut them in pieces. 


In the mean time the Muſeovite foot came out of 
their lines, and advanced in order in:o the plan. And 
on the other ſide, the Swediſn horſe rallied within a 
quarter of a league from the enemy's army. And 


the king aſſiſted by general Renchild, made a apo. 
tion for a general engagement. 


He ranged what troops were left him in two lines; 8; 
la were potted in the center, and his horſe made 
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made up the two wings. The Czar diſpoſed his ar. 
my in the ſame manner; he had the advantage of 
numbers, and of leventy two cannon, whilit the 
S'vedes had no more than OY and began to want 
powder, 

The emperor of Maicovy was in the center of bis 
army, having then the title only of major general, 

aud ſeemed to ſerve under general Clermetof, But 
he went as emperor from rank to rank, mounted on 
2 Turkiſh horſe, which was a preſent from the grand 
Signior, exhorting the officers and ſoldiers, and pto- 
miſing every one of them rewards. 

Charles did all be could to fit his horſe at the head 
of his troops; but finding the pollure too painful, he 
returned to his Itter, holding his ſword in one hand, 

| and a piſtol in the other. 

At nine in the morning the battle was renewed; 
one of the firſt diſcharges jof the Muſcovite cannon 
carried oft the two horſes of the king's litter ; he 
cauſed two others to be ſtrait pur to it, and a ſecond 
volley broke the litter io pieces, and overturned the 
king. The troops which ſonght near him believed 
him killed. The Swedes in conſternation loſt ground, 
and their powder failing, and the enemy's cannon 


85 continuing to play upon them, the firſt line fell back 


upon the ſecond, and the fecond fled. in this laſt 
action the Swedi fh army was routed by a ſingle line 
of ten thouſand men of the Muſcovites foot; ſo much 
were matrers changed. |} 

| The king, carried upon pikes by four grenadiers, 
covered wih blood, and all over-bruiſed with his fall, 

and ſcarcely able to ſpeak, cried out Swedes, Swedes, 
anger and grief renewing his ſtrength, he tried to rally 
ſome of his regiments. But the Muſcovites cloſely 
purſued them with their fworde, bayonets, and pikes. 
The prince of Wirtenberg, general Renchild, Hamil- 
ton, and Stakelberg, were already taken priſoners, 
the camp before Pultawa forced, and all in a conſu- 
Lon, which did not admit of any remedy. Count Pi- 
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per with all the officers of the chancery had quitted 
the camp, and neither knew what to do, nor what 
was become of the king. They ran from one fide of 
the plain to the other. Major Bere offered to lead 
them to the baggage ; but the clouds of duſt and 
ſmoak, which covered the field, and their own con- 
ſoſion, carried them ſtrait to the counterſcarp, of rhe 
town, where they were taken priſoners by the garri- 
ſon. ONES „ . 
The king would not fly, and could not defend him- 
ſelf. General Poniatoſky chanced to be by him that 
inſtant; he was a colonel of the Swediſh gnard; of king 
Staniſlaus, and a perſon of uncommon merit, whom 
lis attachment to the perſon of Charles had engaged 
to follow him into Ukrania without any poſt in the 
army, He was one, who in all occurrences of his 
life, and in dangers, where others at molt would have 
only behaved with courage, ſhewed a command of 
vnderſtanding, which was ever attended with ſucceſs, 
he made a ſiꝑn to a young Swede named Frederick, 
the king's firſt valet de chambre, and as intrepid as 
his maſter ; they take the king under their arms, and 
aſſiſted by a Drabant who came up to them, mount 
him on horſeback, notwithſtanding the exceſſive pains 
of his wound, Frederick got up behind his maſter, 
and ſupported him from time to time. 0 5 
Poniatoſky, though he had no command in the 
army being made a general on this occaſion by ne- 
ceſſity, drew up five hundred horſe near the king's 
perſon ; ſome: of them Drabants. others officers. o- 
thers private troopers. his body, re-animated by 
the misfortune of their prince, made their way through 
more than ten regiments of Muſcovites, and condi». 


ed Charles through the midſt of the enemy, the ſpace 


of a league, to the baggage of the Swediſh army. 
This ſurpriſing retreat was of great conſequence 
in ſuch diſtreſs, but the king was under a neceſſity of 


Ming ſtill farther.. They found among} the bag- 


gage count Piper's coach, for the king never had one | 


\ 


2 
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96, 
ſince he leſt Stockholm. They pnt him into it, and 
made tou ard the Boryſthenes with all poſſible ſpeed, 

The king, who from the time he was ſet on horſe. 
back till be came to the boggage, had never ſpoke 
one ſingle word, then aſked what was become of count 
Piper They told him he was taken with all the of. 
| ficers of chancery: And generol NRenchiid, and the 
prince of Wirtenterg 2 added the king. They are pri- 

ſoners too, ſays Poniatoſky. Priſoners io Muſconjtes! 
replies Charles, ſhrupging up bis ſhoulders. | Come 1» 
then, let us po 10 the Turks 'rather. © They did not 
obſerve however the leaſt alteration in his counte. 


| nance. and whoever had then feen him, and not known 


his condition, would have never ſuſpected him to have 
been either conquered or wounded. 
Whilft be was gerting aff, tbe Muſcovites ſeized 


upon his artiflery in the camp before Pultawa, his, 


bogpape, and the money he had raiſed for carrying 
on the war, where they found fix millions in ſpecie, 
the ſpoils of Poland and Saxony. Near nine thous 
find Swedes were k led in the battle, about fix thou. 


Tud were taken, three or four thoufand ran away, 


and were never heard of ſince. There ſtill remained 
near cighteen thouſand men, comprehending the Coſ. 
e with ebe Swedes and Poles who fled towards 
the Borvſthenes. under the dir:Qioniof genera] Le- 
venliaup. He'morched on one ſide with theſe fugi- 
tive troops, whilſt the king rook another Toad, with 
ſome of his horſe. ' The coach in which he roce, 
broke down ip his march, ard they ſet him again on 
horſeback. And wo finiſh his misfortone be rambſed 
there his courage not being 
a"!e to fopply any longer his exhauſted ſpitits, and 
* pains of hiswounds becoming more ir fp portable 
by fatigue, and his borſe falling under bim throvgh 
exceſſive wearineſe, be reſted himſelf for fome hours 
at the ſoot of a tree, in denger of being ſurpriſed 
every moment dy the e who 1 5 85 
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At laſt, on the ꝙth of July at night, he found him; 
ſelf upon the banks of the Borylthenes, and Leven- 
haup jult arrived with the remains of his army. The 
Swedes ſaw their king again, whom they judped to 
have been dead, with a joy mixed with ſorrow, 
The enemy drew nigh, and they had no bridge to 
paſs over, nor time to make one, nor powder ro de- 
fend themſelves againſt the enemy who came upon 
them, nor proviſions to hinder the army from periſh- 
ing with hunger, who had eat nothing for a whole 
day: but what gave the Swedes the greateſt uneaſineſs, 
was the danger of their king. By good fortune, there 
was ſtill left a ſorry calaſh, which by chance they had 
brought along with them; this they embarked in a 
little boat, and the king and general Mazeppa in 
another. The latter had ſaved fevers] coffers full of 
money, but the current being very rapid, and a vio- 
lent wind beginning to blow, the Collack threw more 
than three parts of his treaſures into the river, to 
lighten the boat. Mullern the king's chancellor, and 
count Poniatolky, who was now more than ever ne- 
ceſſary to the king, for his remarkable preſence of 
mind under difficulties, croſſed over in other barks + 
with fome of the officers. Three hundred troopers 
ofthe king's guards, and a very great number of Poles 


and Coſſacks relying. upon the goodneſs of their ho + 


ſes, ventured to pals the river by ſwimming. Their 


troop keeping cloſs together reſiſted the current, and 


broke the waves; but all who attempted to croſs ſe- 
parately a little below were carried away by the 
ſtream, and ſunk in the river. Of all the foot who. 
tried to paſs over, there were not one who got to the 
e ä 

Whilſt the rooted part of the army were in this 
extremity, prince Menzikof came up with ten thou- 
fand horſe, having each a foot ſoldier behind him. 
The carcaſſes of the Swedes that lay dead in the way, 
of their wounds, fatigue, and hunger, ſufficiently 
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pointed out to prince Menzikof the road which that 
body of the army had taken. The prince ſent a trum. 
peter to the Swediſh general, to offer him a capity. 
lation. Four general officers were preſently ſent 
by Levenhaup to receive the law of the conqueror, Be. 
fore that day ſixteen thoufand ſoldiers of king Charles 
would have attacked all the forces of the Rufhan em- 


pire, and have periſhed to the laſt man, rather than 


have ſurrendred; but after a battle loſt, and a flight 
of two days, not having their eyes any longer upon 
their prince, Who was conſtrained to fly himſelf, the 


ſttrength of every ſoldier being ſpent, and their courage 
no longer ſupported by any hope, the love of life took 
plæce of intrepidity. The whole army were made pri- 
foners of war. Some of the ſoldiers in deſpair to fall 


into the hands of the Maſcovites, threw themſelves 
into the Boryſthenes; and the reſt were made ſaves, 


They all filed off in prefence of prince Menzikof, 
| laying their arms at his feet, as thirty thouſand Muſ- 


covites had done nine years before at the king of Swe- 
den's at Narva, But whereas the king then fent back 


all the Muſcevite priſoners, whom he was not afraid 


of, the Czar retained all the Swedes that were taken 


at Pottawa, 
Thus the Swediſh army, which left "HAS fo tri- 


uUmphant, was now no more. One half of them pe- 


riſhed by want, and the other half were made ſlaves, 


or maſſacred, Charles XII. had Joſt, in one day, 
_ the fruits of nine years pains, and almoſt an hundred 


ede He fled in. à wretched calaſh, having ma- 
al Hoord by his ſide dangerouſſy wounded. 


The reſt of his troops followed, ſome on foot, others 
on horſ-back, and ſome in waggons, acroſs a deſert, 


where they found neither hutts, tents, men, animals 
or roads; every thing was wanted there even to wa- 
ter itſelf. It was then the beginning of july; the 


country ſiruate in the 47th degree; the dry fand of 


the deſert rendered the heat of the ſus ore inſupport- 


able ; ti:2 horſes fell by the way, and the men were 
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7 CHARLES NIL NW. og” 
ready to die with thirſt, Count Poniatoſky, who 
vas a little better mounted than the ref}, advanced 
before them into the plain, and having (pied a wil- 
low, he judged there muſt be water nigh, and he 
ſought about, till he found the ſpring. This happy 
Wſcovery ſaved the lives of the king of Sweden's lit- 
ie troop. After five days march, he ſound bimſelf 
n the banks of the river Hippanis, now called the 
Bogh by the barbarians, This river joins the Bo- 
pſthenes ſome miles lower, and falls along with it 
imo the black ſea. Ns 0 
Beyond the Bogh, toward the ſouth, lies the lit- 
tle town of Ozakou, a frontier of the Turkiſh em- 
pire. The inhabitants ſeeing a troop of ſoldiers com- 
ing towards them, whoſe dreſs and language they 
were ſtrangers to, refuſed to carry them over to Oz2- 
kou,' without an order from Mahomet baſha, the go- 
yeruor of the town, The king lent an expreſs to the 
governor to alk a paſſage ; but the Turk not know- . 
ing what to do in a country, where a falfe ſtep very 
oſten coſts a man his life, durſt take nothing upon 
tindelf, without having ſirſt the permiſſion of the ba- 
ſha of the province, who reſides at Bender in Beffa- 
mbia, thirty leagues from Ozakou. The pꝓermiſſon 
came, with orders to pay the king all the honours 
due to a monarch allied to the Porte, and to furmſh 
him with all neceſſary proviſions. During theſe 
delays, the Muſcovites baving paſſed the Boryſthenes, 


\ parſued the king with ail poſſible ſpeed, and if 


they had come an hour fooner, they mult have taken 
bim. He had ſcarce. paſſed the Bogh in the Tur- 


; kiſh boats, before his enemies appeared, to the 


number of almoſt {ix thouſand horſe; and his maje- 
Ry had the misfortune of ſeeing five hundred of his 
lizle troop, who had not been able to get over time 
enough, [ined by the Muſcovites on the other fide 
the river. The baſha of Ozakou aſked his pardon by 


an interpreter for the delays, which had occaſioned 
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ſought him not to complain of it to the grand Seignior. 
Charles promiſed him he would not, but gave him at 
the ſame time a ſevere reprimand, as if he had been 
ſpeaking to one of his own ſubjetts, 85 

The commander of Bender, who was alſo ſeraſ. 


baſha of the province, which ſignifies governor and 
intendant, ſent preſently an aga to compliment the 
king, and offer him a magnificent tent, with provi- 
fions, baggage, waggons, and all the conveniencies, 
officers and attendants requiſite to conduct him hand- 
ſomely to Bender. 5 


. — pony S —_ — — — 


BOOK V. 

; CHMET III. was at that time emperor of the 
| Turks. He had been placed upan the throne 
in 1703. in the room of his brother Muſtapha, by a 
revolution like that in England, which transferred the 
crown from James ſecond to his fon in- law William. 

To him the king of Sweden fled for refuge; and 
he had no ſooner ſet his foot upon the Sultan's terri- 
| 3 Ozakou, than he wrote him the following 

etter. : | e 


To the moſt high, and moſt glorious, invineible and 
auguſt emperor. of many empires, king of many 
kingdoms, head and protector of many nations, 

may the Almighty bleſs and prolong your reign. 


of 3 letter figned with our royal hand, is to ac- 
J quaint your imperial highneſs, that having 
< puniſhed with no leſs ſucceſs than juſtice the treache- 
© rous breakers of the faith of treaties, and. the Jaw of 
nations; having driven king Auguſtus out of Poland, 
© of which he was rather the tyrant than the king, and 
„given to the Poles a king of their own nation, who 
is a friend to your ſublime Porte; and having purſued 


quier, a title which anſwers to that of general, and 
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hr day to be a day of grief and misfortune to us. 
© daining to fall into barbarous and perſidious hands, 


© bled to return to Poland, in order to rejoin our ar- 


palus Maeotis 2 does he not aveady threaten you 


1 tov much injured the character ol his enemiet, as 
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(the Czar flying as far as Pulta wa, beaven has permit- 
ted our army, tired out with long marches, and in 
* want of every thing, to be overwhelmed by the ene- 
my that were thrice in number, and has ſuffered this 


Not being in a place to raiſe new forces, and diſ- 


# we are come to ſeek refuge and aſſiſtance in the terri- 
# tories of your imperial highneſs, that we may be ena- 


6 mies, and ſupport the king we have made there. 

© What we deſire is to have you our friend, and be 
« ourſelves yours. As a proof of our ſincere affection, 
«we tepreſent to you, that if you give the Czar, whoſe 
ambition is neither directed by juſtice, nor honour, 
nor true courage, time to take the advantage of our 


di ſaſter, he will fall upon your territories, when you _ 


+ little expect him, as he has invaded our countries: 
but why do I fay when you little expect him? has 
© he not already built forts upon the Tanais and the 


with his fleets? - 
© To prevent this, there can | be no way ſo proper as 

-< by a new alliance between your ſublime Porte and 
aus, provided we can but return to Poland, and 10 
our own ſtates with your valliant troops, and carry 

our arms again into the empire of this pertidiops 
»© Czar, to put a ſtop tb his unjuſt ambition. | 
e ſhall never forget the favours we ſhall receive 
* from you, and ſhall me ourſclves vpon 1 — 


0 ee 
. your faithful fend, 1 7210 
At Ozakav, | Charles XII. 
-" Joly: 1.35. 1709: Ses of ee XI. 


The n ſufered. this better to be ſent away. tho 5 


well as diſguiſed his own, Perhaps aſter having treat- 
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his victories, his defeat had ſowred him; or elſe he 
took for Turkiſh breeding, to rail at thoſe againſt 
whom we aſk aſſiſtance. SLES ; 

Aehmet, who had been beforehand with him, by 
lending a ſolemn embaſly in the time of his victories, 
made him ſenſible now of the difference he made be- 
tween an Emperor of the Turks, and a king of part 
of Scandinavia, a Chriſtian vanquiſhed and fugitive, 


Hie did not anſwer him till x months after, and then 


"refuſed to ſpeak out upon the alliance propoſed againſt 
the Czar. | 


„ Ws propoſel, ſays the Sultan to him in his letter, 


requires a deliberate examination, I ſhall leave it to the 
wiſdom of my great divan, I value your friendſhip, and 
- grant you mine together with my protection. I have gi- 
ven orders to the bafhas of Natohia, and Romelia, to pro- 
vide a guard to conduct you ſafely where you think pro- 
per. Fuffuf the baſha ſeraſquier of Bender, will ad- 
vance you five hnndred dollars à day, with ull ne- 
celſary proviſions for yourſelf und your attendants, and 

. " horſes, that you may live as becomes & ling. | 
_ = . Given at Conſlantinople the firſt day of the month She- 

val, the 1121 year of the Hegira. „ 
Prom the firft moment of king Charles's repairing 
to the Turkiſh territories, he had laid the deſign of 
turning the Ottoman arms upon his enemies, he al- 
ready fancied he ſaw himſelf at the head of the Tur- 
Kiſh forces, reducing Poland again under the yoke, 


and ſubduing Muſcovy. M. de Neugbaver ſet out 


from Ozakou for Conſtantinople, with the character 
of king's envoy extraordinary. Count Poniatoſky,'2 
perſon equally capable and reſolute, of an engaging 
and-agprecable temper, born with the talent of per- 


_ _ -urding and pleaſing all nations, attended the Swediſh 
embäally, but in a r capacity, in order to ſound 


the dilpoſitions of the Conſtantinopolitan miniſtry, 
Without being tied up to the uſual forms, and giving 


to much ground for ſuſpicion: he knew how to gain 
in a ſhort time the favour of the grand viſir, who load · 
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ſo powerful at Conſtantinople, by Poniatoſky's ma- 


ner was tried in full divan, and condemned to the gal- 
lies; for the Turkiſh law never puniſhes ſuch crimes 
caphally, as were intended only, but not executed. 
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ed him with preſents; and had the art to convey a 
eiter of the king of Sweden's tc the Sultana Valide, 
mother to the Emperor then upon the throne, who 
formerly had been ill uſed by her ſon, but now began 
to recover her intereſt in the ſeraglio. He entered 
into a cloſs friendſhip with one Bru a Frenchman, who 
had been chancellor to the French embaſſy, This. 
man was perpetually talking of the king of Sweden's ' 
exploits to the chief of the Sultan's eunuchs, who 
charmed bis miſtreſs with repeating them. The Sul- 
tana, by a ſecret inclination with which moſt women 
find themſelves ſurprized in favour of extraordinary 
men, even without having ever ſeen them, took the 
king's part openly in the ſeraglio, ſhe called him by | 
no other name'than that of her lion : And when will 
vu, ſaid ſhe ſometimes to the Sultan her fon, help my 
lion to devour this Czar ? ſhe even diſpenſed with the 
ſtrict rules of the ſeraglio, fo far as to write ſeveral 
letters with her own hand to Count Poniatolky, in 
whoſe cuſtody they (till are at the time of my writing 
this hiſtory, One of the ſhrewdeſt of thoſe that en- 
tered into/Poniatoſky's deſigns, was Foneſca a Por- 
tugueſe phyſician, fixed at Conſtantſhople, a learned 
and ingenious perſon, who joined the knowlege of 
men to that of his own art, and whoſe profeſſion pro- 
cured him acceſs to the Ottoman Porte, and often an 
intimacy with the vilirs. 2 a 1 
At length the king of Sweden's party was beeome 


nagement, that the faction of the Muſcovite envoy 
thought their only refuge was to poiſon him. Accord- 
ingly they prevailed upon one of his domeſticks togive 
him poiſon in a diſh of coffee; butthe.crime was diſ- 
covered before it was put in execution. The poiſon 
vas found in the ſervant's hands, in a little phial, 
which they carried to the grand Seignior. The poiſo- 
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The grand viſir appeared as eager as the Sultan 
Valide, to ſerve the king of Sweden: he told Poniz 
tolky, giving him at the ſame time a purſe of 1000 


ducats, I will take your king in one hand, and a ſw 


in the other, and carry him to Muſcow, at the bead 

200000 men. | | : 

However the king was conducted to Bender in 1 
pompous manner, thro” the deſart that was formerly 

called the wilderneſs of the Geta, The Turks took 

care that nothing ſhoald be wanting upon the road 
to make his journey agreeable, 

The king choſe to encamp near Bender, rather thay 
lodge in the town. The ſeraſquier Juffuf bafha cau- 
ſed a magnificent tent to be pitched for him, and tents 
alſo were provided for all the lords of his retinue. 
Some time after, rhe king built a houſe in this place, 
and his officers did the fame after his example : the 
ſoldiers alſo raifed barracks ; ſo that the camp, by 
degrees, became a little town. The king being not 
yet cured of his wound, was obliged to have a carious 
bone taken out of his foot; but as ſoon as he wasu- 

ble to mount a horſe, he renewed his uſual fatigues, 
riſing always before the fun, tiring three horſes a day, 
"and exerciſing his ſoldiers; but ſometimes he played 
at cheſs with general Poniatoſky, or Mr. de Grotiu- 
ſen, his treafurer. Thoſe who had a mind to gain his 
favour, attended him at his horſe courſes, and were 
all day og in their boots. One morning going in- 
to the houſe of his chancellor Mullern, who was a- 
ſleep, he forbid them to awake him, and waited in 
the anti · chamber, where there was a large fire in rhe 
chimney, and near it ſeveral pair of ſhoes that Mal- 
lern had ſent for from Germany, for his own uſe, The 
king threw them all into the fire, and then went a- 
way. When the chancellor, upon waking, perceiv- 
ed the ſmell of the burnt leather, and had enquired 
Into the reaſon of it: What a ſlronge king ii this, 
lays he, hat his chanrellor miſt be always boote, 
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At Bender he found plenty of every thing about 
him ; a happineſs very rarely attained to by a fugitive 
tince: for belides proviſion more than ſufficient, 
and the five hundred crowns-a day which he received 
from the Ottoman munificence, he drew money alſo 
from France, and borrowed of the merchants at 
Conſtantinople, Part of his money was employed in 
carrying on intrigues in the ſeraglio, in purchaſing 
the favour of the viſirs, or procuring their ruin. . 
The reſt he diſtributed profuſely amonglt his officers, 
and the Janiſaries of Bender. Grothuſen, his favou- 
rite and treaſurer, was the diſpenſer of his liberalities; 
a man who, contrary to the cuſtom of perſons in that 
ſtation, was as much pleaſed with giving as his 
maſter. He brought him one day an account of ſixty 
thouſand crowns in two lines, 10000 given to the 
Swedes and Janiſaries by the generous orders of his 
majeſty, and the reſt ſpent by myſelf. See, ſays the 
king, how 1 like my friends ſhould give in their 
accompts. Mullern makes me read whole pages for 
the ſum of 10000 livers, but I like Grothuſen's ſtile _ 
much better. One of his old officers, thought to. 
be a little covetous, complained to the king, that 
he gave all to Grothuſen. I give money, replies the 
king, t6 none but thoſe who knew how to make uſe. 


F 


„ N „ 
Thus was Charles XII. employed at Bender, where 
he waited till an army of Turks ſhould come to his 


_ aſſiſtance. To diſpoſe the Ottoman Porte to this war, 


he detatched about 800 Poles and Coffacks of his 
retinue, with orders to paſs the Neiſter, that runs by _ 
Bender, and to go and obſerve what paſſed. upon the 


frontiers of Poland. 


The Muſcovite troops diſperſed in thoſe quarters 
fell immediately upon this liitle company, and pur- 


. ſued them even to the territories of the grand Seig- 


I 


3 „ | DIE 
- This was what the king of Sweden expefted. His 
miniſters and emiſſaries at the Porte made a great 
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clamonr againſt this irruption, and excited the Turk; 
to vengeance : but the Czar's money removed all 
difficulties. Tolſtoy, his envoy at Conſtantinople, 
gave the grand vifir and his creatures part of the fix 
miſſions that had been found at Pultawa in the king 
of Sweden's military cheſt, - After ſuch a defence, the 
divan found the Czar not guilty. And fo far were 
they from taſking of making war againſt tim, that 
they granted ſuch honours and privileges to his envoy, 
as the Muſcovite miniſters had never before enjoyed 
at Conſtantinople, He was ſuffered to have a ſera- 
glio, that is, a palace, in the quarters of the Franks, 
and to converſe with the foreign miniſters. Nay, the 
Czar thought he had power enough to demand, that 
general Mazeppa fhould be delivered op to him, as 
| Charles XII. had cauſed the unſortunate Patkulſ to be 
ſiurxendered into his hands. Chourloulys-à li baſha 
could no longer refuſe any thing to a prince, who 
backed his demands with millions. Thus, the fame 
grand viſir, who. before had made a ſolemn promiſe 
to carry the king of Sweden into Muſcovy with 
| 200000 men, had the aſſurance to make a propoſal 
to him of conſenting to the ſacr fice of general Ma- 
zeppa. King Charles was enraged at the queſtion. 
However, it is not certain how far the viſir would 
have carried the matter, had not Mazeppa, who was 
then ſeventy years of age, died jult at this junQure. 
The king's grief and refentment were very much avg- 

. mented, when he underſtood that Tolſtoy, now be- 
come the Czar's ambaſſador at the Porte, was ferved 
in public by the Swedes that had been made ſlaves at 

1 Pultawa, and that theſe brave ſoldiers were daily ſold 

in the market at Conſtantinople. Beſides, the Muſ - 

covite ambaſſador declared openly, that the Muſſelman 
troops at Bender were placed rather as a guard upon 

the king, than to do him honour. a 1 555 

King Charles, abandoned by the grand viſir, and p 
conquered by the Czar's. money in Turkey, as he "ſt 
had been by his arms in Ukrania, found hiniſelf de- wh 
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juded, ſcorned by the Porte, and, in a manner, a 
priſoner among the Tartars. His attendants began 
to deſpair, himſelf alone remained firm, and did not 
ſhew the Jeaſt dejection of ſpirit, no not for a moment, 
He imagined the Sultan was ignorant of the intrigues 
of his grand viſir, Chourlouly-Ali, and reſolved to 
make him acquainted with them, and Poniatoſky un- 
derſtood this bold commiſſion, The grand Seignior 
went every Friday to the moſque, encompaſſed with 
his ſolacks, a kind of guard whoſe turbans were ſet 
with feathers ſo high, that they hid the Sultan from 
the eyes of the people. When any one had a peti- 
tion io preſent to the grand Seignior, the way to mix 
himſelf among. theſe guards, and hold his petition 
up in the air. Sometimes the Sultan vouchſafed to 
take it himſelf, but more frequently he ordered an 
apa to take care of it, and afterwards, upon his re- 
turn from the moſque, cauſed the petitions to be laid 
before him. There is no fear of any one's daring to 
importune him with trifiing and unneceſſary petiti- 
dns; for, at Conſtantinople, they write leſs in a year, 
than they do at Paris in a day: much leſs does any 
one venture to preſent petitions againſt the miniſters, 
to whom for the moſt part, the Sultan remits them, 
without reading them, However, Poniatolky had 
no other way to convey the king of Sweden's com- 
plaints to the grand Seignior. He drew up a repre 
ſentat ion gainſt the grand viſir ſufficient to ruin 
him. M. de Feriolle, who was at that time the 
French ambaſſador, got it tranſlated into Turkifh, A 
Greek. was hired to preſent it, who mingling himſelf 


among the grand Seignior's guards, held up the paper j 


ſo high, and for ſo long a time, and made ſuch a 


ndiſe, that the Sultan perceived it, and iook the me- 


moir himſelf. FT 


Some days after, the Sultan, in anſwer to the king 


of Sweden's complaints, ſent him twenty-five Arabian 
horſes, one of which that had carrried his bighneſs, 


vas covered with a ſaddle and houling enriched with 


— 
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precious ſtones, and the ſtirrups were of maſſy gold. 
| With this preſent he ſent an obliging letter, but con- 
ceived in general terms, and-ſuch, as gave reaſon to 
ſuſpect that the miniſter had done nothing without the 
Sultan's conſent. Chourlonly alſo, who knew how to 
diſſemble, ſent five very curious horſes to the king, But 
his majeſty, with a haughty air, told the perſon that 
brought them. Go back to your maſter, and tell hin, 
that I don't receive preſents from my enemies. 

M. Poniatoſky having already had the courage to 
get a petition preſented againſt the grand viſir, then 
formed the dangerous defign of depoſing him. He 
knew the viſir was no favourite of the Sultan's mo- 
ther, and was the averſion both of Kiſler aga, the 
chief of the black eunuchs, and of the aga of the ja- 
niſaries: he encouraged all three to ſpeak againſt him, 
It was very ſtrange to ſce a Chriſtian, a Pole, an a- 
gent, without chara ger, of a Swediſh king, that had 
fled for refuge to the Turks, caballing . publickly in 
a manner at the Porte againſt a vice-roy of the Ot- 
.  toman empire, and ſuch a one too, as was both an 
uſeful miniſter, and a favourite of his maſter. Poni- 
atoſky had never ſucceeded, and the bare attempt 
had coſt him his life, had not a ſtronger power than 


grand viſir Chourlouly's fortune. | 
At this juncture the Czar having quartered his for- 
ces in Lithuania, and given orders for carrying on 


people a fight as new as any thing he had yet done in 
his kingdom, Tt was a triumph very little inferior 
to that of the old Romans.' He made his entry into 
Muſcow on the firſt of January 1710, under feven 
tricmphal arches erected in the - ſtreets, adorned 
with all that the climate could furniſh, and a flou- 
Tiſhing trade, as his induſtry had made it, could im- 
port. The proceſſion began with ,a regiment of 
guards, followed by the pieces of artillery taken from 
the Swedes at Leſnow and Pultawa; each of which 


/ / 


all thoſe in h's intereſts given the laſt blow to the 


the ſiege of Riga, returned to Muſcow, to ſhew bis 
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was drawn by eight horſes covered with ſcarlet hoy- 
fings reaching down to the ground, Then came the 
ſtandards, kettle drums, colours worn at theſe two. 
battles, carried by the officers and foldiers that had 
taken them: all theſe ſpoils were followed by the 
fineſt troops of the Czar. After they had filed off, 
appeared in a chariot made for that purpoſe, the lit- 
ter of Charles XII. found in the field of battle at Pul- 
tawa all broken to pieces by two cannon ſhot. Behind 
this litter marched all the priſoners two by two, a- 


mong which was Count Piper firſt miniſter of Sweden, 


the famous Mareſchal Renchild, count Levenhaup, 
the generals Slipenbak, Stakeiburgh- and Hamilton, 
all the officers and ſoldiers, who were afterwards diſ- 
perſed in great Ruſſia, They were immediately fol- 
lowed by the Czar, on the fame horſe he rid upon at 
the battle of Pultawa. A little behind him appeared 
the generals that had their ſhare in the ſucceſs of 
this battle, After them came another regiment of 
guzrds ; and the w.ggons loaded with Swediſh am- 
munition brought up the rear. 15 

This ſolemn proceſſion was attended with the ring- 
ing of all the bells in Muſcow, with the ſound of 
drums, ke:le drums, trumpets, and an infinite num- 
ber of muſical inſtrumenis an{wering each other wi h 
volleys diſcharged from 200 pieces of cannon, and 
the acclamations of 500 000 men, who at every flop 
the Czar made in his triumphal entry, cried out, God 


' preſerve the emperor our Father, 


A Greek named Cantomir. made prince of Molda- 
via by the Turks, joined the Czar, whom he already 
looked upon as a conqueror and made no ſerupple to 
betray the ſultan, of whom he held his principality, 
for the fake of a Chriſtian prince, f.om whom he ex- 
ped much greater advantages. The Czar entred 
into a ſecret alliance with him, received hem into his 
army, and marching up the country. arrived in June 
1711, at the northern ſide of the river Hieraſus, now 
Pruth, near Jazy, the capital of Moldavia, _ 


Ld 
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© As ſoon as the grand vilir received the news that 

Peter Alexiowitz was come thither, he immediately 
left the camp at Belgrade, and foilowed the courſe of 
the Danube, propoſed to paſs that river on a bridge 
of boats near Saccia, in the very fame place where Das 
rius formerly built a bridge that bore his name. The 
Torkith army marched with ſo much expedition, that 
they ſoon came in fight of the Muſcovites, the river 
Pruth being between them. 

The Czar, ſure of the prince of Moldavia, little 
thought the ſubjects would fail him, But the Molda- 
vians are often in a different intereſt from that of 
their maſter, they liked the Turkiſh government, 
which is never fatal to any but to the grandees, and 
affects a lenity to people that are its tributaries: They 
feared the Chriſtians, eſpecially the Muſcovites, who 
had upon all occaſions uied them barbarouſly, They 
brought ali their proviſions to the Ottomon arm 
"The undertakers who had engaged to furniſh the . \f- 
covites with proviſions, performed their promiſe to 
the prand viſir, though it was made to the Czar, The 
Walachians, whoſe country adjoins to that of Mol- 
davia, ſhewed the ſame regard to the Turks; to ſuch 
a degree had the remembrance of former cruelties ali- 
enated their minds from the Muſcovites. 

The Czar thus fruſtrated of his hopes, which per- 


his army on a ſudden deſtitute of prov:fions, and with- 
out forage, In the mean time the Turks paſſed the 
river that ſeparated them from the enemy. All the 
Tartars, according to cuſtom, ſwam over it, holding 
by the tails of their horſes. The Saphi's, which are 
Turkiſh horſe, did the ſame, becauſe the bridges 
were.not ready time enough, | 

At length, the whole army being got over, the vi- 
ſir pitched a camp, and fortiſied it with trenches, It 


the river, or at leaſt repair his fault, by engaging the 
Turks immediately, inſtead of dire them time to 


haps he had upon too light grounds taken up, fund 


is ſtrange the Czar ſhould not diſpute the pallage ot 
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tice out his army with fatigue and famine, But that 
ince ſrems in this campaign, to have taken all the 
ſteps that could lead to his ruin. He found himſelf 
without proviſions, with the river Pruth behind him, 
and near 150 OO Turk< before him, and about 40000 
Tartars continualiy haraſſing him on the right hind 
and the left. Reduced to this extremity, he ia4d pub- 
kekly, / am at left in as bad a coje us my brother 
Charles was at Pu-tawa. os 
The indefatigable count Poniatoſky, agent to the 
king of Sweden was in the grand viſir's army with 
ſome poles and Swedes, Who all thought the Czur's 
ruin inevitable. | 
As ſoon as Poniatofky faw that the armies muſt in- 
fallibly engage, he lent an exprgis ro the king of 
Sweden, who ſer out that moment for- Bender, fol- 
lowed by forty officers, and enjoying by anticipation | 
the pleaſute of fighting the emperor of Muſeovy. 
After many a loſs, and ſevera} deſtrultive marches, 
the Czar was driven back upon the Pruth, and had 
no cover left bur ſome Chevaux de frie/e and fore 
waggons. A party of be Janeſaries and S»phi's ſeil 
immediately upon his army in that defenceleſs con- 
dition, but they did it in a tumoltuous and &:forderly 
manner, and were received by the Muſcovites with a 
reſolution, which nothing but deſpair and the preſence 
of their prince could inſpire. e 
»The Torks were twice repulſed. But the day fol - 
lowing, M. Poniatoſky adviſed the grand viſir to 


-ſtarve out the Maſcovite army, who being deſtiiute of 


— 


all proviſion, would, in a ſhort time, be obliged 5 
together with their emperor, to ſarrender at diſete- 
tion. * | 

The Czar has fince that time, more than once ac- 
knowleged, that in all his life he never felt fo much 


© uneafineſs, as be did that night. He revolved in his 


mind all that he had been doing for ſo many years 
for the glory and good of his nation; that jo mauy 


great deſigns perpetually interrupted by 1 accelve wars 


- 
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were now in all probability going to periſh with him, 
before they were brought to perfection; tlar he mull 
either die with hunger, or engage near 200C00 men 
with tceble troops leſs by half the number than when 
they firit ſet out; a eavalry almoſt diſmounted, and 
the root worn out with famine and fatigue, 
About the beginning of the n'ght he called general 
Czeremetof to him, and gave him a peremptory or- 
der to get every thing ready by break of day, to 
charge the Turks with bayonets at the muzzle of their 
muſkets, _ | IS | 
He gave expreſs orders alſo to burn all the baggage, 
and that no officer ſhould keep above one waggon ; 
that in cafe of a defeat, the enemy however might 
not get the booty they expeted., f 
Faving ſeitled every thing with the general in or- 
der to the battle, he retired to his tent full of grief, 


and ſiezed with canvulſions, a diſtemper he was often 


troubled with, and which came upon him with dou- 
ble thegviolence when he was under any great uneaſi- 


* neſs. He forbad all perſons to enter his tent in the 
night, upon any.pretence whatſoever, not caring to 


have any remonſtrances made to him againſt a deſpe- 
rate but neceſſary reſolution, and much leſs that any 
one ſhould be a witnefs to the melancholy condiciog 


be was in. 


in the mean time the greateſt part of his baggage | 
was burnt according to his order, and all the army 


followed the example, tho' with much regret; but 


ſome buried ſuch things as they ſer a more than ordi - 
nary value upon. The general oſſtcers had al.eady 
given orders for the march, and endeaveured to in- 
ſpire the army with a courage which themſelves 
wanted: but the ſoldiers quite exhauſted with fatigue 


and hunger, marched as men that had: Joſt both their 


ſpirit and their hopes; and yet, to enervate their cou- 


rage ſtill more, had their ears filled with the ſurieks 
and cries of women, of whom there was too great a 
number in the army, Every ore expected death: or 
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th hin, to be their portion the next morning. What 
gs : od is no exaggeration for this is litteraly the ac- 
Ade count that was given by ſome officers who ſerved in 
en vu 
ces ih this ſituation it was thought neceſſary to ſhew for 
ce to the Turks, and that the Czar mult be per- 
22 ſuaded into e propoſal. 
* BE he grand viſir's firſt demand was, that the Czar, 
3 vith all his army, hould ſurrender at diſcretion. 
4 their Wh The vice chancellor made an{wer, that bis maſter de · 
ed 10 give him battle within a quarter of an hour, 
bb obe⸗ and that the Muſcovites would all be cut to pieces, 
dn daher than ſubmit 10 ſach diſhonourable conditions. 
Wa Oſman ſeconded: Shaffirof with freſh remonſtrances. 
| | Mahomet Baltagi was no ſoldier. He knew the Ja- 
eker niſiries had deen repulſed. the day before, and was 
grief, ealily perſuaded: by Oſman: not to part with certain 
ew advantages for the hazard of a battle. He immedi - 
_ ately granted a ſuſpenſion of arms for ſix hours, and 
oo in that time the terms of the treaty were. — | u- 
| and ſetled. | 
+ 2g 8 the parly their happened an necitlents which 
Pp 5 ſhews the word 2 a Turk is oſten more to be depen- 
% | ded on than we imagine. Two Italian gentlemen, re- 
2855 lated to M. Britlo, lieutenant colonel of a regiment |, 
of grenadiers in the Czar's ſervice, going to look for | 
9 ſorage, was taken by the Tartars, who carried them 
1 0 e ſdeir camp, and offered to ſell them to an officer 
: | ofthe Janiſaries. The Turk enraged at ſuch a breach 
= of the truces ſeized the Tartars, and carried them 
i "Suk _ himſelf. before the grand viſir, be with the two 
ves priſoners, 
The viſir ſent the gentlemen back that moment to 
5 the Czar, and ordered the principle Tertars concer- 
* ned in carrying them off to be beheaded. | 
5 In the mean time the Kam of Tartary oppoſed the 
5 coneluſion of a treaty, which took from hit all. hopes 
t a 5 f 2 
or ; Poniatofky ſeconded him with very 


of pilla N 
* e preſling bans 28 Oſman . bis 
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point, notwithſtanding the impatience of the Fartar 
and the infinuations of Poniatoſky. . 

The viſir thought it enough for his maſter the 
grand Signior, to conclude an advantageous peace. He 
inſiſted, that the Muſcovites ſhould: give up Aſopb, 


burn the gallys that lay in that port, and demoliſh: 


the main citadels upon the Paulus Maeotis; that the 
gtand Se gaior ſhould have all the cannon and am- 
munition of thoſe fortreſſes; that the Czar thould 
draw off his troops from Poland, and give no farther 
diſturbance to the few Coffacks that were under the 
protection of the Poles, nor to thoſe that were ſub- 


 j-& to Turkey; and that for the ſuture he ſhould 


pay the Tartars a ſubſidy of 40000 equins per annum; 


an odious tribute long ſince impoſed, but from which 


the Czar had delivered his country. | | X 
At length, the treaty was going to be ſigned, with- 
out ſo much as. mentioning the king of Sweden; and 


all tha: Poniatoſky could obtain from the vifir, was 


to inſert an article, by which the Muſcovite ſhould 
promiſe not to hinder the return of Charles XII. 


and which. is pretty remarkable, it was (tipulated in 


this article, that a peace ſhould be concluded between 


the Czar and the king pf Sweden, if they were ſo dit- 
poſed, and could agree upon the terms of it. 


On thofe conditions, the Czar had liberty to re- 
treat with his army, cannon artillery, colours and 


baggage. The Turks furniſhed him with proviſions | 


and there was plenty of every thing in his camp 


within two hours «fterthe ſigning of the treaty, which 
was begun, concluded and ſigned the 21ſt of July 


* 


I... 6 
Juſt as the Czar, reſcued from the difficulties he 


was under, was drawing of with drums beating and 


enſigns diſplayed, came: the king of Sweden, impati- 
ent of fighting, and eager to ſee his enemy in his 
hands. He had rid poſt. above fifty leagues, from 


Bender to Jazy, and lighting at Count Poniatoſky's 


tent, the count came up to him with a forrowful 
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countenance, and acquainted him by what means he 
had lolt an opportunity which perhaps he would ne- 
ver recover. 8 5 
The king enraged went directly to the grand viſir, 
and with all his blood in his face upbraided him with 
the treaty he had concluded. I have authority, fays 
the grand viſir, with a calm air, io wage war, and 
nale peace. But, replied the king, have not you the 
whole Muſcovite army in your power ? our luws, ſays 
the vifir with great gravity, commands us to grant our 
enemies peace, when they imflore cur mercy Ab! tre- 
plies the king in a paſſion, does it order you to clup up. 
g bad treaty, when you hive it in your power to make 
what terms you pleaſe ? was it net incumbent upon you 
to carry the Czur priſoner to Conſtantinople? = : 
The Turk thus driven to a nonplus, anſwered ſſily, 
And who ſbauli govern his empire in his abſ-nce ? It is 
wot fit that all kings ſbauld be out of their kingdoms, 
Charles replied with a ſmile full of indignation, and 
then threw himſelf down upon a cuſhion. And look» 
ing upon the viſir with an air of reſentment and con- 
tempt, he ſtretched out his leg towards him, and en- 
tangling his ſpur in his robe, which he did by deſign, 
tore it; then roſe np immediately, mounted his horſe, 
and returned to. Bender full of deſpair, 


 Poniatoſky continued ſome time longer with the 


grand viſir, to try if he could prevail upon him by 
ſoſter methods, to make ſome better terms with the 
Czar; but it being prayer-time, the Turk without 
giving one word of anſwer, went to waſh and attend 


his devotions. | : 
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T Ortune, which before had been ſo favourable to 
the king of Sweden, bore hard upon him now 
even in the moſt trifling things, At his return he 
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found his little eamp at Bender, and all his apartment 
under water, cauſed by an inundation of the Neiſter. 
He retired to ſome miles diſtance, near a village cal. 
led Varnitfa; and as if he had ſome ſecret preſſages 
of his future fortune, built, a large houſe of ſlohe 
there, capable upon occafion of ſuſtaining a ſiege of 

ſome hours. He furniſhed it alſo in a very magnifi. 

cient manner, contrary to his euſtom, but in order 
to keep the Turks more in awe, 

* Beſides this, he built two more, one for his chan. 
cery, and the other for his favourite Grothuſen, who 
kept a table at his expence. While the king was 
thus employed in building at Bender, as if he Bad de- 
figned to continue always in Turkey, Baltagi Maho- 
met being more apptehenſive than ever, of the in · 
trigues and complaints of this prince at the Porte, 
had ſent the emperor of Germany's reſident to Vien- 
na, to procure 2 paſſage for the king of Sweden 
through the hereditary territories of the houſe of Auf: 
tria, This envoy came back in three weeks time, 
Vith a promiſe from the imperial regency, that they 
would pay Charles XII. all ve honours, and conduct 

him fafely into Pomerania. 
In the mean time, M. de Poniatoſley wrote, and 
| that from the camp of the grand viſir, an account of 
the campaign of Pruth, wherein he accuſed Bajtagi 

Mahomet of cowardiſe. and treachety. This account 

he entruſted to an old Janiſary enraged at the vifir's 
. weakneſs, and moreover gained by Poniateſky's pre- 
| fents, who having got leave, went and prefonced the . 

Jetter with his own hands to the Sultan, 

Poniatoſky ſet out from the camp ſome days after, 
and went to the Ottoman Porte,. to cabal. againſt the 
grand viſir, as uſual. 

All eircumſtances ſeemed to faveur the deſign. The 
Czar now at liberty, was in no haſte to perform his 
: Foiniſes, * Tt is euſtomary for princes to ſend golden 

| 2 to the Suftan, when they deliver up any towns 
to the Turks. The hogs: of Aſoph were not come, 
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and the grand viſir, who was e for them, 
being apprehenſive of his maller's reſentment, 1 
not appear in his preſence. 

'The old viſir Chourlouly, then in baniſhment at 
Mytelene. thought this a proper opportunity to de- 
prive Achmet of the throne, and to let up Ibrahim his 
nephew, and eldeſt ſon to Muſtaffa, a young prince, 
who was at that time a priſoner of (tate together with 


his brother Mahomud. 


To bring about this deſign, it was neceſſary that 
Mahomet Baltagi ſhould be prevailed upon to make 
ſure of the Sultan, by marching directly up to Con- 
ſtant inople with the Janiſaries. | 

Mahomet had no inclination toany raſh and hazard- 
ous enterprizes; fo the old viſir applied bimſelf to 
Oſman aga his lieutenant, who entirely governed bim. 
But the letters being intercepted, Chourlouſy and O- 
wan were beheaded, which is reckoned an infamous 
puniſhment in Turk „ and their heads laid in tbe 
hall of the divan. Among Oſmans treaſures, were 
ſound a ring which had been preſepred by the Czarina, 
and 200,000 pieces of gold, in Saxon, Poliſh, and 


Muſcovite coin, _ 


As to Balt Abhomet, be was baniſhed for hav- 


ing been m dice of without his knowlege, to be 
the inltrumez , Chur louly and Oſman's plot. 
The king c, 


"vl was per petually ſolliciting the 
Porte to ſend hy * thro' Poland with a nume 


The 4545 was indeed determined to 


or eight thouſand men, not as a king they were 
minded to ſuccour, but as a gueſt they were deſirous 
to be rid of. With this view Sultan Achmet wrote 

kim the following letter, | 


Mot powerful among kiogs that worſhip lebe, re- 
dreſſer ol wrongs and injuries, and protector of 
rights in the ports and republics of South and 
North 3 ining in majelty, loye of honour and 
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glory, and of our ſublime Port, Charles king of 
en, whoſe enterpriſes God crown with ſucceſs. 


. fon as the moft rliuftrious Pr formerly Chi- 
aolx Paſhi, ſball have the honour to del ver gon 
this letter adorned with our imperial ſeal, be perſuaded 
and convinced of the truth of our intentions - contained 
therein, vis. That th;ugh we hat deſigned to ſend our 
ever pictoricus army againlt the Czar, a ſecond tine ; 
yet that prince, to avoid our juft refentment at his del..y- 
ing the execution H: treaty concluded on the banks of 
*. thePruth, and renewed ag an at aur ſublime Porte, having 
farrendered i into our hands the callle and city of Hfepb, 
and having endeavoured by the mediation of the Ei lib 
and Dutch ambaſſadors, cur antiert allies, to cult:oate 
a'l ting peace with us, we hure graited bis requeſt, 
ard delivered his plenipotentiaries, who remain with us 
9. hoſtages, our imperial rat featrm, having firſt re- 
ceived his from their hands. 
Me have given our Hroioleble aud falitary orders to 
the right honourable and valiant Deloet Gherai, Han 
of Boudpiak in Crim Tartary, Noyhai and Circoffia, and 


der, (whom Cad preſerve ond ang eir magnifie 

cence arid wiſdom) for your return thrite>RPoland, ace 
cording to | your firſt "fg, which Phe A n been laid 
boſore uf in your name, You muſt Ny. „ therefore 10 
e. # fareward the next winter, uumder Ve guidance of 


providence, and with an ponouruble guard, in order o 


return to your own territories taking cure, to paſs. 
thre Pelind in a peaceable an frienily manner, 
- You Jhall be provided with every this necefſary for 


. you” journey by my ſublime Porte, as well monc; as men, 


horſes and waggons, But we ate iſe anil exhort you a- 
Hove all things, to give the fulleſt und 22/5 expreſs orders 
' to all the Swedes and other ſoldiers in your retinge, not 
te make any haveck, or be guilty of any action that may 
either direfly or 128 refth e to 18 this Peet aid 
alliauce 5 | — 
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Hereby you wil! preſerve our 8 of which 
we hel endeavour to give you as great and frequent 
proofs as we ſhall have opportunities. The troops !1efign= 
el to attend you, ſhall receive orders apreeable to your 
imperia! intentions in this particular. 

Cicen at gur ſublime part of Conſtantinople, the 14th 
of the month Rebyal Eureb, 1124, which aner te the 


Wee of April, 1712. 


| However, this letter did not put the king of Swe- 
den entirely aut of hopes. He wrote the Sultan word, 


that he was ready to go, and ſhould always acknow- 


lege the favours bis highneſs had heaped upon him; 
— he added, that he thought the Sultan too juſt to 


fend him away with no other guard than that of a fly- 


ing camp, in a.country already over-run with the Czar's 


troops. | 
Achmet was ſo little acquainted with what paſſed 


in Poland, that he ſent an aga io ſee whether the 


Czar's forces were ſtill there or not. Two Secreta- 
ries of The king of Sweden, who underſtood the Turk- 
iſh langn2ge, accompanied the aga, in r to con- 


front him in caſe of a falſe report. 


This aga ſaw the forces with his own eyes, "Zain 
gave the Sultan a true account of the matter. Achmet 
in a rage, was going to ſtrangle the grand viſir; but 
the favourite who protected him, and thought he 


might have occaſion for him, obtained his pardon, 
and kept him ſome time longer in the miniſtry. | ' 


The grand Seignior without more ado committed the 
Mufcovite ambaſladors, already as much accuſtomed 
to go to priſon, as an audience, to the ſeven towers. 
War was declared afreſh againſt the Czar, the horſe- 
tails diſplayed, and orders £ given to all the Baſha' 8, to 


raiſe an army of 200000 fighilng men. The Sultan 6 


himfelf quitted Con{tantinople, and fixed his.court at 
n. in order to be nearer the ſeat of war. 
In the mean time a ſolemn embaſſy from Avguſtas - 


| ud! the 5; hen of Poland to the FO 8 8185 8 
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upon the road at Adrianↄple. At the head of this 
embaſſy was the palatine of Maſſovia, with a retinue 
of above 300 perſons, 
© Theſe were all ſeized and impriſoned 3 in the ſuburbs 
of the city. Never was the Swediſh party fuller of 
hopes than upon this occaſion : but theſe great prepa. 


rations came to nothing, and all their expeclations 


were diſappointed, 

The divan having thus determined Charlcs's fate, 
Iſmael ſeraſquĩer of Bender repaired to Varnitſa, where 
the king was inc imped, and acquainted him with the 
reſolutions of the Porte, giving him to underſtand, 
in a civil manner, that there was no time to delay, 
but that he muſt be gone. 

Charles made no other anſwer than this. That the 
grand Seignior had promiſed him an army, and not a 
guard, and that kings ought to keep their word. 

He told the baſha of Bender, that he could not go 
till he had-wherewithal to pay his debts. For though 
his Thaim had for a long time been regularly paid, 
| his generoſity had always forced him to borro;'. The 
baſha aſked him, how much he wanted? the king 
anſwered at a venture, a thouſand purſes, which a- 
mounts to 1500000 livers of French money, full 
weight, The baſha wrote to the Porte about it; and 
the Sultan, inſtead of 1000 purſes, granted him 1 200, 
which he ſent to the baſha of Bender. 

When the 1200 purſes were arrived, his treaſurer 
SGrothuſen, who, by reſiding ſo long in Turkey, had 
learnt io ſpeak the language, went to wait upon the 
bu ſha without an interpreter, in hopes to get the 1200 
_ . purſes from him, and afterwards to form ſome new 
Intrigue at the Porte; falſly imagining, as they always 
did, that the Swediſh party-would at _ arm the 
Ottoman empire againſt the Czar. 

- Grothouſen told the Baſha. that the king's equipages 
could not be got ready without money, But we, ſays 
the Baſha, ſhall defray all your expences. Your ma- 
ſter will be at no OO 
my protection. 
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CHARLES XII. B. vl. 
Gruthuſen replied, that the difference between the 
Turkiſh. equipage and thoſe of the Franks, was fo 
great, that they were under a neceſſity of applying io 


Ly 


* 


the Swediſh and Polith artificers at Varnitiſa. 
He aſſured him, that his maſter was willing to go, 
and that his money would facilitate and haſten bis 
departure. The too credulous baſha gave him the 
1200 purſes, and witbin a few days came and deſired | 
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che king in a very reſpedſul manner to give orders 


for their departing. Bat he was extremely furpriiced, 
when the king told him he was not ready to go, and 


that he wanted a thouſand purſes more. 


The baſh, 


confounded with this anſwer, was ſpeechleſs for ſome 
time, and then went to a window, where he was ſeen 
to ſhed ſome teirs. Afterwards, turning to the king, 


I ſhall loſe my head, ſays he, for having obliged your 


majeſty, I have given you the 1200 purſes againſt the 


expreſs orders of my ſovereign. 


With theſe words, 


be took his leave, and was going away full of grief, 


when the king ſtopped him, and told hi 


m , he would 


make an excuſe for him to the Sultan. Ab! replied 


the Turk, as he was going out, 


. 1 
o 


faults, but not excuſe them. 


Iſmael baſha went to acquaint the kam of Tartary 


my maſter can puniſh 


with the news. The kam having received the ſame 


order with th: baſha, not to ſaffer the 1200 purſes 


to he delivered before the'king's departure, and hav- 
ing conſented to the delivery of them, was as appre- 
benſive of the grand Seignior's reſentment as the baſha 
himſelf. They wrote both of them to the Porte to 


clear- themſelves, and intreated his highneſs not to 
impute the king's refuſal to their, diſobediencde. 


© Charles perlilting in the notion that the kam and 
the baſha deſigned 10 deliver him up into. the hands 
of his enemies, ordered Mr. Funk, his envoy gi the 
Ottoman court, to lay his complaints againſt them 


beſore the grand Seignior, and to aſk for 1000 


more, 
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that he/might have a freſh pretence for not departing, 
All the anſwer he received was to be clapt up in pri- 


ſon. The Sultan, in a paſſion, called an extraordinary 


divan, and (Which is very rarely done) ſpoke himſelf 
VVV 

ſfcarce ever knew the. king of Sweden, but by his 
defeat at Pultawa, and the requeſ! he made to me to 
Ferant him a ſunttuary in my empire, I have not, I believe, 
Any need of him, or any reaſon ts love or fear him ; yet, 
without conlulting any other motives than the hoſpitality 
of a Muſſelran, and my own generoſity, which ſheds the 
dew of. its favour upon the great as well as the little, 
upon ſtrangers as well aj my own ſutjetts, I have re- 
ceived and aſſiſted him, his miniſters, officers and ſelli- 
ers, in every reſpect, and for three years and a half 
have never held my hand from loading him with preſents, 
I have granted him a very conſiderable guard to con- 
duct him into his on country: He has asfed fir 1000 
purſes to defray ſome expences, though I pay them all. 
Inſtead of @ thouſand I have 3 1200. Aſier 
getting theſe out of the hanas of the [eraſquier of Ben- 
der, he deſires 1000 more, and refuſes do go, under 
pretence. that the puard is too little, whereas it is tut 


= 400 large to paſs through the country of a friend and 


* Task you then, whether it is a breach of the laws of 
_ hoſpitality, to ſend this prince away 7 and whether o- 
reign princes ought to accuſe me of cruelty or Injuſfice, 


a; x 
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In 75 I fhould be obliged to make him g by force? A 


* 


the divan anſwered, was, That-the grand Seignior 


might lawfully do what he had d. 

| The mufty declared, Thar the Muſſehnats are not 
bound to hoſpitality towards infidels, much leſs to- 
ward the ungrateful, and he granted his fefta, a kind 
of mandate, which, for the moſt part, accompanies 
the important orders of the grand Seignior. Theſe 
_ feftas are reverend as oracles, tho? the perſons from 
- whom they come ate as much the Sultan's' ſlaves as 
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The baſha of Bender received the order at the kam's, 
from, whence he went immediately to Varnitſa, to 
know whether the king would go away in a friendly 
manner, or torce him to execute the Sultan's orders, 
| Charles not uſcd to this threatning language, could 
not command his temper. Obey your malter, ſays 
he to the baſha, if you dare, and be gone out of my 
preſence, - The baſha, went off in a rage, and meer- 
ing Fabricius by the way, he called out to him with- 
out ſtopping, the king won't hearken to reaſon ; you 
will ſee ſtrange things preſently. The fame day he 
cur off the king's proviſions, and removed the guard 
of Janiſaries. He ſent allo to the Poles and Collacks 
"at Varnitſa, to let them know, that if they had a 
mind to have any proviſions, they muſt leave the king 
of Sweden's camp, and come-and put themſelves un- 
der the protection of the Porte at Bender. They all 
obeyed, and left the king, with only the officers of 
bis houſhold and 300 Swedes, to cope with 20,0009 
Tartars, and 6000 Turks. Now there was no more 
proviſion in the camp either for man or horſe; and 
in the mean time the Turks and Tartars inveſted the 


a 0M Mea... ² A 
The king, with all the calmneſs in the world, ap- 
pointed his 300 Swedes to make regular ſortifications, 


and worked at them himſelf. His chancellor, trea - 


ſurer, ſecretaries, valet de ehambres, and all his do- 


meſtics, put their hands to the work., Some barri- 
eaded. the windows, others took the bars behind the 


doors, and planted them in form of buttceiles, 


In the mean time, every thing being ready for the 
aſlault, Charles's death feemed inevitable; but te 
Sultans command not being poſitive to kill him, in 
caſe of reſiſtance, the baſha prevailed upon the kam 
to let him ſend him an expreſs that moment to Adri- 
anople, where the grand Seignior then was, te receive 
%% = 
At length, the grand S-ignior's order being come, 


to put to the ſword all the Swedes that ſhould make 5 I 


L 2 
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the leaſt refilance, and not to ſpare-the fe of the Portal 
kiug; the batha had the civility to ſhew Fabricius the I 4ar'0! 
order, to the intent that he might try his utmoſt to on. ell 
prevail upon Charles. Fabricius went immediately to Turk: 
acquaint him with this bad news. Hove you feen the ling 
order you {peak a, ſays the king. I have, replies Fa- which 
bricius. Tell then then, ſays the king, that this order I ment 
is a feconi forgery of rheir s, and that I will not go, He ac 
Fabricius fell at his feet, put himſelf is a paſſion, and almol 
* reproached him with his obſtinacy ; but all was to no wha 
purpoſe. Gs back to yeur Turks, ſays the king to him I ng 
ſmiling, / they attack me, I know h;w to a mys leſs 8 
elf 127 
The king's chaplains alſo fell upon their knees C. e. 
before him, con juring him not to expoſe the wretched J 
remains of Pultawa, and above all his own ſacred I that 
rſon io cettain death; adding beſide s, that refiſtance and 
in this caſe was a moſt vawariantable action, and that he, a 
it was a violation of the laws of hoſpitality to reſolve I not 1 
to continue with ſtrangers againſt their will, who had ; 
ſo long and generouſly ſupported him. The king, himf 
who had ſhewed no reſentment againſt Fabricips, grew I their 
warm upon this occaſion, and told his prieſts, that they 
he took. them. to pray for him, and not to give him 
* advice. 885 
FGBegneral Hoord, and general Dardoff whoſe opĩ- 
nion it had always been{not to venture a battle, wh ich 
in the conſeqtience muſt prove fatal, ſhewed the king 
- their breaſts covered with wounds they received in 
his fervice, and aſſoring him they were ready to die 
5 for him ; : begged that it might at leaſt be upon a more 
. necelfary occaſion. I know, ſays the king; by your 
wounds, and mine own, that we have fonght »aliantly 
hog ether, Tu haze hitherto done Jour duty, do it again 
noa. | 
Tt was not long before they faw the Torks and 
Tartars advancing, in order of battle, to attack the 
line fortreſs, with ten pieces of ordnance two. 
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Turks did not mix any abuſive language againſt the 


and who has been ſo generous to you? my friends, 


"hey | a * 2 
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mortar pieces. The horſe-tails waved in the air, the - 
clarions ſonnded, the cries of ://v, alla, were heard 
on ell ſides. Baron Grothuſen cock notice that the 


king in their cries, but only called him demis-aaſh, 
which ſignifies, head of iron, and reſolved that mo- 
ment to go alone and unarmed out of the fortifications. 
He advanced up to the line of the Janiſaries, who had 
almoſt all of them received money from bim, Ah, 
© what my friends!“ ſays he*to them in their own 
language, are you come to maſſacre 500 defence- 
leſs Swedes ? you brave Janiſaries, who have pardons 
ed 100000 Maſcovites upon their crying Ammon; 
(i. e. pardon) to you: have you forgot the kindneſs 
you have received from us? and would you aſſaſſinate 
that great king of Sweden, whom you loved ſo much 


not ſo ſtrict as you are made to believe. 
Theſe words produced an effed which Grothuſen 
himſelf did not expect. The Janiſaries ſwore upon 
their beards they would not attack the king, and that 


be aſks but three days, and the Suſtan's orders are 


they would give him the three days he demanded. In 4 


vain was the fignal given for the aſſauſt. The Jani- 
faries, far. frota obeying, threaten to fall upon their 
leaders, if three days were not granted to the king of 
Sweden. They came to the baſha of Bender's tent 
in a body, crying out that the Sultan's orders were 


forged, / To. this unexpected inſurrection, the baſha 
had nothing to oppoſe but. patience, © 


The baſha returning to Bender, alſembled all the 


officers of the Janiſaries and the oldeſt ſoldiers, and 
der of the Sultan, and the mufti's feta,  _ 


— 1 1 | 


Sixty of the oldeſt of them, with venerable grex 


beards, who had received a thouſand: preſents. from 
 .the king's hand, offered to go in perſon to him, and 
intreat him to put himſelt into their hands, and per- 
mit them to ſerve him as guards, | 'Y 


* i 3 
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Bot neither the propoſal of the old Janiſaries, nor 14 1 
| Poniatoſky's letters could in the leaſt convince the nate 
_ King, that iv was poſſible for him to give way without | ſurf 
injuring his honour. He choſe rather to die by the be 
hands of the Turks, than be in any manner their pri- of e 
ſoner. He diſmiſſed the Janiſaries without ſeeing J wit! 
them, and ſent them word, that if they did not go i twe 
about their buſineſs he'd ſhave their beards for them; 1 | 
which, in the eaſt, is reckoned the moſt provoking I ſet 
affront that can be offer.. Tat 
Theſe old ſoldiers, fired with reſentment; returned the! 
home, crying as they went, Down with this head bal 
© of iron ! ſince he is refolved to perifh, let him pe- hap 
© riſh.” They gave the baſha an account of their at 
commiſſion, and acquainted their comrades at Ben- tro 
der with the ſtrange reception they had met with, | ho! 
Upon this every one ſwore to obey the baſha's orders | ers 
without delay; and they were now'as impatient of fl 
going io the aſlault, as they had been averſe the day (| cot 
I The word was given that moment. They march- in 
cd up to the entrenchments. The Fartars were al- kil 
ready waiting for them, and the cannon began to ba- 
_— 5 5 1 
, The 3nifaries on one fide, and the Tartars on the fio 
. ther, | reed the little camp in an inſtant. Twenty wa 
Swedes had ſcarce time to draw their Twords, before | bal 
| the whole. OH were ſurrounded, and taken priſoners | <1 
 _. without ng The king was then on horſeback it 
between his houſe aud his camp, with the generals i © 
- - Hoord, Darduff and Spatre; and feeing that all his an 
iche had ſuffered themſelves to be taken before his | up 
eyes, he ſaid in cold blood to theſe three officers, Le: en 
VVV 
by” {mile, 5e arrs et fil. 2 19080 21 to Y3:.: 1 


_ .., -* ; 


... Immediately he gallops ap to the houfe with them, | , 
. Where he had placed about forty domeſtics and centi- "his 
_ nels, and which they had fortified in the beſt manner | "of 
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officers, guards, ſecretarie 


domeſtics of all kinds. 
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© Theſe generals, however accuſtomed to the obſti - 
nate intrepidiiy of their maſter, could not help being 
Jorprized, that in cold blooo, and with a jeaſting air, 
he ſhould be reſolved to ſtand out againſt ten pieces 


They followed him 
to the number of 


of cannon and a whole army, 
with ſome guards and domeſtics, 
twenty perſons. | PIN 
But when they came to the door, they found it be- 
ſet with Janiſaries, Beſides, near 200 Turks and 
Tartars had already got in at a window, and made 
themſelves maſlers of all the apartments, except a great 
hall, whether the king's domeſtics had retired. It 
happened luckily, that this hall was near the door, 
at which the king propoſed to enter with his little 
tro»p of twenty perſons, , He threw himſelf off his 
horſe with piſtol and ſword in hand, and hisfollow- 
ers did thefane.. e. ial 3s 
Tue Janifarics fell upon him on all ſides, being en- 
\couraged by the baſha's promiſe of eight ducats of 
gold to each man that ſhould but touch his clothes, 
in caſe they could not take him. He wounded. and 
killed all that came near him. A Janiſary, whom he 
had wounded, clapped his blunderbuſs to his face, 
and if the arm of a Turk had not juſtled him, occa- 
ſioned by the crowd, that moved backwards, and fore- 


' wards: like waves, the king had been killed. The 


ball grazed upon his noſe, and took off a piece of his 
ear, and then broke general Hoord's arm, whoſe fate 


it was to be always wounded by his maſter's ſide. 
The king ſtruck his ſword into the Janiſary's breaſt, _ 


and at the ſame time his domeſtics, who were ſhut 
up in the great hall, opened the door to him. He 
enters as ſwift as an arrow with his little troop, and 


in an inſtant they ſhut the door again, and barricade 
36 WARN aff they-can Gndts nds omid gt TY 
Thus was Charles XII. ſhut up in this hall with all 


bis attendants, amounting to about threeſcore men, 


s, valet de chambręs and 
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The Janiſaries and Tartars pillaged the reſt of the 
dest and filled the apartments, Come, ſays the king, 


himfeif at the head ot his men, he, with bis own hands, 
opened the door of the ball, which faced his bed- 
chamber, goes into it, and fires. upou the plunderers. 

The Turks loaden with booty, being terrified at 


lept out of the window, or fled into the cellars, The 


and his own men being animated with this piece of 
ſucceſs; they purſued the Turks from chamber to 


_ - chamber killed or wounded: thoſe that had not made 


their eſcape, and in A quarter. of an hour cleared the 
houſe of the enemy. 

The king, in the heat of the Ce, perceived os 
Janifaries u ho hid themſelves under his bed, 


- tharlt his ſword through one of them, and killed age ; 


but the other aſked-pardon crying, Amman. . I grant 


Y you your life, ſays the king, upon condition that you 
230 and give the on a faithful account of what you 


have ſeen. 


: ſhot the windows again, and. barricadoed them, In 
this ſituation, they Had no want of arms, a grounc- 
_— full. of muſkets and powder having eſcaped 
tumolruous fearch of the Janiſaries. This they 
25 5 very ſea ſonable uſe of, - firing cloſe upon the 
Turks thro” the windows, and killing 200 of them in 
ef than half a quarter of an hour. 
The cannon played againſt the houſe;. but the 


e being very ſoft, i "only made bolcs i in en 
but demoliſhed nothing- | 


The kam of Tartary, and the baſin, wn were de- 


2 ſirous of tak ing the king alive, being aſhamed ta loſe 
time and men, and employ an army againſt ſixty per- 
f ons, thought it proper to ſet fire to the houſe, Ain or- 


der to | oblige the "7 to ſurrender, For this pur- 
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let us go and drive aut theſe Barbarians! and puiting 


the ſudden appearance of the king whom they had 
been uſed/to reverence, threw down. their arms, and 


king taking advantage of the confuſton they were in, 


The Swedes at length bengie: maſlers of the houſe, 
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poſe, they ordered ſome arrows twiſted about with 
lighted matches, to be ſhot upon the 1 oof, and agaiu ſt 
the door and windows; by which means, the houſe: 
was immediately in flames, The roof all on fire was 
ready to tumble upon the Swedes, The king, with 
a very ledate air, gave orders to extinguiſh the fire; 
and finding a little barrel tull of liquor, he laid hold 
of it himſelf, and with the aſſiſtance of two Swedes, - 
threw it upon the place where the fire was moſt vi- 
olent; then he diſcovered that it was full of brandy. 
But the hurry which is inſeparable from ſuch a ſtate 
0 confuſion, hindered him from thinking of it be- 
Ore. 5 | 

A centinel named Walberg, ventured in this ex- 
tremity to cry, that there was a neceſſity for furren- 
dering. What a-{trange man, ſays the king, is this, 
to imagine that it is not more glorious to be burnt, 
than #aken priſoner ! another centinel, named Roſen, 
had the thought to ſay, that the chancery houſe, which 
was but fifty paces off, has a ſtone roof, and was: 
proof againſt fire; that it would do well to (ally out. 
and gain that houſe, and there ſtand upon their de- 
fence. A true Swede, cries the king ; then he em- 
braced him, and made him a colonel on the ſpot. 
The Turks, who all this while encompaſſed the 
bouſe, were ſtruck with fear and admiration, to ſee 
the Swedes continue in it, notwithitapding it was all 
in- flames. But they were much more ſurprized when 


mey ſaw them open the doors, and the king and bis 


men fall upon them in a deſperate manner. Charles, 
and his principal cfficers were armed with ſword and 


piſtol. Every one fired two piſtols at a time in the 


inſtant' that the door opened; and; in the twinkling 


of an eye, thtowing away their piſtols, and drawing 


their ſwords, they drove the Furks back the diſtance 

of fifty paces; but the moment after this little troop 
was ſurrounded. The king being booted, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, threw himſelf down with his ſpurs. 
Immediately one and twenty Janiſaries fall upon him, 
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diſarm him, and bear him away to the baſha's quar. 
ter's fome taking hold of his arms, and others of his 
legs, as the manner is to carry a perſon for ſear of in- 
commoding lim. e 3 
As ſoon as the king ſaw himſelf in their hands, he 
looked upon the Janiſaries with a ſmiling countenance, 
and they carried him, crying alla, with a mixture of 
anger and reſpe& in their faces. His officers were 
taken at the fame time, and ſtript by the Turks and 
Tartars. It was on: the 12th of February, 1713, 
that this ſtrange adventure happened. 


„ 
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2 BOOK VI. 


HE bafha'of Bender waited with ſome late in 
1 his tent, expecting the king; and had by 
him one Marco for an interpreter. He received the 
king with great reſpect, and prayed him to repoſe u- 
pon a ſopha, but the king took no notice of his ci- 
| vilities, and continued ſtanding. | 
The next morning they conveyed the king in a 
Chariot covered with ſcarlet towards Adrianople. 
While they were carrying this king diſarmed and a 
priſoner, ho not only before had given law to ſo 
many countries, had been arbiter of the north, and 
the terror of all Europe; there happened to appear 
in the very ſame place: another inſtance of the frailty 
of human greatneſs. King Staniſlaus was ſeized in 
the Turks dominions, and carried priſoner to Bender 
at the ſame time that they were conveying Charles to 
J I OO CE 
Staniſlaus, un ſupported by the hand that made him 
king having no money, and conſequently no friends 
io Poland, retired to Pomerania, and as he was not 
able to preſerve his oun kingdom, had done his belt to 
defend his benefator's. But in going to take advice 
of Charles, in relation to his abdicating the kingdom 
ol Poland, he was ſtopped at Vaſſi in Moldavia, When 
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he came near Bender, the baſha, who was returning 


2. 
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back from Charles, ſent him an Arabian horſe with 
fine furniture. = 

Staniſlaus was received at Bender with a diſcharge 
of the artillery; and bating that he was a priſoner, 
had no great cauſe to complain of his uſage there, 

As for Charles, he was going to Adrianople, and 
the town was full of diſcourſe before hand about the 
battle. The Turks both admired and blamed him; 


but the divan was ſo exaſperated, that they threatned 


to confine him in one of the iſl inds in the Archipe- 


Some weeks after, there was a ſudden change in 


the ſeraglio, which the Swedes affirm was owing to 


a letter that had been delivered to the Sultan in the 


king their maſters behalf. The mufti was immed'- 


iſland in the- Archipelago. 


ately depoſed, the kam of the Tartars baniſhed to au 
In the mean time, Charles was carried to a little 
caſtle called Demirtaſh, near Adrianople, where mul- 
titudes of Turks were waiting to ſee him alight, He 
was conveyed out of the chariot to the caſtle upon a 
Sopha ; but that he might not be ſeen, he put a cu- 
ſhion over his head. 7; 5 | 
He was buried here in oblivion and inaQivity for 
about eleven months; which following cloſs upon the 


moſt violent exerciſe, made that illneſs real, which 


ge had ſome time feigned. In Europe, they verily 
thought him dead; and the regency which he ſettled 
when he left Stockholm, bearing nothing from him, 
the ſenate waited on the princeſs Ulric Elonora, to de- 
fire ſhe would take the regency in her brother's ab- 


ſence. She did accept of it; but finding the ſenate 


* 
* 


The 


bad a mind to force her to a peace with the Czar and 
Denmark, that on every fide were falling upon Swe- 
den, which ſhe knew the king would never ratify, ſhe 
reſigned the regency, and wrote him a full account of 
the matter to Turkey, - _ | oo 
king received her letters at Demotioa, and 
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thoſe deſpotic notions which he had early imbibed 
made him quite forget that ever Sweden had been a 
free ſtate, or that the ſenate uſed to ſhare in the go- 
vernment of it with their former kings. 

_ Wherefore, to prevent any attempts in Sweden a- 
_ gainſt his authority, and that he might defend his 
country; hop'ng nothing more now from the Otto- 
mans but depending only on himſelf: he {ignified to 
the grand viſir his deſire to be gone, by the way of 
Germany. a n 

So the day was ſet; and Charles before he went, 
Vas willing to make a figure as a king, notwithſtand- 
ing the wretched condition he was in. He made 
Grothuſen his ambaſſador extraordinary, and ſent him 
in form to take his leave at Conſtantinople, with a 
train of fourſcore perſons richly dreſſed, 

On the firſt of October, 1714, the king began his 
Journey. A capagi Baſha, with fix Chiaoux, went 
to attend him from Demirtaſh, whether he had moved 
a few days before. The preſents they brought him, 


from the grand Seignior were, a large tent of ſcarlet 


embroidered with gold, a ſabre ſet with jewels, eight 
beautiful Arabian borſes with fine ſaddles and ſtirrups 
T be convoy conſiſted of threeſcore carriages, loaden 
with all ſorts of proviſion, and three hundred horſe. 
When he came to the Turkiſh frontiers, Staniſlaus 
Was anne another way into Germany, intend- 
ing to retire into the dutchy of Deux Ponts. Charles 
aſſigned to Staniſſ ius the revenue of this ducihy, 
Which was then reckoned to be about ſeventy thou- 
hh ͤ ͤKͤ 
When the king of Sweden came to the German 
frontiers, he found the emperor had given orders for 
his reception every where with proper ſtate. Where- 
ever harbingers had fixed his rout, great preparati- 
ons were making to entertain him; and a world of 
people came to behold the man, whoſe conqueſts and 
- misfortunes, whole lealt aclions, nay, and lying {till 
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bad made ſo much noiſe both in Enrope and in Aſia. 
But Charles had no mind to ſo much pomp, or to 
make a ſhew of the priſoner of Bender: but was ra- 
ther thinking how he might retrieve his ill fortune with 
ſme noble ſtroke before he came back to Stockholm. 

So diſmiſhng his Turkiſk attendants at Targowitz, 
on the borders of Tranſylvania ; he called his people 


together in a yard, and bid them take no thought for 
him, but make the beſt of their way to Strailſund in, 


Pomerania, about three hundred leagues from thence, 
vp the Baltic ſen. 5 

He took no body with him, but one During, a 
young man, whom he made a colonel afterwards. He 
parted chearfully with his officers, leaving them in 
great confuſion and concern for him. For a diſguiſe 
he wore a black peruke, inſtead of his own hair, a 
gold laced hat, grey cloaths, and a blue coat, paſſing 
for a German officer, and rid poſt with only colonel 

Having rid all the firſt day without ſtopping, Du- 
ring not being uſed to fuch fatigues, fainted away 
when he came to alight. The king would not ſtay a 
moment, but aſked During, What morey he had? he 
ſaid, about a thouſand crowns, ive me half, ſays the 
king, I ſee you cannot goon; I'll g9 without you, Du- 
ring begged he would tay three hours, and he was 
ſure by that time he ſhould be able to go on, and de- 
ſired him to conſider the danger of going .slone, The 


\ king would not be perſwaded, but made him give 


him the five hundred crowns, and called for horſes. 
During, afraid of what might happen, bethought him- 
ſelf of this contrivance, He takes the poſt-maſter a- 
lide: Friend, ſays be, this is my coulin, aue are going 


pon huſineſs tepether, and you ſee he won't [lay for me 
but three hours; prithee give him the worſt horſe put 
| bave; and let me have a poſi chaiſe, or ſome ſuch thing. 
le put a couple of dueats into the man's hands, 


and was obeyed punctually: fo the king had a horfe 
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that was both lame and reſty. Away he went about forc 
ten at night, through the ſnow, and wind, and rain, wit 
His ſellow- traveller, after a few hours reſt, ſet out and 


again in a chaiſe with very good horſes, About break to | 
of day he, overtook the king, with his horſe tired, thin 


-and walking towards the next ſtage. - the 
Then he was forced to get in with Daring, and ders 

ſlept upon the ſtraw; and afterwards they never ſtop- gou 
ped, but went on, on horſeback all day, and ſleeping _B 
in a chaiſe at night. bad 
I Thus, in ſixteen days riding, and often in danger ran 


of being taken, he came at laſt upon the 2 iſt of No- bov 
 vember 1714, to the gates of Strailſund, about one I man 


in the morning. | | ſpec 

The king ſaid, he was a courier from the king in not 
Turkey, and muſt ſpeak immediately with general ae 
Dukar the governor. The centine] told him, it 8 
was too late, the governor was a- bed, and he mult reig 
ſtay till day light. | | tude 
The king ſaid it was an affair of conſequence; dud Sou 


declared if he did not go direcliy and wake the gover - leav 
nor, they ſhould all be hanged in the morning. At lane 
laſſ a ſergeant went and called the governor; and Du- 
Kar, thinking it might be ſome general officers, or- 
dered the gates to be opened, and the courier was 
brought up to his chamber, 
Dakar, rubbing his eyes, afked, What news of his 
3 majeſly ? the king took him by the ſhoulder, what, 
ſays he, Par have my belt ſubjects forgot me? the 
general, could ſcarce believe his eyes, and jumping 
= - ovt of bed, embraced his maſters knees with tezrs of 
joy. Thenews was all over the town in an inſtant, 
Every body got up; the ſoldiers came about the go- p 1 
vernor's houſe. The ſtreets were full of people, aſk» 1 


ing if the news were true? the windows were illumi- 14 
| nated, the conduits, ran with wine, and the artillery _ "4 
fired,” A was 
towa 


| However, the Sno was put to bed. which was 
more b he had been N 1 85 days; they were 
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ſorced to cut off his boots, bis legs were ſo ſwollen 
with the fatigue. He had neither linnen, ndr cioaths ; 
and they provided in haite whatever they could fim 
When he had ſlept ſome hours, the ſirit, 
thing he did was to review his troops, and examine 
the fortifications. And that very day he ſent out or- 


ders into all parts for renewins the war with more vi- 


gour than ever again{t all his enemies. 

But Sweden had loſt all her foreign provinces, nat 
bad neither trade, nor money, nor credit; her vete- 
ran troops were either killed, or died for want, Aa- 


bave 100000 Swedes were 1 in Maſcovy ; and as 


many more {old to the Turks and Tartars, The very 
ſpecies of men was viſi»ly.decayed in the country; but 
notwithſtanding all this, their hopes revived as ſoon 


as ever they heard their king was come to Stailſund, 


Such ſtrong impreſſions of admiration and reſpect 
reigned in the hearts of all his ſubjects, that multi- 
tudes of young people came out ot all parts of the 
country, and offered themſelves to be liſted, hardly 


leaving hands enough at home for caltivating heir £ 


lands. 


* * 
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BOOK Vi. 


HE king, during theſe” preparation*, gave his 
only filter, Ulrica Fleonora in marriage 10 Fre- 


derick prince of Hetle Caſſel. 


This marriage was not honoured wth the king! 8 
preſence, who was now buſy in finiſhing the fortifi- 
cations of Strailſund, a place of great importance, 
which was in danger from the kings of Denmark and 
However,” he made his brother- in- law ge- 


neralliſſimo of all the Swediſh forces. This prince 


had ſerved the ſtates general in the F rench war, and | 
was eſtee med a good ſoldier, which went a good Way 
towards his match with Charles's filter, | 

* 2 
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At the mouth of the Oder, a river that divides Po- 
merania, and paſſing by Stetin, falls into the Baltic, 
there is a little iſl ind called Ufedom. 

Its ſituation makes it a place of vaſt importance; . 
for it commands the Oder both on the right anc left, 
and whoever has it, is maſter of the navigation of 
that river. The kin g of Prufha had diflodged the 


| Swedes from thence, keeping that as well as Str1in; 


in his hands, and ſaid he did it purely for the ſake of 
ace. The Swedes however had retaken it in 19716, 
and held two forts there, which were minned only 


with 250 Pomeranians, commanded by an old Swe- 
diſh officer named Duſlep or Duſlecp, a man who well 


deſerves to be remembered. 

The king of Pruſſia ſent 1500 foot, and 800 dra- 
goons into the iſland. They landed without oppoſi- 
tion on the fide of Suine, which the Swediſh officer 
had left, being a place of leaſt importance, and un- 


willing to divide his little company, he retired with 


them into the caſtle of Penamondre, reſolving to hold 
out to the laſt extremity. 

So they were forced to make a lege! in all the forms. 
They ſhipped their artillery at Stetin, and ſent in a fe- 
inforcement of 1000 Pruſſian foot and 400 horſe. 
Soon after they opened tbe trenches in two places, 
and played a briſk fire of cannon and mortars. In the 

time of the ſiege, a Swediſh fold er, ſent privately 
with a letter from Charles, found means to land on 
_ the iſland. and ſlip into Penamondre. He gave the 
leiter to the commander, "which was in theſe words. 


0 not fire, till the enemy comes to the brink if the 


Foſſe : ſtand on your defence 11] the laſt, drop of 


bliod, I commend you to your . Fortune. 
CHARLES, 


Duflerp, —_ the note reſolved to ' obey, and 
die, as he was bid, to ſerve his maſter. By break of 
of day the aſſault was given. The beſieged made 


their fire as directed, and killed abundance; but the 


pon the iſland, 


| CHARLES MI. B. VIII. 1 
Foſſe was full, the breach large. and the beſiegers too 
numerous. They entered in two different places at 
once. The commander now thought he had nothing 
more to do, than to obey his orders, and fell his life 
dear: he abandoned tae breaches, intrenched his lit- 
tle company, who had all honour and courage enough 
to go with him, and placed them fo that they ſhould 
not be ſurrounded. The enemy came on, wondering 
he would not aſk for quarter. Bat he fought a whole 
hour, and when he had loſt half his ſoldiers, was kil- 
led at laſt with his lieutenant and major. There were 
then a hundred men left, and one officer, who aſked 
their lives, and were taken priſoners. In the com- 
manderꝰ's · pocket they found his maſter's letter, which 
was: carried-to the king of Pruſſia. . 

At the time when Charles ſuſtained the loſs of Uſe- 
dom, and the neighbouring iſlands which were quick- 
ly taken, While Wiſmar was ready to ſurrender, with 
no fleet to help, and Sweden in the utmoſt danger, 
be himſelf was in Strailſund, and there beſieged by 
36,000 men, 1 | : 

There was in it a garriſon of 9000. men, and more 
than all, the king of Sweden himſelf. The kings cf 


Denmark and Pruſſia beſieged it with an army of 


35,000 men, conſiſting of. Pruſſians, Danes, and 


ry 


Overagainſt ſtrailſund upon the Baltic, is the iſland 


of Rugen, which ſerves for a defence to this place, 
whether the garriſon and people could retire upon 
occaſion, if they had but boats, 


hardly. However, the ill ſtate of his affairs had not 
allowed hin to ſend a ſufficient garriſon to Rugen, 


* 


3 


| This iſland was of, 
great conſequence to Charles, for he knew, if ones 
the enemy were maſters of it, he ſhould ſoon be in- 
veſted both by ſea and land, and probably buried in 
the ruins of ſtrailſund, or elſe a priſoner to thoſe” 
whom he had before fo much defpiſed, and uſed ſo 


Wc 


there being no more than 2000 regular troops in al! 


1 


Y 9 
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The enemy had been for three months making all 
proper diſpoſitions for a deſcent thither, _which was 


very difficult: bat having built boats for the purpoſe, 


the prince of Anhavlt, by the favour of good weather, 
Janded at laſt 1 2000 men upon the place, on the 15th 
ol November. | : 

That very day the king had been defending an out- 
work for three hours, and coming back very muck 
fatigued, he was told that the Danes and Pruſſians 
were in Rugen, It was eight o' clock at night, and 

he went directly in a fiſher boat with Poniatoſky, 
Grothuſen, During, Dardorf, and by nine he got to 
the iſland. He joined bis yo thouſand men, that were 
entrenched near a little haven about three leagues 
from where the enemy had landed. He marched with 
them at midnight in great ſilence. The prince of An- 
hault had uſed a caution that ſeemed unneceſſary, to 
entrench his camp. His officers expected nothing in 
the night, and little thought but Charles was fate at 
Strailſund. But the prince, who knew Charles much 
better, ordered 2 deep foſſe with Chevaux de frize 
upon the edge of it, and took as much precaution 
as if he had to do with an army of ſuperior force. 
At two in the morning Charles came to the ene- 
mies camp, without making the leaſt noiſe, H's ſol- 


diers ſaid one to another, come, let us pull up the 
| , P P 


Chev ux de frize ; which words were heard by the 
- centinels; and the alarm been quickly given, the ene- 
mies (food quick to their arms. The king taking up 
the Chevavx de frize, ſees a great foſſe. Ay, * ſays 
| he' impoſſible ! this is more than I expeted ! not at 
all diſcouraged, and knowing nothing of their num- 
bers, nor they of his, for the night favoured him in 
that, he reſolved in an inſtant, jumped into the ditch, 


and ſome of the boldeſt with him, and all the reſt went 


quickly after him. The Chevaux de frize were re- 


moved, the earth levelled, with trunks and branches 


| of trees as theycould find them, and the bodies of the dead 


4 


E.. CHARLES XI, B. Vit. owe 
for faſcines. The king, the generals, and the boldeſt 
of the officers and ſoldiers, got on one ano her's 
ſhoulders, as in aſſaults. The fight began in the ene- 
mies camp; and the vigour of the Swedes put the 
Danes and Pcuſſians into great diforder; but their 
numbers being too unequal, the Swedes were repulſed 
in about a quarter of an hour, and repaſſed the folle. 
The unfortunate king rallied his troops in the field, 
and the fight was renewed with equal warmth on both 
ſides. He ſaw his favourite Grothuſen and general 
Dardorf fall, and paſſed over the laſt in fighting be- 
fore he was quite dead. During, his companion from 
Tu: key to ſtrailſund, was killed before his face. 
; The king himſelf was ſhot near the left breaſt, 
Count Poniatolky was near, who having ſaved his 
lite at Pultawa, had the good fortune to do the like 
again it Rugen, and remounted him. ng 
The Swedes retired to a part of the iſland named 
Alteſerra, where there was a fort they were yet maſ- 
ters of, From thence the king retired to Strailſund, 
obliged to leave thoſe brave troops who had ſerved 
him ſo well in this exped tion; and they wereall made 
priſoners of war in two days after. | 
In four days the enemy made an aſſault upon the 
hornwork, which they took twice, and were beaten 
off. The king was always fighting among the grena- 
diers; but at laſt their number prevailing, they be- 
came malters of it. Charles continued in the place 
two days after that, and ſtaid till midaight upon a 
ravelin that was quite deſtroyed by the bombs and 
cannon. The next day, the chief officers entreated 
him to ſtay no longer in a place thadeould not be de- 
fended. But to retreat was now as dangerous as to 
ſtay. Phe Baltic was covered with Muſcovite and 
Daniſh ſhips, and the king, after great danger, land- 
ed at Iſted in Scandinavia, and came to Carelſcroon 
in a very different condition from what he had gone 
in from tlience fifteen years before in a ſhip of 120 
guns, to give law to all the north. 


* 


Charles was going to make a ſecond attempt aon 


WY, 
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E Norway, in October 1718, and he had laid matters 
fo, that he did not doubt to be maſter of the country 
in fix months. The winter js ſevere enough in Swe- 


to go and conquer rocks, where for ſnow and ice it 


is much worſe, rather than try to regain his beautiful 


provinces in Germany; but he hoped his new alliance 
with the Czar would put bim foon in a condition to 
retake them. Beſides, his ambition was pleaſed wirh the 
thought oftaking a kingdom from his conquering enemy 
At the mouth of the river Tiſtendall, near the bay 
of Denmark, between Bahus and Anſſo, ſtands Fre- 
drichall, a place of great ſtrength and importance, 
which is reckoned to be the key of that kingdom. 
Charles ſat doun before it in the month of December. 
The cold was fo extreme, that the ſoldiers could- 
hardly break the ground. They might as well opened 
trenches in a rock; but the Swedes thought much 

of no fatigues in which they ſaw their king take his 

_ ſhare'fo readily; and Charles himſelf did never ſuffer 
more than now. His conltitation by eighteen years 
labour was hardened to that degree, that he would 
' ſleep in the open ſields here in Norway, in the midſt 
of winter upon boards or ſtraw, covered only with his 
cloak, without prejudiſing his health. Some of the 
ſoldiers in their poſts fell down dead wih cold, and 

| Others that were ready to die durſt not complain when 
they ſaw their king bear it. A little before this ex- 
pedition, hearing of a woman in Scandinavia, named 
Joan Dotter. that had lived ſeveral months upon 
F. nothing but water; he, who had ſtudied all his life to 
bear the worſt extremes that human nature can ſup- 
ig was reſolved to try how long he was able to fait, 
e neither eat nor drank, for five days, and on the 
ſisth, in the morning, he rid two Jeagues to his bro- 


without feeling the leaſt diſorder, either from his long 
' faſting, or his full eating afterwards, q 


On the 11th of December, being St, Andrew's day, 
he went about nine at night to lee the trenches; and 


den, to kill the animals that live there; but he choſe 


+ ther's, the prince of Heſſe, where he eat very heartily, 
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nding the parallel not advanced to his mind, he was 
little vexed ar it; but monſ.” Megret, a French en- 
ineer, that conducted the ſiege, aſſured him, the 
place would be taken in eight days time. We full 
fre, ſays the king, what can be dose, and going on 
with the engineer to ex imine the works, he {topped 
at a place where the boyou made an angle with the 
arallel, and kneeligg upon the inner Talus, he lean- 
ed with his elbows. on the parapet, to look upon the 
men that were carrying on the trenches by {flar-light, 
The leaſt circumitances are taken notice of, that 
relate to the death of fo great a man as Charles XII. 
F muſt therefore take upon me to ſay, that all the 
converſatiou that has been reported by ſeveral writers, 
and M. de la Montraye among the reſt, between the 
king and Megref the engineer, is abſolutely falſe, And 
this is what I know to be the truth of the buſineſs, 
The king ſtood with half his body ex poſed to a 
battery of cannon exactly levelled at the angle where 
he was. Not a foul was near him, but two French- 
men, one was Montteur Siker his aid decamp, a man + 
of great courage and conduct, who came into his ſer- 
vice in Tuckey; and was part:cularly attached to the 
prince of Heſſe; the other was this engineer. The 
cannon fired with chain ſhot, to which the king ſtood 
more expoled than any of them. Not far behind was 
count Swerin, who commanded the trenches. Count 
Pofle, captain of the guard, and one Kulbert an aid- 
de camp, received his orders. Siker and Megret ſaw . 


„ 


the king the moment he ſell upon the parapet, ferch-" 


ing a deep figh. They ran to him, but he was quite 


dead; a ball of half a pound had ſtruck him on the 


right temple, and made a hole big enough to turn 
three fingers in. His head lying over the parapet. 
The left eye was beat in, and the right quite out of 
its ſoker, He was dead in an inſtant; but he had 
the force in that inſtant to put his hand to the guard 


of his ſword, and lay in that poſture. At this, Me- 


'oret, a man of grear indifference, ſaid, Let us be go- 


ing, the play is done. Siker ran immediately, and 
A | i . ; 2 
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told count Swerin, and they all agreed to keep it pri 
vate till the prince of Heſſe could be informed of it 


They covered the corps with a grey cloak; Siker put 


on him bis hat and wig, and he was carried by th 
name of captain Carlſbern through the troops, who 
ſaw their dead king pals, litile thinking who it was. 
The prince gave orders prelently, that none ſhould 
ſtir out of the camp, and that all the paſſes to Sweden 
ſhould be. guarded, til} he ſhould take meaſures for his 
wife to claim the crown, and to exclude the duke of 
Holſtein, who might poſſibly pretend to it. 

Thus fell Charles XII. king of Sweden, at the age 
of fix and thirty years and a half, having known the 
extremes of proſperity, and of adverſity, without be- 

ing ſofiened by the one, or in the leaſt diſturbed ar the 
other. All his actions, even thoſe of his paivate life, 

are always beyond any meaſure of probadiliiy. Perhaps 
he was the only man, to be ſure he was the only king, 
that ever had lived without failings. He carried all the 
. virtues of a hero to that exceſs, that they became 
faults, and were as dangerous as any of the oppoſite 
_ vices. | His reſolution grown to obſtinacy, occaſioned 
his n!jsfortunes in Ukrania, and kept him five years 
in Turkey, His libetaliry degenerating into profuſi- 
on, tuined Sweden. His courage becoming raſhnels, 
was the occaſion of his death. His juſtice has becn 
ſometimes cruelty: and in his latter years, the main- 
taining his prerogative came not far ſhort of tyranny, 

ths great qu-lities, any one of which had been e- 
nough to make another prince immortal, were a miſ- 
_ fortune to his country, He never began a quarre! with 
any, but he was rather over warm than wile in his re- 
ſentment. He was the firſt that ever had the ambition 
to be a conqueror, without w:ſhing to encreaſe his do- 
minions, His defire to gain kingdoms, was only that 
he might give them away. The paſſion he had for 
glory, for war, and for revenge, made him too little 
of a politician, without which the world never before. 
faw any prince a conqueror. Before a battle he was 


full of confideace, exceeding modeſt after a victory, 
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d in a defeat undaunted. Sparing others no more 
an he didbimſelf, he made a ſmall account of his own 
r his ſubjeqqs lives or labours; a man extraordinary 
ther than a preat man, and fitter tobe admired than 

itated. His life, however, may be a leſſon to kings, 
nd teach them, that a peaceful and happy reign is 
nore to be deſired than ſo much glory. | 

Charles XII. was tall and well ſhaped, he had a 
ine fore-head, large blew eyes full of ſweetneſs, and a 
zandſome noſe : but the lower part of his face was 
liſagreeable, and often the worſe for his laugh, which 
vas very unbecoming; he had little beard or hair; 
de ſpoke little, and it was habitual to him to anſwer 
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ut be- Inly with that Jaugh. At his table there was always 

ol ws great ſtlence. With all that inflexible temper of his, he 

ic lie, Iuas timorous and baſhful, and often at a loſs in com- 
Thaps pany, for having given himſelf ſo wholly up to war, he 
King, knew but little of converſation. Before his long leiſure 

Ul the in Turkey, he had never read any thing but Caeſar's 
came commentäries, and the hiſtory of Alexander. But he 
poſite Whad writ ſome obſervations upon war, and his own 
oned campaigns, from 1700 to 1709. which he owned to 
years ¶ the chevalier de Folard, and ſaid the manuſcript was 
fuſt- I loſt at the unfortunate battle of Pultawa, 5 
nels, as to religion, though the ſentiments of a prince 
been ¶ need not influence other men ; and the opinion of a 
ail” king ſo ill informed as Charles, can be of no great 
any. WF weight in-ſuch matters; yet it is proper that men's 
n curioſity ſhould be farisfied in this as well as other 
mie particulars concerning him. I bave it from the gen- 
vith ueman that gave me moſt of the materials of this hif- 
ter tory, that Charles was a ſerious Lutherian till tge 
on FE year 1907. He then ſaw the famous Philoſopher Mr. 
do- Leibnitz at Leipſic, who was a great free-thinker, and 
bat talked very freely, having inſtilled his notions into 
kor more princes beſides this. Charles learned from this 
le philoſopher a good deal of indifference for Lutherian- 
TC im: which he carried aftei wards mach farther, when 
a | he had more time in Turkey, and had ſeen ſo many 
PLE | | ; 


forts. of profeſſions. 
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Of all his old opinions he retained but one, which +» 
+ was abſolute predeſtination, a doctrine that favourey 
his courage, and juſtified his raſh adventures. Thy 
Czar had much the ſame opinions as t religion and 
ſate: but he was more free to talk of them, as be dig 
of every thing elſe with his favourites very ſamiliary 
for he had this advantage over Charles, that he had 
ſtudied philoſophy, and was a good ſpeaker, | 
I cannot help taking notice here of a ſlander that iy + 
too often ſpread by credulous or ill-meaning people 
who- will have it, that when princes die, they werd 
either poiſoned or aſſaſſinated : and the ſtory went in|. 
Germany, that Monſieur Siker was the man that kil-| 
led the king of Sweden, That brave officer was very 
uneaſy at the report a good while; and one day talk 
ing of it to me, he ſaid theſe very words, I might] 
have killed the king of Sweden, but I had ſuch a ve- ! 
neration for the hero, that that though 1 had intended] 
it, I could not offer to do it.” a 
As ſoon as he was dead, the fiege of Fredrickſhall |. 
was raiſed, The Swedes, who thought his glory ra- Z 
ther a burden than a happineſs, made peace with all 
their neighbours as-faſt as they could, and ſoon put] 
an end to that abſolute power which baron Goerts had ; 
made tbem weary of. I he ſtates went to a free elec- 
tion of king Charles's filter for their queen, and ob-“ 
liged her ſolemnly to renounce her hereditary right to | 
the crown, holding it only by the people's choice. She 
promiſed wich repeated oaths, never to ſet up arbitrary TY 
power; and afterwards, her love of power giving way 
to conpjuga] affection, ſhe yielded the crown. to her 
huſband, and brought the ſtates to chuſe him who aſ- 
| cended the throne upon the ſame conditions. bo” 
Baron Goerts was ſeized immediately upon Charles's : 
. and condemned by the fenate of Stockholm to Wn 
be beheaded under the gallows; an inſtance rather of | 


revenge than uſtice, and a crue] inſult on the memo» | 
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